181202 CST: Why does God seem so different in the Old Testament?
Hebrews 1:1-3a
God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in many ways, 2 in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the world. 3 And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His nature…
John 14:9
Jesus said to him, “Have I been so long with you, and yet you have not come to know Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; how can you say, ‘Show us the Father’?
James 1:17 (ESV)
Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change.
How I chose this topic? 
Why does God seem so different in the Old Testament?
· First, I think we can agree on this: God in the Old Testament seems so different from Jesus in the New Testament
· What words would you use to describe Jesus? What words would you use to describe God in the Old Testament? 
· Jesus seems so kind, merciful, gracious
· Matthew 11:28 “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.”
· But God in the Old Testament… He seems demanding, angry, cruel
· What’s up with all the killings (flood, plague, conquest), and all these prophecies of intense judgment and God’s wrath? 
If you are asking this question, you’re doing well! You’re at least reading the Old Testament! But as we grow and as we experience more of Him and as we grow in our confidence in Him, we need to start reading the Old Testament to get a fuller picture of God. But if we start reading the Old Testament, we’re faced with a God that seems cruel. Angry. Mean.
· Take a moment - why do you think this way? Do you have specific examples? 
Before we continue, let’s look at the passages we read in the beginning:
· Heb 1:3 - Jesus is the exact representation of God’s nature
· Like a photocopy
· John 14:9 - if you’ve seen me, you’ve seen the Father
· John 10:30 - I and the Father are one
· Jesus Himself claims this - I am the exact representation of the Father
· James 1:17 - there is no variation or change in God
· Heb 13:8 - Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today and forever
What’s the implication?
· Even though God may seem different in the OT and the NT, the Scripture is pretty clear: that is not the case
· Jesus IS the full representation of God
· What we see in Jesus is fully God
· What we see in Yahweh in the OT is fully Jesus
· God hasn’t changed over time (from mean to gracious, harsh to merciful)
· He has always been gracious and merciful
· He has always been wrathful (a judging God)
That’s GREAT! It’s comforting. Maybe there is something I just can’t fully comprehend, but what I can rest on are these verses. But what about the Old Testament, then? How do we reconcile the apparent differences that we see between the OT and the NT? 
Three points:
1) God in the OT is more merciful, more gracious, more loving than we commonly think
a) The picture we have of the Old Testament God is (show slide)
i) Fierce, stern, difficult to please, easily angered
b) What does the Bible say? 
i) Exodus 34:5 The Lord descended in the cloud and stood there with him as he called upon the name of the Lord. 6 Then the Lord passed by in front of him and proclaimed, “The Lord, the Lord God, compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in lovingkindness and truth; 7 who keeps lovingkindness for thousands, who forgives iniquity, transgression and sin; yet He will by no means leave the guilty unpunished, visiting the iniquity of fathers on the children and on the grandchildren to the third and fourth generations.”
(1) The context of this passage is remarkable
(2) First time that God reveals His character (His heart)
(a) He could have said so many things… I am Yahweh, the almighty, who can crush human beings like a worm, abounding in power, creator of all things, worthy of it all
(b) Instead He reveals His heart: I am compassionate, gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love
(3) What an impression this must have left on Moses
(a) My dad’s story with grandfather
ii) Psalm 103:8-10 
The Lord is compassionate and gracious,
Slow to anger and abounding in lovingkindness.
9 He will not always strive with us,
Nor will He keep His anger forever.
10 He has not dealt with us according to our sins,
Nor rewarded us according to our iniquities.
iii) He is the God that pursues Adam and Eve after the Fall
(1) He could have just ended it right there
(2) Instead he clothes them and sends them away
(3) He is the missional God - always initiating His plan to restore mankind
iv) He is the God that sends Jonah to Nineveh to save a foreign nation
v) He doesn’t treat Israel as they deserve… He keeps His covenant, even when they have failed Him repeatedly
Taken as a whole, the Old Testament also paints a picture of God that is kind, merciful, patient, gracious, full of love
2) Jesus is actually more fierce, more strict, more “harsh” than we commonly think
a) The picture we have of Jesus (show slide)
i) Friendly, open arms, approachable
b) When we read the Gospels carefully, Jesus is extremely strict and demanding in His teachings
i) Matthew 10:32 “Therefore everyone who confesses Me before men, I will also confess him before My Father who is in heaven. 33 But whoever denies Me before men, I will also deny him before My Father who is in heaven.
(1) If you deny me, I will deny you
ii) Matthew 5:29 If your right eye causes you to stumble, gouge it out and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of your body than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. 30 And if your right hand causes you to stumble, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of your body than for your whole body to go into hell.
(1) Jesus is saying, if you continue in your sin, you’re going to be thrown into hell
iii) Mark 10 - rich young ruler. If you want eternal life, you must sell everything you have and follow me
(1) Implication? If you don’t, you won’t have eternal life
iv) Story of Jesus demanding our everything
v) Jesus in the Book of Revelation is the conquering King
The NT taken together, also paints a picture of God that judges, sometimes seems quite harsh, beyond our comprehension of what we think God should be like
What am I trying to say?
· God is both extremely loving, gracious, merciful, good, abounding in kindness
· And at the same time, He is a righteous, just, and holy God. And He sends the unbelieving, the unrepentant, the rebellious to hell.
· It’s not His joy to do that (2 Pet 3:9)
· It pleased Him to crush Jesus (Is 53:10)
· But He will
· DA Carson suggests that in the New Testament, we see a greater revelation of His mercy and kindness, but we also see a greater revelation of His judgment and wrath because now, the judgment is not only temporal, but of eternal consequence
· There’s not a intensifying of God’s love and a softening of His judgment. There’s an intensifying out both His love and His judgment in the New Testament
· Until we come to the cross, and that’s where this tension is resolved…
· If you want to see what judgment looks like, go to the cross
· If you want to see what love looks like, go to the cross
3) How do we deal with puzzling passages or concepts?

· I suggest that we start from the cross and work backwards
· The cross reveals God’s heart
· He passionately loves. He sacrifices His life. He wants people saved!
· What kind of a God would do this, unless He really was a good and merciful God?
· And then when we come to a troubling passage of a troubling idea, we ask, how does it work? 
· Perhaps we’re missing something? Perhaps there is something that we don’t understand
· But we don’t give up on the goodness of God. We can’t because of the cross
· Joel’s desire to run off and cross streets
· The distance between him and me is infinitely smaller between the distance between me and God
· Perhaps our idea of what is “good” has been skewed by our culture
· CS Lewis - chronological snobbery: the uncritical acceptance of the intellectual climate common to our age and the assumption that whatever has gone out of date should be discounted
· We submit our idea of what God should be like or what Good should look like… and we say, God, if this is how You are revealed in Scripture, I will adjust my understanding
· Sometimes understanding comes later, or there are ways to reconcile some things
· Bob Sorge’s example of the story of Job
· John Piper’s example of Ez 24
