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1 Thessalonians 5:18


In everything give thanks; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.

Thank you for the bday wishes.  I was feeling good about my age until Elyse asked:


So, Appa, how long do you think you are going to last?

Thanksgiving holiday started by Lincoln during the civil war to proclaim “thanksgiving and praise to our beneficent Father who dwelleth in the heavens.”  It was the 4th Thursday in November because of a tradition of the Plymouth and Massachusetts Bay colonies where post-harvest festivals were celebrated on the weekday regularly set aside as “Lecture Day” – a midweek church meeting where topical sermons were given.

The first Thanksgiving dates back to the early Puritan settlements, as they were thankful to God for a new land to worship Him freely and the help of the Indians who taught them how to plant corn and survive.

Canadians celebrate on the second Monday in October.  Japan, South Korea, Laos, and Liberia also celebrate with Thanksgiving holidays.

The attitude of gratitude.

Psalm 136:1


Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good, for His lovingkindness is everlasting

People who are thankful live life differently.

If you have nothing to be thankful for, thank Him that you are alive.

Thanksgiving Dinner with Snoopy - complaining that he isn't having turkey and only dog food. Comes to his senses and says, it could have been worse; at least I'm not a turkey.

We have so much to be thankful for?

First and foremost is Jesus.  We have a savior who is:

Matthew 11:29 - gentle and humble in heart.

Philippians 2:3 - humbled Himself.

We have a great example of how to live our lives.

On top of that we get to have relationship with God through Him.

2 Corinthians 5:21 - Him who knew no sin, became sin... 

Jesus Christ died for us. He saved us and gave us life.

He’ll never leave us or forsake us.

No one loves us like Jesus.

We should be thankful for our families.  My kids and wife give me so much joy everyday.

For our church – great people, great staff, great leaders.  So thankful for our worship team (Stand if you were on time today) – “Is worship optional at SP?”
Luke 17:11-19

10 men have an infectious skin disease, leprosy.  In the Jewish community when a person discovered a rash or skin disorder, they had to go to the priest for examination.  The priest would then determine if it was contagious or not which would lead to a verdict of being ceremonially unclean (Leviticus 13).

Jewish law prohibited anyone with leprosy from associating with the general community.  They had to be isolated and many times lived as outcasts until they died.  This was necessary since it was contagious.

10 lepers presumably from a leper colony keep away from Jesus and disciples as not to render them unclean as is the law but call out to Him with the perfect prayer, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.”  

They were praying for hesed – they have no right to expect anything, but they are asking for everything.

Jesus doesn’t seem to do anything to heal them just to simply go show themselves to the priest.  Lepers had to show themselves to the priest to pronounce the healing and to welcome them back into community because they are no longer diseased.

The men act out in faith and start walking towards the priest.  

Jesus many times required faith from those who wanted healing or from those who were bringing the sick to Him – paralytic brought through the roof of the house (Luke 5).

Matthew 9:28

When He entered the house, the blind men came up to Him, and Jesus said to them, “Do you believe that I am able to do this?”  They said to Him, “Yes, Lord.”

As they are walking they are healed but only one comes back.

Luke wants us to know that only the Samaritan came back to thank Jesus.  The implication is the other 9 were Jews.  

Again, those who should have didn’t and the one who shouldn’t have does.  Upside down kingdom!

Only one comes back to thank Him.  Jesus expresses disappointment that the other 9 did not give praise to God for their healing.  Jesus did not withhold healing from the 9 who did not thank Him but He did make a point of noting their ungratefulness.  

Only the Samaritan acknowledged the Giver and not just the gifts.

Psalm 92:1-2

It is good to give thanks to the Lord, and to sing praises to Your name, O Most High; To declare Your lovingkindness in the morning and your faithfulness by night,
I just want to spend some time today giving thanks to the Lord for He is good.  His love endures forever!
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