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Long awaited Coffee Shop Talk on homosexuality.  This is a vast topic but I am going to try and simplify it for us.  I do not want to spend time dealing with the LGBT’s argument about the Bible.
Luke Timothy Johnson, a highly respected New Testament scholar and professor who had a change of heart regarding the Bible and homosexual practice, but he states that the scriptural testimony is clear.

The task demands intellectual honesty.  I have little patience with efforts to make Scripture say something other than what it says, through appeals to linguistic or cultural subtleties.  The exegetical situation is straightforward: we know what the text says.

So how does Professor Johnson navigate himself around the Bible’s clear teaching on homosexual practice?  Experience.

Homosexuality and the Church: Scripture and Experience

We appeal explicitly to the weight of our own experience and the experience thousands of others have witnessed to, which tells us that to claim our won sexual orientation is in fact to accept the way in which God has created us.  By so doing, we explicitly reject as well the premises of the scriptural statements condemning homosexuality – namely, that it is a vice freely chosen, a symptom of human corruption, and disobedience to God’s created order.

Implicit in an appeal to experience is also an appeal to the living God whose creative work never ceases, who continues to shape humans in his image every day, in ways that can surprise and even shock us.  Equally important such an appeal goes to the deepest truth revealed by Scripture itself – namely, that God does create the world anew at every moment, does call into being that which is not, and does raise the dead to new and greater forms of life.

Malachi 3:6


For I, the Lord, do not change; therefore you, O sons of Jacob, are not consumed.

James 1:17

Every good thing given and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shifting shadow.

NIV – who does not change like shifting shadows.

Experience can never trump Scripture.

I will attempt to answer some questions that I have received from SPers over the years regarding this topic.

Can you be Christian and gay?

Yes and no.  First of all no one can truly know and judge but God.  There can be fruits of repentance for sure.  We believe true believing will result in changed behavior.

John 6:27-29

Do not work for the food which perishes, but for the food which endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give to you, for on Him the Father, God, has set His seal.” Therefore they said to Him, “What shall we do, so that we may work the works of God?” Jesus answered and said to them, “This is the work of God, that you believe in Him whom He has sent.”
Inherent in Jesus’ understanding of believing was that works (the by-product of our believing) would automatically follow.

If you are a Christian and have same-sex attraction but you understand it’s a sin and even though you may succumb to the temptation at times, you repent and seek God for help then you are like every other Christian who struggles with something – porn, fornication, etc…

If you are a Christian and you have same-sex attraction but you do not believe it’s a sin then we have a problem.

1 John 1:5-10

This is the message we have heard from Him and announce to you, that God is Light, and in Him there is no darkness at all.  If we say that we have fellowship with Him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth; but if we walk in the Light as He Himself is in the Light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin.  If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves and the truth is not in us.  If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar and His word is not in us.
As a Christian the conversation needs to be looked at theologically.  The uncomfortableness of the issue with LGBT agenda is the fact that they are removing the lines of what the Bible considers sin.  Actually calling darkness light. Is homosexuality a greater sin than lying or gluttony?  No, but the LGBT agenda is trying to change the rules.

There becomes a choice of how we live our lives.  Live by the rules of our culture or live biblically.

Augustine

If you believe what you like in the gospels, and reject what you don’t like, it is not the gospel you believe, but yourself.

I am very weary because the moment you move the line of what sin is you are in a dangerous place and that is what is happening around us.

Someone murders someone – that person doesn’t say murder is not a sin.  Or cheating, lying – the liar doesn’t say, “actually that is not a sin anymore.”  The result is no room for repentance.

If you had same-sex attraction can you be a leader at SP? 

Again depends on what type of gay person you are.  If you recognize it as a sin and even though you may succumb but you are repentant and seek for help then yes you can be a leader.  

No one is perfect.  I would say self-righteousness is much more dangerous than many sins that religious people condemn today.

Aren’t we supposed to not judge?  Why then are Christians judging homosexual behavior?

D.A. Carson

…forbid all judging of any kind, for the moral distinctions drawn in the Sermon on the Mount require that decisive judgments be made.  Jesus Himself goes on to speak of some people as dogs and pigs (v. 6) and to warn of false prophets.  Elsewhere He demands that people “make a right judgment.”   All this presupposes that some kinds of judging are not only legitimate but mandated.  Jesus’ demand here is for His disciples not to be judgmental.

People are so quick to point Matthew 7:1 – judge not – which clearly means do not judge hypocritically, unfairly, superficially, or to condemn.

They forget John 7:24


Do not judge according to appearance, but judge with righteous judgment. 

We are to judge righteously.

Jesus spent time with those whom society marginalized, specifically the prostitutes and tax collectors.  Aren’t gay people the modern day prostitutes and tax collectors?

Yes He did but what did He really do?

Did He encourage the tax collectors to extort more money?

Did He encourage the prostitutes to serve their clients better?

No.  He reached out to them, got involved in their lives and changed them.

Transformational inclusion v. affirmational inclusion.

I am grateful Jesus didn’t come into my life to affirm my lifestyle but to transform me.

The LGBT movement wants to be constantly affirmed.  

Isn’t the first step we take in following Him not affirming ourselves but denying ourselves?

Matthew 16:24

Then Jesus said to His disciples, “If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross and follow Me.

What is SP’s stance on same-sex marriage?

Same-sex union – at SP we will use this word instead of gay marriage or same-sex marriage because marriage in the Bible is between a man and a woman.

Words are important.  Society has a habit of changing words to accomplish political ends.

· In German dictionaries you’ll find the letters N.S. following certain definitions.  The bracketed letters indicate that the meaning was assigned by the National Socialists – Nazi’s.  It was their way of redefining words for their political ends.

· Post – 1917 Russia – whole groups of the Russian population were called “former persons.”  The definition indicated that the communist gov’t decided those groups were no longer relevant to the state, which led to incarcerations, deployments to Siberia and Central Asia, cruel treatment, and death.

· Bill Clinton trying to explain his adulterous relationship with Monica Lewinsky by redefining what sex means.

Now the same with marriage.  Change the ideology by changing the definition.
NT Wright likens it to a government deciding that black is white.  He says everyone may vote for that new understanding and be in favor of the idea but the decision doesn’t make it a reality.

The word marriage for thousands of years and cross culturally has meant between a man and a woman.

The idea of marriage between one man and one woman is one of the most powerful narratives in the Scriptures that starts at creation.  God made complementary pairs that work together – heaven and earth, sea and dry land, night and day, etc…

Which leads us to the culmination of creation, which is male and female.

The state can create a contract with two people who want to marry but only God can make covenant between a man and a woman – marriage.

E.g. – PMC couples.

Why do other pastors/churches affirm same sex attraction?

Good question.  I don’t know?  But Paul prophesied that this time would come.

1 Timothy 4:1

But the Spirit explicitly says that in later times some will fall away from the faith, paying attention to deceitful spirits and doctrines of demons,
It’s the spirit of this age.

Ephesians 2:1-3

And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience.  Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest
So how now shall we live?

The church has always been counter-cultural.  

What is SP’s stance?  We love everyone.  We welcome everyone to SP.  All are sinners and fall short of the glory of God.  All of us need to be forgiven and redeemed.  

Will we speak out for biblical living?  Yes!

Ephesians 4:15

But speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him who is the head, even Christ

We need to follow Jesus’ example.

John 8:1-11

I do not condemn you, either.  From now on sin no more.

Radical middle – I don’t condemn you but sin no more.

This needs to be our message.
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