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Let's be very clear that all denominations believe in the Holy Spirit. The controversy is on the present day ministry of the Holy Spirit to empower the church in the area of miracles, healing, signs and wonders, and release of the fullness of the gifts recorded in 1 Corinthians 12 and Romans 12.
The Bible is very clear that His Spirit brings everything that happens in the world forth.

Zechariah 4:6

...Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit, says the Lord of hosts.

Romans 8:5-8

For those who are according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who are according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit. For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the Spirit is life and peace, because the mind set on the flesh is hostile toward God; for it does not subject itself to the law of God, for it is not even able to do so, and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.

What we are talking about is being filled with the immediate presence of God Himself.

· Feeling what God feels

· Speaking by God's word and power

· Desiring what God desires

· Doing what God wants

· Knowing with the knowledge that God Himself gives

The Trinity consists of God, the Father, Jesus, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

How important it is to have the Godhead with us.

Starting SP – no marketing study of who we wanted to design a church service to reach.  Not young professionals working near Central.  

Our strategy was to design a church service to welcome the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit I think other people might show up too.

We dealt with the importance of the Holy Spirit a few weeks ago so no need to go into that again.

I do want to stress the importance of having a relationship with the Godhead though.

Holy Spirit is God.

Acts 5:3-4

But Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and to keep back some of the price of the land?  “While it remained unsold, did it not remain your own? And after it was sold, was it not under your control? Why is it that you have conceived this deed in your heart? You have not lied to men but to God.” 
Ananias & Sapphira lied to Holy Spirit and to God. Peter discerns one act that has grieved two members of the Godhead.

Hindrances (how not) to receive the Holy Spirit:

1. False Humility

Seek the Giver not the gifts.  More spiritual than Apostle Paul.

Sounds so holy but totally unbiblical.  Of course you seek the Giver.

Why or?  I don't want to be an "or" Christian. I want to be an "and" Christian.

Word or the Spirit? Word and the Spirit. Seek Giver and the gifts.

Power and holiness.  Commitment and romance.  Inner beauty and outward beauty.

Pursuit of the radical middle.  When you go after both ends with intensity a tension occurs that creates the radical middle.

2. Ignorance

Romans 10:2

For I bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, but not in accordance with knowledge.

Some have never been taught. Or we were taught that the gifts ceased after the apostolic age. Sounds legit but only thing is there is no evidence in the Bible for that theory.

3. Apathy

Just don't care. Whatever.

When troubles increasingly bombard a person, human nature has a powerful tendency to become apathetic. In other words, when there is no apparent solution, an individual simply lies down and gives up saying, "What’s the use?"
It helps us cope but does us no good.  

It's easier to be uninvolved and shut down our emotions, sensitivities. 

Much more difficult to get involved emotionally and physically.
Did you hear about the company that makes blank bumper stickers? They're for people who don't want to get involved.

4. Religious Spirit

An evil spirit assigned to us in the area of religion.

Mark 9:29

...this kind cannot come out by anything but prayer and fasting.

There are different kinds. Not all are equally wicked.

Matthew 12:45

...seven other spirits more wicked that itself...

Matthew, Mark, and Luke - every time Jesus is ministering He is confronted by a demon. In John no mention of a demon except when He is called one by one of the Jewish leaders. What replaced the demons in M, M, & L?  Pharisees.
John 8:44

You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your father. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth because there is no truth in him. Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own nature, for he is a liar and the father of lies.
Matthew 23:15

Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites, because you travel around on sea and land to make one proselyte; and when he becomes one, you make him twice as much a son of hell as yourselves.
The goal of the religious spirit is to replace the Holy Spirit in our experience of God.

Glorified what God did in the past, look forward to what He will do in the future but resist what He is doing in the present.

Do you think the Pharisees got to this place all by themselves?  They had a lot of help from downstairs.

Listen, the world doesn't care if we speak in tongues or not. Who cares?  Religious people!

LAX story

5. Control

We don't like to lose control. That is precisely what happens when we run into the Holy Spirit.

Lose control of our tongues, our limbs, our lives.

Dr. Thomas J Shumacher

While it's not a diagnostic category found in the DSM IV (the therapist's bible for diagnostic purposes) an exaggerated emphasis on control is part of a cluster of behaviors that can be labeled as compulsive generally characterized by perfectionism, orderliness, workaholic tendencies, an inability to make commitments or to trust others and a fear of having their flaws exposed. Deep down, these people are terrified of being vulnerable. They believe they can protect themselves by staying in control of every aspect of their lives. The need to control is almost always fueled by anxiety – though control freaks seldom recognize their fears. At work, they may worry about failure. In relationships, they may worry about not having their needs met. To keep this anxiety from overwhelming them, they try to control the people or things around them.

Wanting control is a defense mechanism that tries to control anxiety and insecurity. 

The idea is if I can control my environment I can keep my insecurity and anxiety intact.

Being in control gives them the temporary illusion and sense of calmness.

Eating disorders run in this category.

Have you noticed that some people receive the Holy Spirit so readily and others are HTR - Hard to Receive?

Let's breakthrough these hindrances and be willing to be a fool for Christ.

1 Corinthians 4:10

We are fools for Christ's sake...
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