Solomon’s Porch 16th Anniversary Celebration

Sweet 16 – Growing into Spiritual Adulthood

Session 2 – Maturing as a Minister
February 16, 2019
Introduction
Yesterday I spoke on Living for God’s Glory and that lays the foundation of our growth toward spiritual adulthood.  Today I want to talk about what it looks like to mature as a minister.

I’ve had the honor to be in ministry for about 37 years.  I served as a volunteer for 14 years in various capacities and vocational, pastoral ministry for 23 years. That is a long time to be involved in ministry and there have been a lot of things I’ve learned along the way about what it means to be a minister.
Of course, it probably goes without saying, but just to be clear, I’m coming from the perspective that we’re all called to be ministers.  You may not be a pastor but we are called to be a minister.  
Personal Background
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Philippians 3:10-21

10 I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11 and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dead.

12 Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already been made perfect, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. 13 Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.

15 All of us, then, who are mature should take such a view of things. And if on some point you think differently, that too God will make clear to you. 16 Only let us live up to what we have already attained.

17 Join together in following my example, brothers, and take note of those who live according to the pattern we gave you. 18 For, as I have often told you before and now say again even with tears, many live as enemies of the cross of Christ. 19 Their destiny is destruction, their god is their stomach, and their glory is in their shame. Their mind is on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heaven.  And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21 who, by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body.

From this passage I want to share with you 3 marks of a mature minister.
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1. A mature minister’s first goal is intimacy with Christ.
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10 I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11 and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dead.

I use the word intimacy because it captures the essence of what the word translated into the English word, ‘to know’, actually means.

There was a time when the word ‘Know’ was understood to mean deep and close intimacy.  For example, in Genesis 4:1, some older translations say:
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Genesis 4:1 (KJV)

And Adam knew Eve his wife; and she conceived, and bare Cain, and said, I have gotten a man from the Lord.
Obviously, the word ‘knew’ carries the meaning of sexual relations, one of the most intimate expressions of knowing someone.

Paul wanted to know Christ, and that included experiencing His resurrection life and even suffering for the sake of accomplishing God’s will.  Knowing is not just a mental, intellectual understanding.  Knowing is experiential.  

Rita and I have known each other for 40 years.  There’s no one on earth that knows her better than I do.  And she knows me better than anyone else.  Even our older siblings, who have been in relationship with us for a longer time, don’t know us better.  

We have intimate knowledge of each other.  Intimacy is a two-way street.  You can’t be intimate with someone and they’re not intimate with you.

This is what the mature minister desires most of all – intimacy with God.  Not only that, but this is what God wants with us!
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Matthew 7:21-23

21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22 Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name and in your name drive out demons and in your name perform many miracles?’ 23 Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!’
That’s a remarkable statement from an omniscient God, when He says, ‘I never knew you.’  Knowing is about intimacy and being close and there’s nothing more important than being intimate with Christ.
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2. Mature ministers understand they haven’t arrived.
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12 Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already been made perfect, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. 13 Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.

15 All of us, then, who are mature should take such a view of things. And if on some point you think differently, that too God will make clear to you. 16 Only let us live up to what we have already attained.

As much as Paul knew, and as close as he was to the Lord, there was more for him to learn and experience.  Even for the most mature person, there’s more to learn.  Since God is infinite, you can never come to that place where there’s no more to learn.
There’s also much to learn when it comes to reaching people.  Culture changes rapidly.  While we don’t want to become a slave to the culture, we want to be discerning when to make changes in our approach to ministry.
Jesus Changed His Approach

Even in Jesus’ day, when He initially sent out His disciples in Luke 9:3 He instructed them not to take anything with them.  No food, no bag, no staff, no extra clothes.  By the time He’s near the end of His ministry, in Luke 22, He tells them to take a bag and to take a purse and to even take a sword.  Why?  Because the receptivity of the people had changed.

At the beginning of His ministry, the great majority of the people were enamored by Him.  His popularity was very high.  But near the end, the opposition had become intense and so His followers shouldn’t expect such a warm welcome.

There’s always more to learn, more to discern, more to develop.  We don’t arrive until we get to heaven.

