The Presence of God
Have you ever felt the presence of God?
Presence. A person’s presence is something really special, and not easily explained.
Often times, presence is one of those things you don’t appreciate until you lose it.
· When kids get dropped off at Bumble Bee
· Sleep overs and being home sick
· When a loved one passes away
· When you break-up from your girlfriend/boyfriend
· When I leave HK
But you can only lose something, if you have something to lose.
And because of that loss, sometimes we try not to be vulnerable, in an effort to protect ourselves.
Here is what C.S. Lewis had to say about loving and being vulnerable:
“To love at all is to be vulnerable. Love anything and your heart will be wrung and possibly broken. If you want to make sure of keeping it intact you must give it to no one, not even an animal. Wrap it carefully round with hobbies and little luxuries; avoid all entanglements. Lock it up safe in the casket or coffin of your selfishness. But in that casket, safe, dark, motionless, airless, it will change. It will not be broken; it will become unbreakable, impenetrable, irredeemable. To love is to be vulnerable.”
This applies to our relationships with people, but it applies to our relationship with God too. We are comfortable where we are. If we get too close to God, we don’t know what God will ask of us.
Have you ever felt the presence of God?
A more poignant question would be, do you want to experience the presence of God?
Surprisingly, the answer I get from people is not always a yes. It’s more of a... I don’t have to. If I don’t I’m good, If I do I’m good. I’m open minded.
Why is that? I’m not sure. Maybe you don’t know that much about Him.
But today I’m going to share on the significance of the presence of God by letting you know about Holy Spirit’s past, origin story, and some of the experiences I’ve had with him, where hopefully you can go from being open minded to firmly wanting it.
The Past
In the beginning
Genesis 1:2 (NASB)
The earth was formless and void, and darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was moving over the surface of the waters.
Was there at the beginning, before even creation.
The Spirit of God is the Holy Spirit
The Holy Spirit is God’s personal presence
Hebrew: Ruakh
Greek: Pneuma
Energy…
Wind = invisible, powerful
Breath = gives/sustains life, vitality
Joseph's interpretation of dreams
Genesis 41:38 NASBS
Then Pharaoh said to his servants, "Can we find a man like this, in whom is a divine spirit?"
· Divine is Eloheem = God
· Spirit is Ruakh
· In ESV it is translated Spirit of God
Bezalel chief artizan of the tabernacle
Exodus 31:2-5 NASBS
"See, I have called by name Bezalel, the son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah. [3] I have filled him with the Spirit of God in wisdom, in understanding, in knowledge, and in all kinds of craftsmanship, [4] to make artistic designs for work in gold, in silver, and in bronze, [5] and in the cutting of stones for settings, and in the carving of wood, that he may work in all kinds of craftsmanship.
Jesus is baptized
Matthew 3:16-17 NASBS
After being baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the water; and behold, the heavens were opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending as a dove and lighting on Him, [17] and behold, a voice out of the heavens said, "This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well-pleased."
Jesus said we will do more
John 14:12 NASBS
Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do, he will do also; and greater works than these he will do;
Jesus gives us the Holy Spirit
John 14:16 NASBS
[16]I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may be with you forever; 
So why do we need the Holy Spirit?
Origin Story
Garden of Eden
Perfect relationship. When they were kicked out of the garden.
· Not only are they missing out on amazing produce
· Being free from shame and condemnation
· But they lost the abiding presence of God
· How hard must that of been? What can fill a literal God shaped void
And so begins the entire story, of God’s plan to restore his presence with His people.
Tabernacle and Temple
The most prominent way God's presence is experienced in the OT is in the tabernacle and the temple. The structure of the book of Exodus is based on the motif of the presence of God. 

