WHAT IS THE TRINITY?
1. It’s one of the foundational doctrines of the Christian Church
· A doctrine is a belief or a set of beliefs
· A foundational belief about who God is
· Foundational, meaning, this is a non-negotiable
· Church statement of faith
· SP’s statement of faith: Concerning Trinity
There is one God, who is infinitely perfect, existing eternally in three persons; Father, Son and the Holy Spirit, who are equal in power and glory and executing distinct and harmonious offices in the great work of creation and redemption. These three are coequal and coeternal (1 John 5:7; Genesis 1:26; Matthew 3:16-17, 28:19; Luke 1:35; Isaiah 9:6; Hebrews 3:7-11).
· Just two decades after Jesus’ death, we see that Paul and other apostles had to address these deviations from true faith
· Gal 1:6 -  I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the one who called you to live in the grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel— 7 which is really no gospel at all
· It has always been one of the necessary jobs of the Church to protect believers from false teachings, false apostles, false doctrines
· Essential because it deals with knowing God - our mission!
· Foundation - many of our other doctrines and practices will crumble
2. It is a human attempt to articulate a “supra-comprehensible” divine reality
· The word “Trinity” is not found in the Bible
· Some people dismiss it for that reason
· It’s not explicitly laid out in the Bible, but it is definitely biblical
· The doctrine of the Trinity is man’s attempt (good men, men who loved God, men who experienced God) to make sense of Scripture (OT and NT, the teaching they received from the apostles) and their own experiences of God. 
· Beyond our understanding!
· Rightly so. If God really exists, of course He is beyond our comprehension!
3. The definition of the Trinity: God is ONE in being and THREE in person
· Imperfect words
· There is no vocabulary that can capture God
· What’s the difference between being and person? 
· The word “Being” refers to that which makes you WHAT you are
· The word “Person” refers to that which makes you WHO you are
· What am I vs Who am I?
· Humans = one in being and one in person
· As revealed in the Bible, God is a different being from humans. God = one in being and three person
4. Three essential statements
· God is three persons
· God the Father is not God the Son. The Son is not the Spirit. The Spirit is not the Father. They are distinct from each other.
· Each person is fully God
· Each person is fully God. God the Father is fully God (same glory, same attributes, same power, same worth). The three put together is not greater than just having one. 
· There is one God
· There is one God. It’s not, there are three Gods, equal in power, equal in glory, working together in perfect harmony. There is one God (one being), three persons.
HOW DID THE DOCTRINE OF THE TRINITY DEVELOP? 
The doctrine of the Trinity is derived from the Bible.
When we read the Bible, and take what it teaches us at face value, we arrive at at least these two ideas
· There is one God
· Deut 6:4  “Hear, O Israel! The Lord is our God, the Lord is one!
· 1 Cor 8:4 Therefore concerning the eating of things sacrificed to idols, we know that there is no such thing as an idol in the world, and that there is no God but one.
· There are many passage that seem to indicate that God is more than one (actually three)
· Genesis 1:26
Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness
· Matthew 28:18-19 
And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given Me in heaven and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit
· 2 Cor 13:14 
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.
· Clearly not the same, but seemingly at the same level
· At Jesus’ baptism
· Question arises as to the nature of Jesus, Holy Spirit, and the Father
· Are they the same? Are they all God? How does it work? 
· John 1 - in the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God
· Acts 5 - Ananias lies not to men but to God
Not developed out of thin air, but derived from the teachings of the Bible
No need to define it because there is a general consensus until heresies begin to threaten the orthodox faith. The rise of heresies help the Church clearly define and refine its doctrines.
