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Introduction - Sweet 16

Several months ago, while in prayer, Rita got the word Sweet 16.  She thought it might apply to our daughter Kellie who plays soccer at Azusa Pacific University.  Sweet 16 is a phrase used for athletic tournaments as you advance from a larger field down to 16 teams.
Unfortunately, that didn’t apply to our daughter’s soccer team but we did find it interesting that you are celebrating your 16th anniversary.  

The term Sweet 16 is also used in the U.S. when a person turns 16 years old.  This is often seen as a transition year of moving from adolescence toward adulthood.

· Often, people get their drivers license when they turn 16.

· It’s a time of life when people begin to get part-time jobs.

· Sixteen-year-olds often begin to express their independence.

· Often, this is the age when they start thinking a lot more seriously about their next stage in life, like applying to colleges.  

· Even our bodies look more mature and begin taking on the physical features of an adult.

· Sometimes, people start to date around this age.

Rita and I started dating when she was 16 and a junior in high school.  I was 17 and a senior.
So, I felt like the Lord wanted me to talk to you guys about growing into spiritual adulthood.  Of course, this is a pretty big topic that can’t possibly be covered in its entirety but hopefully I can shed some insight on it.  

In these three talks, I want to look at:

· Living for God’s glory; 
· tomorrow I want to talk about Maturing as a Minister;
· and on Sunday I want to look at Marks of Relational Maturity.
One of the bigger shifts that takes place when a person moves from spiritual adolescence to spiritual adulthood is they begin living for God’s glory.
God’s glory can be hard to define.  What is glory?
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Descriptions of Glory: God’s splendor, majesty, perfections, greatness, grandeur, brilliance, renown, magnificence, and eminence.  
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Definition: God’s glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections.
Throughout Scripture, God’s glory is a consistent theme that runs through it.

For Example: 
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God’s glory is revealed in creation

Psalm 19:1

The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands.

Last month we had a really great view of the lunar eclipse.  It was amazing to watch the moon slowly disappear and seem to turn blood red.
I always marvel at the way the Lord created the heavens!  It blows my mind that while it feels like we’re sitting or standing still, we are actually moving pretty fast.  

The earth is rotating on its axis so we’re spinning somewhere close to 1,600 km/hour (1,000 miles/hr).

Not only that, but the earth is also orbiting around the sun so we’re also moving at 107,000 km/hr (66,000 miles/hr).

But the sun and earth are also making our way around the galaxy.  And we’re moving at 792,000 km/hr (483,000 miles/hr)!
It’s crazy how fast we’re actually moving!  The speed and the vast distances between the stars and the galaxies is mind boggling!  When I look up to the heavens, they truly do speak of the glory of God!
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God’s Glory was Revealed in His Miraculous Deliverance

God had delivered Israel from slavery in Egypt by parting the waters of the Red Sea, and then removing his hand, bringing the waters back on top of the Egyptians after Israel had crossed.  This miracle from the Lord came after the 10 plagues that demonstrated God’s power over the Egyptian gods.
Then Moses and the Israelites sang a song to the Lord.  Here is one line from that song:
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Exodus 15:11
Who among the gods is like you, O Lord? Who is like you— majestic in holiness, awesome in glory, working wonders?
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Jesus’ glory was revealed in His miracles 

John 2:11

What Jesus did here in Cana of Galilee was the first of the signs through which he revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him.
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Jesus’ glory was seen in His brilliant radiance
Matthew 17:1-2

1 After six days Jesus took with him Peter, James and John the brother of James, and led them up a high mountain by themselves.  2 There he was transfigured before them.  His face shone like the sun, and his clothes became as white as the light.

Hebrews 1:3

The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word. 
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His glory will be revealed at His second coming

Matthew 25:31

“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his glorious throne.
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His glory is even evident in his judgment

2 Thessalonians 1:9

They will be punished with everlasting destruction and shut out from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of his might.
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God’s glory will illuminate the New Jerusalem!

Revelation 21:22-23

22 I did not see a temple in the city, because the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. 23 The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and the Lamb is its lamp. 
From the Garden of Eden to the New Jerusalem;

From Genesis to Revelation;

From beginning of time to eternity;

Without a doubt, the glory of God is a major theme throughout the Scripture!

So, as we mature, we see more and more clearly the excellence, majesty, goodness, power, splendor, and brilliance of God!

Our Response to God’s Glory is Praise
Because God is glorious, the appropriate response to His all surpassing glory is praise.

Scripture is filled with plenty of passages that describe spontaneous praise expressed by God’s people.

For example, David praises the Lord for His protection from his enemies.
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Psalm 18:3
I called to the Lord, who is worthy of praise, and I have been saved from my enemies.
When David is hiding in the hot desert, probably when King Saul was pursuing him he still found cause to praise the Lord:
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Psalm 63:1-5

1 O God, you are my God,
    earnestly I seek you;
My soul thirsts for you;
    my body longs for you,
in a dry and weary land
    where there is no water.
2 I have seen you in the sanctuary
    and beheld your power and your glory.
3 Because your love is better than life,
    my lips will glorify you.
4 I will praise you as long as I live,
    and in your name I will lift up my hands.
5 My soul will be satisfied as with the richest of foods;
    with singing lips my mouth will praise you.

While praising God is the appropriate response to God’s glory, what can be off-putting to some, is the fact that God does things for the very purpose of receiving praise.
For example, in the 1st chapter of Ephesians, 3 times it speaks to this:
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Ephesians 1:4-6

4 For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love 5 he predestined us to be adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will— 6 to the praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One he loves. 
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Ephesians 1:11-12

11 In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will, 12 in order that we, who were the first to put our hope in Christ, might be for the praise of his glory. 
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Ephesians 1:13-14

13 And you also were included in Christ when you heard the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation. When you believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, 14 who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s possession—to the praise of his glory.

God does these things for the ultimate purpose of prompting praise for His glory.  But the fact that He does this for that purpose seems to diminish His glory!

No one likes a show off!  When God seeks the praise from His people it makes God out to look like He needs an ego boost because He’s just not that confident about who He is.

In fact, who wants to worship and give praise to a God who is so insecure that He requires praise and worship!?  Many people have stumbled over this dilemma.  How can we authentically praise God when the very praise He seeks seems to make Him less glorious and therefore less worthy of our praise?
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God Desires Our Praise For Us!
The solution is to see that the very nature of praise is to express the excellence and magnificence of the thing being praised.  As humans we see this all around us.  

· What do we do when we eat a wonderful meal?  We praise the cook!

· What do we do when we witness the outstanding feat of an athlete?  We praise it!

· What do we do when we attend a spectacular concert?  We tell all our friends how amazing it was!  

Praise is the natural expression of our thorough enjoyment of something.

So, for God to do things for the praise of His glory, it’s not for Himself, it’s for us!  He wants us to thoroughly find our deepest joy and pleasure in Him because when we do, it will elicit praise! 
Growing toward maturity means that we have a greater appreciation for God’s glory and our praise for His glory flows from our lips.

But our response to God’s glory doesn’t stop with praise, it also includes joining Him in His work.
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Our Response to God’s Glory is Joining Him

What do I mean by that?

Joining means we’re about His purposes.
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Joshua 5:13-15

13 Now when Joshua was near Jericho, he looked up and saw a man standing in front of him with a drawn sword in his hand. Joshua went up to him and asked, “Are you for us or for our enemies?”

14 “Neither,” he replied, “but as commander of the army of the Lord I have now come.” Then Joshua fell facedown to the ground in reverence, and asked him, “What message does my Lord have for his servant?”

15 The commander of the Lord’s army replied, “Take off your sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy.” And Joshua did so.

What an encounter Joshua had with this commander of the Lord’s army!  It must have been startling and intimidating to see this menacing figure standing with a drawn sword.  But instead of retreating, Joshua went up to him!  The question is a natural one.  On the eve of engagement with the enemy, Joshua wanted to know if this man was friend or foe.  The response of the commander is instructive, ‘neither’ he replied.  This speaks to an important lesson we must capture.  We always want God to be for us, to be on our side.  We want God to bless us and our plans.  But Joshua and all of God’s people need to realize that the Lord wants to make it clear that he calls us to be on His side.  That we must choose if we are going to join Him in His cause or if we are going to seek to have Him join us in our cause. 

Joshua’s reply is one of humility.  He falls to the ground and asks ‘what message do you have for your servant?’  Joshua is yielded to the Lord.  His life is at the disposal of his master.  Before giving him battle instructions, the commander tells Joshua to take off his sandals because he was standing on holy ground.

This is reminiscent of Moses’ encounter with God in the burning bush.  God instructed both of them to remove their sandals as a way of acknowledging the presence and holiness of God.  When God called Moses, He was instructing him to act as His messenger to deliver God’s people from bondage.  When God called Joshua, He was instructing Him to take possession of the Promised Land.  Both were expressions of God’s will.  Both would demand an extraordinary amount of strength and courage.  Both would require exceptional leadership.  
God had already spoken to Joshua about exalting him in the eyes of the nation.  But this is the rub.  In order to accomplish God’s purposes, there is often the necessity of using a human leader who, because of the tremendous work of God, will gain notoriety, stature, and influence.  There must be a strong sense of the holiness of God.  That we must always remain true to making sure that God is glorified.  God is not on our side, He wants us to be on His side.  The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.

We want God to be on our side.  God wants us to be on His side.

Cornerstone’s mission statement: To join God in reaching and transforming people into passionate followers of Christ.

Take off your sandals – we’re on holy ground!

Are you willing to take off the shoes you are wearing that perhaps symbolize your life up to this point, of asking God to go where you want to go?  And now all you have are feet that are willing to go where God wants you to go.

Don’t think geographically, think purposefully.  How beautiful are the feet that bring good news!
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