190224 Treasuring the Presence of God
John 1:29-34 NASB
29 The next day he *saw Jesus coming to him and *said, “Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! 30 This is He on behalf of whom I said, ‘After me comes a Man who has a higher rank than I, for He existed before me.’ 31 I did not recognize Him, but so that He might be manifested to Israel, I came baptizing in water.” 32 John testified saying, “I have seen the Spirit descending as a dove out of heaven, and He remained upon Him. 33 I did not recognize Him, but He who sent me to baptize in water said to me, ‘He upon whom you see the Spirit descending and remaining upon Him, this is the One who baptizes in the Holy Spirit.’ 34 I myself have seen, and have testified that this is the Son of God.”
Part 1: A big picture understanding of what we have been talking about
We’re talking about the Holy Spirit this year
· So far, the emphasis has been on having an experience of being filled with the Holy Spirit
· A subsequent experience with the Holy Spirit (at the time of salvation or some time later) 
· P. Sam’s experience 
· P. Kenny’s experience
· What these encounters do:
· God and the message of the gospel become real to us in a supernatural way. 
· All of the transformation that this gospel promises (the “abundant” life that Jesus talks about, the living water flowing out of us, the life of infinite joy, the peace that surpasses understanding, a life of happy surrender, happy obedience, boldness and courage) - these things actually happen in our lives. These transformations ACTUALLY take place in our hearts. 
· Question - how many of us WANT this kind of incredible supernatural life, and yet you never seem to really change? 
· For many Christians, the only way to this kind of inner transformation is an INTELLECTUAL exercise of reflecting upon the gospel
· Rom 12:2 - being transformed by the renewing of the mind
· God loves me unconditionally. It is demonstrated on the cross. Whom shall I fear? And we become bolder at work, sharing the gospel. 
· God loves me unconditionally. He’s a good Father. Demonstrated on the cross. I can trust Him. I’ll seek first His kingdom. 
· But I want to suggest that this intellectual exercise of the mind is not the only way for change to happen.
· There is a DIRECT and IMMEDIATE witness of the Holy Spirit that speaks to our hearts in a supernatural way about the love of God, the grace of God, the goodness of God, which basically supercharges this kind of inner transformation. 
· RT Kendall’s book, Holy Fire, is a GREAT book to read if you want to study and learn about this topic at a deeper level
· His testimony of an immediate and direct work of the HS
· About 19 years old. One year into ministry. Greatly troubled in his heart. Feeling anxious. For about six months, apparently, he had been tormented by these thoughts. 
· At six thirty on Monday morning—October 31, 1955—while driving back to Nashville, I decided to spend the journey in prayer rather than play my car radio. I had no idea that the greatest experience of my life up to then was about to take place. I can take you very near the spot on old US 41—at the bottom of Monteagle Mountain—when a heavy burden came on me as I prayed. The anxiety again returned—with a vengeance. I found myself in agony. I cried to the Lord, “Am I not sanctified? Am I not even saved?” I did not feel God at all. Two scriptures, however, came to me. First Peter 5:7: “Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you” (KJV); and Matthew 11:30: “My yoke is easy, and my burden is light” (KJV). But my burden that morning was heavy. So heavy. I reasoned that if I could somehow cast my care upon the Lord, I would be able to say my burden is light. All of a sudden as I drove, there to my right was Jesus Christ interceding for me at the right hand of God. It was as real as anything I had ever seen. I felt He was my elder brother, loving me more than I love myself, caring more about me than I cared for myself. But I could not tell what He was saying. It was clear to me that He was at the Father’s right hand and putting His entire relationship with the Father on the line—as if He said, “Come to his rescue, or I resign.” I did not hear those words, but that was the impression I got as the Lord Jesus interceded for me. I burst into tears. I stopped praying and became a spectator. He took over. The next thing I remember—about an hour later—driving through Smyrna, Tennessee, I heard Jesus say to the Father, “He wants it.” The Father replied, “He can have it.” At that moment a surge of holy fire entered into my chest. I was cleansed. I literally felt warmth, also remembering how John Wesley testified to his heart being “strangely warmed” at a Bible study in Aldersgate Street, London. I never felt such peace in my life. This peace was not merely the absence of fear—the anxiety was gone—but the presence of a most blissful rest of soul. I continued to drive on US 41 toward Trevecca, by then only a few minutes away. As I drove, there was Jesus looking at me. I saw His face. It lasted for less than a minute. I parked my car near my dorm in Tidwell Hall, shaved quickly, and went to my first class at 8:00 a.m., wondering whatever had just happened to me.
· Result of this experience?
· Fullness of joy, assurance of salvation, rock-solid faith in the Bible, peace
· Up to this moment, he had been trying to live this Christian life, through reading the Word, praying, reflecting on God, the gospel, His love, etc. But it was difficult. Not impossible. But difficult. 
There’s transformation that comes about through the renewing of our minds
There’s transformation that comes about through encountering the manifest presence of God
We want both!
DISCLAIMER:
Not saying that you have to be a “charismatic” to be truly transformed. 