1. Modalism / Sabellianism
· Sabellius (early 200’s)
· Oversimplification of Trinitarian thinking
· One God, three forms (or modes)
· Sometimes shows up as the Father, sometimes as the Son, sometimes as the Spirit
· Like the water metaphor
· Rejected in the middle 3rd century (around 265)
· The language of the NT doesn’t make sense
· Garden of Gethsemane
· The Baptism of Jesus
· Emphasis on the ONENESS of God
· Father, Son, Spirit - all one being (Homoousia)
· But in saying that, he gave up the idea of God being eternally three persons 
2. Arianism
· Arius, a bishop of Alexandria (early 300’s)
· Reaction against modalism
· The issue was regarding the nature of Jesus
· The Son is not of the same being as the Father
· The Son, at one point, is created (begotten) by God the Father
· Far greater than all the rest of creation, like God, but not equal
· Becomes a huge issue
· if Jesus is not God, then how are we saved? Could a mere creature bear the full wrath of God? Only God is the one that can save
· How can we worship Jesus?
· The Council of Nicea in 325 to clarify the nature of the Son
· The Council of Constantinople in 381 to further solidify the doctrine of the Trinity
CONCERNING THE HOLY SPIRIT
1. Holy Spirit is a person
2. Holy Spirit is fully God
The Holy Spirit is not a force or a power
· 2014 survey, 50% American Christians believed HS to be some sort of a force or power
Father, Son - clearly personal
Spirit - seems non-personal
John 14:16-17
16 I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may be with you forever; 17 that is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not see Him or know Him, but you know Him because He abides with you and will be in you.
· “Another” helper (paraclete)
· Jesus has been the paraclete so far. Now, there will be another like Him
Spirit = pneuma
· Breaks Greek grammar!
Personal activities
· Teaching
· Interceding
· Has a will (distributes gifts as He wills)
· Speaks
· Many more
Nonsensical to replace Holy Spirit with the term “power” or “force”
· Luke 4:14
And Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about Him spread through all the surrounding district.
· Acts 10:38
You know of Jesus of Nazareth, how God anointed Him with the Holy Spirit and with power, and how He went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him.
HS is fully God
Matthew 28:18-19 
And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given Me in heaven and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit
· Easier to show the Son being equal with the Father
· This verse classifies HS on an equal level with Father and Son
· Replace with archangel Michael? 
1 Cor 3:16
Do you not know that you are a temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?
· The temple is where the presence of God dwells
· A number of times, we are called temple of the Holy Spirit, equating Holy Spirit with God
Matthew 12:31-32
31 “Therefore I say to you, any sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven people, but blasphemy against the Spirit shall not be forgiven. 32 Whoever speaks a word against the Son of Man, it shall be forgiven him; but whoever speaks against the Holy Spirit, it shall not be forgiven him, either in this age or in the age to come.
· You can say something bad about me, but not the Holy Spirit
· Doesn’t make sense if HS is less than Jesus (again, substitute it with an angel)
My own wrong thinking:
· HS is inferior in some way
· If Jesus were to come, it’ll be somehow different
· What we say of Jesus, in relation to God, also holds true for HS
· The fullness of deity
· The exact representation of God
· Repentance for taking HS for granted
The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
      the Father almighty,
      maker of heaven and earth,
      of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
      the only Son of God,
      begotten from the Father before all ages,
           God from God,
           Light from Light,
           true God from true God,
      begotten, not made;
      of the same essence as the Father.
      Through him all things were made.
      For us and for our salvation
           he came down from heaven;
           he became incarnate by the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
           and was made human.
           He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate;
           he suffered and was buried.
           The third day he rose again, according to the Scriptures.
           He ascended to heaven
           and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
           He will come again with glory
           to judge the living and the dead.
           His kingdom will never end.
And we believe in the Holy Spirit,
      the Lord, the giver of life.
      He proceeds from the Father and the Son,
      and with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified.
      He spoke through the prophets.
      We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
      We affirm one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
      We look forward to the resurrection of the dead,
      and to life in the world to come. Amen.
-----
Recommended Resources
1. Systematic Theology by Wayne Grudem
2. The Gospel Coalition Course on the Doctrine of the Trinity
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/course/the-doctrine-of-the-trinity/#course-introduction
3. RC Sproul - For the Doctrine of the Trinity
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sh72wgZEcKk
4. Early & Medieval Church History Playlist
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLRgREWf4NFWZEd86aVEpQ7B3YxXPhUEf-
5. Nabeel Qureshi’s definition of the Trinity
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u0JpwOSKRC0