Paul’s orientation is forward.  He’s looking ahead because he knew God wasn’t finished with him.  

Caleb

One of my favorite people in the Old Testament is a man named Caleb.  Caleb was one of the twelve men sent into the Promised Land as a reconnaissance team by Moses.  He was 40 years old at the time.  Only Caleb and Joshua came back believing that God would help them defeat all the inhabitants in the land of Canaan.  
The other 10 men discouraged the entire nation and they shrank back from trusting in God.  So, God swore that none of them or any of the men over 20 years old would enter the Promised Land, except Caleb and Joshua.
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Numbers 14:24

But because my servant Caleb has a different spirit and follows me wholeheartedly, I will bring him into the land he went to, and his descendants will inherit it.

After wandering in the wilderness for another 40 years and clearing out the land for 5 years, Caleb was now 85 years old.  
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Joshua 14:10-12

10 “Now then, just as the Lord promised, he has kept me alive for forty-five years since the time he said this to Moses, while Israel moved about in the desert. So here I am today, eighty-five years old! 11 I am still as strong today as the day Moses sent me out; I’m just as vigorous to go out to battle now as I was then. 12 Now give me this hill country that the Lord promised me that day. You yourself heard then that the Anakites were there and their cities were large and fortified, but, the Lord helping me, I will drive them out just as he said.”

Even at 85, Caleb wasn’t looking back, he was looking forward!  He was ready to fight and trust in God’s promises as when he was 40 years old!
Relative to all of you, I’m an old man.  But I want to be like Caleb, and still trusting in the Lord and believing Him for great things when I’m 85 years old!  Why? Because there more that the Lord has for me!  And there’s more that the Lord has for you!

Often, as people age, they stop stepping out in faith.  Maybe it’s because they feel like they have more to lose.  But spiritual maturity means we continue to walk by faith throughout our lifetime.
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3. A mature minister ministers for the glory of Christ.
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Philippians 3:17-21
17 Join together in following my example, brothers, and take note of those who live according to the pattern we gave you. 18 For, as I have often told you before and now say again even with tears, many live as enemies of the cross of Christ. 19 Their destiny is destruction, their god is their stomach, and their glory is in their shame. Their mind is on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heaven.  And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21 who, by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body.

Paul set an example for others to follow.  But it wasn’t just any example, it was a godly example.  See, there were other people of influence who Paul warned them about because their example was destructive.  They were on the wrong path.  They were using ministry for their own glory and self-serving agenda.
When it says, that their god is their stomachs, it means that they were driven by their flesh and their minds we’re on earthly things.  We need to be incredibly discerning because there is a prosperity gospel that makes God a means to an end.

There are celebrity pastors and leaders who become so popular and live like rock stars.  It doesn’t mean that every well-known ministry leader is motivated by fame and fortune but there is a warning for all of us to make sure as we grow as a minister, whether it’s our vocation or not, we need to make sure we remember our citizenship is in heaven.

As ministers, our hearts are to build God’s kingdom, and much of that will be through our local church families.  As ministers in the Solomon’s Porch family, make it your goal to keep the church moving forward in a healthy way.  Don’t allow earthly things to capture your heart.  
There are some folks who are incredibly good at all the tech stuff.  Getting the latest equipment and technology is a lot of fun.  We’re redoing our web site and I know that for tech folks they really get excited when a web site is really clean and easy to navigate.  Or when an app can make things so much more efficient.  But just make sure you keep your eyes on Jesus.  That the goal of the technology should be that people connect to Jesus.

There are creative types – people who can act, sing, play instruments, draw, and do all sorts of things that really boggle my mind.  Make sure that in the honing of your craft that it doesn’t become about the excellence of the performance but the connection you and others have with Jesus.

For those of us who communicate, teachers, preachers, counselors, we can impress people with insight and well-crafted messages and lessons, but always, always remember, if people walk away impressed with us, we’ve failed but if they have connected with Jesus, we’ve done our job.

Make sure Jesus is always at the forefront of everything we do.  Jesus, the one we wait for, our Savior from heaven.
1