1. Most likely, no matter your denominational background, you HAVE had many experiences like this (share my parents stories). 
2. We ARE transformed through the renewing of our minds, as we reflect upon the gospel and as we think about what He has done, and we make conscious choices to reflect our belief. 
a.  Feelings come and go. Can’t just rely on the warming of or hearts. 
3. But it’s also true that many HAVE had these encounters with the Holy Spirit that radically changed their walk with God.
a. Story of P. Sam’s uncle
b. Story of Heidi Baker
c. Story of a local pastor here in HK 
4. We want both. And this is why we’re highlighting the importance of this encounter with the Holy Spirit (with the presence of God)
Next week - We will be opening up the altar and praying for people, specifically for this kind of an experience
· Quick word: don’t worry about the outward manifestations. 
· What happens INWARDLY is much more crucial than how your body reacts outwardly
· I have never been very demonstrative. But inwardly, I know that God is transforming me as I draw nearer to His presence. 
Past 2: Treasuring the presence of God
I want to prepare us for next week. P. Sam’s words: creating an atmosphere where the Holy Spirit is welcome. In my prayers with God: Treasuring the presence of God. 
In today’s text, it says of Jesus, that the Spirit came as a dove and REMAINED upon Him
· That’s what we want
· Not just a retreat or conference experience. 
I believe the Holy Spirit comes where He is wanted (where He feels treasured and cherished)… And here’s the MAIN point!
· We REVEAL what we treasure by our actions
· Illustration about my new phone 
· Example of my relationship with Mon
· We treasure the relationship, so we guard the relationship. We are EXTREMELY careful. 
· We are extra sensitive about how we treat the other person, in order to make sure he/she is not offended, not turned off by something, using biblical language, not GRIEVED by anything
If we treasure His presence, I believe we will take EXTRA CARE in order to not GRIEVE Him.
Eph 4:25
25 Therefore, laying aside falsehood, speak truth each one of you with his neighbor, for we are members of one another. 26 Be angry, and yet do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger, 27 and do not give the devil an opportunity. 28 He who steals must steal no longer; but rather he must labor, performing with his own hands what is good, so that he will have something to share with one who has need. 29 Let no unwholesome word proceed from your mouth, but only such a word as is good for edification according to the need of the moment, so that it will give grace to those who hear. 30 Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. 31 Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all malice. 32 Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven you.
1 Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children; 2 and walk in love, just as Christ also loved you and gave Himself up for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God as a fragrant aroma.
3 But immorality or any impurity or greed must not even be named among you, as is proper among saints; 4 and there must be no filthiness and silly talk, or coarse jesting, which are not fitting, but rather giving of thanks. 5 For this you know with certainty, that no immoral or impure person or covetous man, who is an idolater, has an inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God.
Recommended book by RT Kendall - The Sensitivity of the Holy Spirit
1. The HS is sensitive
a. In taking the appearance of a dove, He is revealing to us how sensitive He can be
b. RT Kendall’s book - the Sensitivity of the Holy Spirit
i. Wanted to title it, the Hypersensitivity of the Holy Spirit
ii. Dr. Martyn Lloyd Jones: "The Holy Spirit comes by foot but leaves by horseback."
iii. “I would go so far as to say that the easiest thing in the world to do is to grieve the Holy Spirit.”
iv. Characteristics of the turtle dove (Pete Cantrell):
1. Never fight
2. Can’t stand noise
3. Afraid of people
4. Not territorial (will not fight for a certain territory)
5. Cannot be trained or domesticated
6. Once out of the cage, will never return unless there is no source of food elsewhere (50 doves, 12 pigeons)
c. Cultivating an atmosphere where He is welcome is not easy. It takes great intentionality. Great care. Great sensitivity to what pleases and displeases God. 
2. We must adjust to Him, not Him to us
a. 1 Chr 13 - the story of the Ark
i. 11 Then David became angry because of the Lord’s outburst against Uzza; and he called that place Perez-uzza to this day. 12 David was afraid of God that day, saying, “How can I bring the ark of God home to me?” 13 So David did not take the ark with him to the city of David, but took it aside to the house of Obed-edom the Gittite.
ii. 1 Chr 15:2 - Then David said, “No one is to carry the ark of God but the Levites; for the Lord chose them to carry the ark of God and to minister to Him forever.”
b. We want to make excuses because deep down, we do believe that we have a special relationship with God
i. We like to say, “But Lord!” 
c. Tell my story from Sydney
3. Be quick to repent. 
Psalm 32:1-5
How blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven,
Whose sin is covered!
2 How blessed is the man to whom the Lord does not impute iniquity,
And in whose spirit there is no deceit!
3 When I kept silent about my sin, my body wasted away
Through my groaning all day long.
4 For day and night Your hand was heavy upon me;
My vitality was drained away as with the fever heat of summer. Selah.
5 I acknowledged my sin to You,
And my iniquity I did not hide;
I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord”;
And You forgave the guilt of my sin. Selah.
 Benediction
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace, shalom, from this day forever. 
In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen
