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1 Corinthians 12:1


Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be unaware.

Message

What I want to talk about now is the various ways God’s Spirit gets worked in our lives.  This is complex and often misunderstood, but I want you to be informed and knowledgeable.  

Pneumatikos – adjective – relating to the human spirit, or rational soul, as part of the man, which is akin to God and serves as his instrument or organ.
I asked the question in Jan 2017, “What does it mean to be spiritual?”  I guess I am attempting to answer that very broad question this year.  

My heart is that of Paul, I want our congregation to be informed and knowledgeable.  

Pierre Teilhard de Chardin

We are not human beings having a spiritual experience.  We are spiritual being having a human experience.

So let’s start our whole conversation with the Source – the Holy Spirit.

John 3:8

The wind blows where it wishes and you hear the sound of it, but do not know where it comes from and where it is going; so is everyone who is born of the Spirit.

Who can see the wind, neither you nor I?

But when the trees bow down their heads

You know the wind is passing by.

Who can see the Spirit, neither you nor I?

But when lives are transformed

You know the Spirit is passing by.

What is the work of the Holy Spirit?

The great Norwegian explorer Roald Amundsen, the first to discover the magnetic meridian of the North Pole and to discover the South Pole. On one of his trips, Amundsen took a homing pigeon with him. When he had finally reached the top of the world, he opened the bird's cage and set it free.

Imagine the delight of Amundsen's wife, back in Norway, when she looked up from the doorway of her home and saw the pigeon circling in the sky above.

No doubt she exclaimed, "He's alive! My husband is still alive!"

So it was when Jesus ascended. He was gone, but the disciples clung to his promise to send them the Holy Spirit. What joy, then, when the dovelike Holy Spirit descended at Pentecost. The disciples had with them the continual reminder that Jesus was alive and victorious at the right of the Father. This continues to be the Spirit's message.

The Holy Spirit comes to remind us that He is still alive.

Hebrews 13:8

Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.

John 14:26

But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name,

He will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I said to you.

Acts 2 - Pentecost

The coming of the Spirit was the birth of the church.

In one shot, everything became equal.

In OT, only kings could be assured of the presence of Holy Spirit.

Now, the Holy Spirit was made available to anyone who was willing to receive.

It was the ultimate sign of our weakness. In of ourselves, we cannot do It. God has to do it so He sent us His Spirit.

Jesus ascended to heaven and left for us on earth the Holy Spirit to lead us into truth (John 14:17), to teach us (14:26), to empower us (Acts 1:8), to convict us (16:8), to be in us (1 Corinthians 6: 19), and to help us (14: 16).

The Holy Spirit is not a power, force, or some thing. He is the Third Person of the Trinity.
Greek - pneuma which is literally translated wind or better as breath.

· Non-gender word. Should be translated "it"

· Gospel writers broke Greek grammar and at every turn translated It Him.

· Why? Because Holy Spirit Is the Third Person of the Trinity.

How important is it to receive the Holy Spirit?

· John 16:7 advantage

· Luke 24:49 wait

· Acts 8:16 different baptism

How can I be filled with the Holy Spirit?

Acts 8:14-21

· Through prayer - v.15

· Laying on of hands - v.17

· Right heart before God - v.21

How many times do I have to be filled with the Holy Spirit?

· Ephesians 5:18 - continually filled. Notice that it is a command. Don't be passive. Ask God for daily bread. We don't just passively wait; we go out and get it knowing that He has provided work, opportunities, etc.
· Acts 2:4 - apostles were filled with the Spirit and then filled again In Acts 4:8 - having just been filled with the Holy Spirit, and 4:31
· Picture a glass with holes

What happens when I get filled with the Holy Spirit?

1 Corinthians 12:4-7

· Gifts – charisma

· Ministries - diakonia - diakonos is a minister

· Effects - energema - results of the energy of God

· Manifestation - Spirit produced display

People will sometimes tremble (Daniel 10:10), fall down (Revelation 1:17), weep, kneel, feel peaceful, rest, stand, worship, etc.
Evan Roberts

24-year-old coal miner went to Bible College. Heard a preacher named Seth

Joshua and was greatly moved. Asked Principal Philips if he could join Joshua on a preaching campaign and was granted permission. At a Wed. night meeting at a dead church, Joshua cried out in frustration, "Oh God, bend us."

Evan was so moved, he knelt and cried, "Oh God, bend me."

He asked permission from his principle to go home to preach.

Went home and asked the pastor of the church if he could preach. Pastor finally agreed to a Wed. night prayer meeting and Evan could preach after the Pastor was done. 16 people stayed. He gave a four-point sermon...
1. Put away any known sin in your life.

2. If you've harmed anyone, make it right.

3. Obey the promptings of the Holy Spirit immediately.

4. Tell others about Christ.

They began to pray and the whole place shook. Within two weeks, no food was left on grocery store shelves. In two years, 100,000 commitments were made to Christ. 

Police stations were empty, coal miners had to retrain their donkeys.

This revival spread to US, Korea, China.

Oh God, bend us!
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