Chap. 3 - Starts off in Sinai at the burning bush
Exodus 3:2-5 NASBS
The angel of the LORD appeared to him in a blazing fire from the midst of a bush; and he looked, and behold, the bush was burning with fire, yet the bush was not consumed. [3] So Moses said, "I must turn aside now and see this marvelous sight, why the bush is not burned up." [4] When the LORD saw that he turned aside to look, God called to him from the midst of the bush and said, "Moses, Moses!" And he said, "Here I am." [5] Then He said, "Do not come near here; remove your sandals from your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground."
Chap. 19 - Israelites reach Mount Sinai.
Exodus 19:5-6 NASBS
Now then, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant, then you shall be My own possession among all the peoples, for all the earth is Mine; [6] and you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.' These are the words that you shall speak to the sons of Israel."
Exodus 19:8 NASBS
All the people answered together and said, "All that the LORD has spoken we will do!" And Moses brought back the words of the people to the LORD.
Exodus 19:9 NASBS
The LORD said to Moses, "Behold, I will come to you in a thick cloud, so that the people may hear when I speak with you and may also believe in you forever." Then Moses told the words of the people to the LORD.
Chap. 20-24 - giving of the Book of the Covenant
· 10 commandments and additional commands
· Terms of the covenant are how God and the Israelites are going to relate
· Basically a DTR
Exodus 24:3 NASBS
Then Moses came and recounted to the people all the words of the LORD and all the ordinances; and all the people answered with one voice and said, "All the words which the LORD has spoken we will do!”
Chap. 25-31 - tabernacle given and instructions
Exodus 25:8 NASBS
Let them construct a sanctuary for Me, that I may dwell among them.
· His presence was in the clouds with Moses, but now God would come down to His people.
· Outer courtyard w alter, tent w outer room and inner room, inside inner room is the ark of the covenant.
Chap. 32 - disaster in the desert
Exodus 32:1 NASBS
Now when the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the mountain, the people assembled about Aaron and said to him, "Come, make us a god who will go before us; as for this Moses, the man who brought us up from the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of him."
Chap. 33 - announcement by God to Moses that His presence will not go, but an angel will instead. Moses recognizes the inadequacy of this solution and intercedes
Exodus 33:15-16 NASBS
Then he said to Him, "If Your presence does not go with us, do not lead us up from here. [16] For how then can it be known that I have found favor in Your sight, I and Your people? Is it not by Your going with us, so that we, I and Your people, may be distinguished from all the other people who are upon the face of the earth?"
Chap. 34 - revelation of God's character
Exodus 34:6-7 BPV
The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in covenant faithfulness. He forgives sin, but will not leave the wicked unpunished.
Chap. 35-40 - construction of the tabernacle which concludes with the descent of God's glory (Exodus 40:35)

With that they are ready to journey to the place that the Lord God will choose as a dwelling for His name led by the presence of God symbolized by the pillar of cloud and the pillar of fire.

Eventually the promise was finally fulfilled in the construction of Solomon's temple, where the same glory as in Exodus 40 descended and filled His temple (1 Kings 8:11).

Thus, Jerusalem and the temple became the focal point of Israel's existence in the promised land.
More than law, dietary restrictions, circumcision, or Sabbath observance, God's presence with Israel is what distinguished them as God's people.
(That too should be what distinguishes us as Christians.)
But Israel's failure caused them to forfeit the presence of God. The fall of Jerusalem and the exile is a tragedy for the Israelites because the temple, where God has chosen to dwell is destroyed and the captives are no longer distinguished by the presence of God.

The Prophets

But all was not lost. Central to the prophetic hope was the promised return of God's presence.

Ezekiel 37:27 
My dwelling place also will be with them; and I will be their God and they will be My people.

Malachi 3:1 
Behold, I am going to send My messenger, and he will clear the way before Me. And the Lord, whom you seek, will suddenly come to His temple; and the messenger of the covenant, in whom you delight, behold, He is coming, says the Lord of hosts.

The motif of the renewed presence is tied directly to the hope of a restored temple.

Paul

What does this have to do with us?

1 Corinthians 3:16
Do you not know that you are a temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you? 

2 Corinthians 6:16
Or what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For we are the temple of the living God; just as God said, "I WILL DWELL IN THEM AND WALK AMONG THEM; AND I WILL BE THEIR GOD, AND THEY SHALL BE MY PEOPLE.
The Apostle Paul said that the temple and tabernacle is no longer buildings and tents, it is now us. The Spirit is now in the believer.
Conclusion

The Spirit is not merely an impersonal force or influence or power. The Spirit is none other than the fulfillment of the promise that God Himself would once again be present with His people.

Read the Bible from God’s perspective, we realize the extent that God really wants to have a relationship with us, and give us his presence.

If we ask, He will come.
So do you want it?
