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2 Corinthians 10:3-5

For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh, for the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh, but divinely powerful for the destruction of fortresses.  We are destroying speculations and every lofty thing raised up against the knowledge of God, and we are taking every thought captive to the obedience of Christ.

We are not here today to cope with our problems.  

Cope is a psychological term, not a Biblical term. Not once does the Bible use the word cope. It tells us to overcome. He has given us the power to overcome. 

Romans 8:37

But in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loved us.

We are more than conquerors.  Hypernikao – to be more than a conqueror, to gain a surpassing victory, a decisive victory.  Compound word – hyper – above, over, more than

nikao – victory, to conquer.

Revelation 12:11

And they overcame him because of the blood of the Lamb and because of the word of their testimony, and they did not love their life even when faced with death.
We, the Christians defeated the devil. 

Your enemy is the devil.  Your enemy does not carry a passport. 

· You will defeat him

· You must know what the weapons are 

· Blood of Jesus

· What you confess with your mouth 

· Willingness to fight 

In order to defeat the enemy we first have to take inventory of Satan's arsenal to find out what his weapons are and how he uses them against us. 

Satan has three main weapons. 

1. Sin. 

This is the most obvious.

Satan is known as the tempter (Matthew 4:3). Sin is an active weapon. Like a guided missile, it seeks you. When it hits you, you know it immediately because the wages of sin is death. 

2. Accusations 

The second is a passive one. Like a trap, it is set up for you to fall into. 

The Bible tells us that the accuser of the Brethren accuses us day and night before the throne of God (Rev 12:10). He reminds us of every sin we have committed, every sin we could have committed, some we may have committed, and even some we never committed. 

· Even though the Bible tells us that He will never leave us or forsake us, Satan screams in our ears through the problems and challenges we face everyday that God has indeed left us. 

· Satan uses accusations to generate anxiety strong enough that we will come out of the mighty hand of God. That is why Peter tells us to cast our anxiety upon Him, because He cares for us (1 Peter 5:7). 

· Creeping anxiety takes over. Fear replaces faith and despair overtakes hope. 

3. Stronghold

This one is the most dangerous. 

This is neither active nor passive, but dormant. 

It is like an underwater mine; it can be planted and left undetected, waiting for the ideal time to be activated. We usually find out when we survey the destruction it has wreaked upon us. 

2 Corinthians 10:3-5

For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh, for the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh, but divinely powerful for the destruction of fortresses.  We are destroying speculations and every lofty thing raised up against the knowledge of God, and we are taking every thought captive to the obedience of Christ.

Flesh – natural, not sinful nature.

Fortresses – strongholds. 

Even though you live in the world that is natural and are being hurt and held captive by things you can call names and identify. You are not to fight on that level. Someone may be using hatred, or slander, or drugs to try to harm you, but we are not to fight in the natural. 

Example – we move in the opposite spirit.  Missions team passing out gospel tracts.

God has given us weapons in the supernatural to bring down the weapons of the enemy. 

The efficiency of strongholds depends on their concealment. Like an underwater mine, once discovered, it can be disarmed, and it loses its effectiveness. 

God doesn't give us a lot of information on what strongholds are but gives us insight into where they are located. 

Eggs, bacon, toast, coffee – breakfast.

Speculation, knowledge, thoughts – mind. 

A spiritual stronghold is a mind-set impregnated with hopelessness that causes us to accept as unchangeable, situations that we know are contrary to the will of God. 

The presence of a spiritual stronghold must be suspected when a Christian finds himself powerless to change a situation that he clearly knows goes against the will of God. 

For example, Bible teaches us clearly that we are to forgive our enemies. We have no problem ascertaining God's will on the subject, but time and time again, we are in a bind unable to forgive a particular person. 

We find ourselves totally incapable of doing something that God requires of us. 

The will of God is clearly spelled out but reality tells us a different story. It contradicts the stated will of God and we find ourselves powerless to change reality, as we perceive it. This in turn leads to hopelessness. 

These conflicting perceptions are extremely difficult to live with. 

So how do we cope with them? By allowing a "lofty thing" to go up in our minds. 

A partition is raised to separate our minds into two compartments. 

1. On one side is the knowledge of God.

2. On the other side is human speculation. 

A speculation is a conclusion based on an assumption that cannot be proven. 

The partition – what Paul calls "a lofty thing raised up against the knowledge of God" is meant to block the knowledge of God in the presence of which it is impossible to successfully speculate. It is very frustrating. 

This fragmentation results in what James describes as a "double mind." 

James 1:8

being a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.

The consequence of a double mind is instability. This instability is what prevents us from dealing satisfactorily with those things we know run contrary to God's will. 

When we are convicted by it, we bailout by using rationalizations and speculations to avoid acting on it. 

We say things like, "the Bible was written 2,000 years ago, or many different scholars view this passage differently, etc." 

We go to church after church, counselor after counselor hoping to have our rationalizations validated by them. 

James then tells us two chapters later that in order to defeat the devil we must submit to God and resist the devil, but because of our instability we are unable to resist. 

It is like an arm wrestler who becomes unstable and when that happens he loses. 

The enemy works overtime to place strongholds in our mind. He wants to create at least one area—could be our inability to forgive our father, lack of victory of a private sin, lack of intimacy in marriage, etc. 

The moment the devil places that stronghold there we build a lofty thing.

· The moment we build a lofty thing we become double minded 

· The moment we become double minded we become unstable 

· The moment we become unstable we can no longer defeat the devil.
He doesn't challenge every Biblical truth, he only needs one. So that when we hear Biblical truth like on tithing, praying, witnessing and are ready to act upon it, the devil reminds you of the one stronghold and renders you powerless. 

He says, “How will you know it will work there when it hasn't worked here?” 

We cannot move into our divine destinies because we are impregnated with hopelessness. Our strongholds have crippled us and we are on hold. 

Where God wants to take us into different places and use us, we are held captive. 

We will stop here.  Next week we will continue to learn how the enemy works…
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