2 Corinthians 10:3-5
For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh, for the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh, but divinely powerful for the destruction of fortresses. We are destroying speculations and every lofty thing raised up against the knowledge of God, and we are taking every thought captive to the obedience of Christ.
Review
This is part 2 of the message “How the Enemy Works”
The enemy of our soul, the devil, has three main weapons:
1. Sin - temptations of lust, greed, bursts of outrage, lying
2. Accusations - He’s called the accuser of the brethren in Rev 12:10. Constantly reminding us of our shortcomings, failures
3. Strongholds - specifically, strongholds of the mind. 
a. A mindset, a way of thinking, that is contrary to the will of God, contrary to the truth of God
i. Like a partition that is raised in our mind against the knowledge of God
ii. The truth of God, the revelation of God gets shot down/struck down
Next time P. Sam preaches, he will address the question of HOW TO DESTROY strongholds.
Today, my goal is three parts:
· Further clarification on what is a stronghold of the mind
· Explain the power of strongholds - How does it affect us negatively?
· Sin → obvious
· Accusations → living in shame, condemnation, no power, no joy
· Strongholds → what does it do to us? 
· Share some examples of strongholds, so as to help you identify, what might be an ungodly stronghold in YOUR mind
---
Stronghold - “a place that has been fortified so as to protect it against attack”
· A fortress; a well-fortified place
· Fortified with bricks, wall, armed guards, bow and arrow
Stronghold of the mind
· A well-fortified thought pattern, belief, viewpoint
· Fortified through experience, through similar opinions of other people, through our inner agreement
· Over time, certain beliefs, certain viewpoints, certain mindsets/thought patterns become FIXED. It develops deep roots. It becomes ingrained in us. So ingrained and rooted that we don’t even realize it when we fall into these thinking patterns. 
Explain how I understand this concept:
· A mind spectrum
· Somewhere in the middle - regular thoughts, not very fixed, malleable, depending on the arguments we hear, depending on what we experience, what we see, what we read, we change our mind on many issues
· Good strongholds
· Fortified beliefs, viewpoints that are godly
· Not easily shaken, despite contrary experiences, doubts, or arguments against it
· Just an unshakable belief you have, through experience, through the word, through the conviction of the Holy Spirit
· God will provide for all my needs - My father, missionary, never had to specifically raise any support
· We see this is the book of Psalms
· Terrible things are happening. People are trying to kill me. I am downtrodden. 
· BUT! I know that God is with me, He is my deliverer, and He will come to my rescue
· Circumstances don’t dictate his thoughts and views about God
· Bad strongholds
· The opposite of godly strongholds
· Fortified beliefs and viewpoints that are contrary to the word of God
· Not easily shaken despite contrary experiences, doubts, or arguments against it
· Unshakable belief that you have, through experience, through what you may have been taught as a child, through your agreement with those arguments
---
Power of strongholds
· Creates double-mindedness
· James 1:6-8
But when you ask, you must believe and not doubt, because the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind. That person should not expect to receive anything from the Lord. Such a person is double-minded and unstable in all they do.
· P. Sam’s illustration of the partition that gets raised up
· So ingrained, we don't even realize this is happening. It’s quite automatic. 
· Share my example of trying to sleep-train Owen
· Being double-minded leads to a half-in/half-out approach, completely ineffective
· The real danger: Ungodly strongholds lead to an inability to submit to God's Word
· Half in, half out
When God reveals a truth about His character, or a promise, or a command, it’s meant to lead us into a certain response. But our AUTOMATIC response is not in alignment with God’s word. 
· God love you and He really has a great plan for you life!
· Response? Trust Him, submit your life to Him
· Double-minded: Well…. Yeah… but… is He really good? I don’t know.. And so you hold back just in case 
· Seek first the kingdom of God and all these things will be given to you (you’ll be well taken care of!)
· Response? Really put Christ first in your life, top priority. Obey Him. Don’t compromise your integrity. Don’t compromise your relationship with God
· Double-minded: Yeah… but if I really put Christ first, I’ll probably miss out on a promotion… I might make a bad first impression… So just in case, I hold back
That's the power of strongholds. That's the danger. This is, I believe, what the enemy is trying to accomplish
· Keep us from obeying. Keep us from submitting to God's truth, God's commands, God's revelation
Example of Adam and Eve - the first double-mindedness
Genesis 3:1-7
Now the serpent was more crafty than any beast of the field which the Lord God had made. And he said to the woman, “Indeed, has God said, ‘You shall not eat from any tree of the garden’?” 2 The woman said to the serpent, “From the fruit of the trees of the garden we may eat; 3 but from the fruit of the tree which is in the middle of the garden, God has said, ‘You shall not eat from it or touch it, or you will die.’” 4 The serpent said to the woman, “You surely will not die! 5 For God knows that in the day you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 6 When the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was desirable to make one wise, she took from its fruit and ate; and she gave also to her husband with her, and he ate. 7 Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loin coverings.
The father of lies puts a thought into the woman’s mind
· God is not perfectly good
· He’s withholding something from you
· You won’t actually die if you eat this
· He just doesn’t want you to have what He has. He has commanded you not to eat of this fruit because He doesn’t want you to become like Him!
· And the woman (and the man) makes an agreement! They hear, they see the fruit that it looks great, they agree in their heart with the enemy
· A double-mind is created
All of creation is shouting - God is good! He provides everything that you need. He loves you. 
His command is clear - Don’t eat from this tree
Response? Trust God. He is good. Trust Him, even though you don’t fully understand, and obey Him
Double-mind - maybe He’s NOT fully good. He’s NOT fully trustworthy. If I really want to be happy, I’m going to do things my way.
---
Examples
Numbers 13:30-33
30 Then Caleb quieted the people before Moses and said, “We should by all means go up and take possession of it, for we will surely overcome it.” 31 But the men who had gone up with him said, “We are not able to go up against the people, for they are too strong for us.” 32 So they gave out to the sons of Israel a bad report of the land which they had spied out, saying, “The land through which we have gone, in spying it out, is a land that devours its inhabitants; and all the people whom we saw in it are men of great size. 33 There also we saw the Nephilim (the sons of Anak are part of the Nephilim); and we became like grasshoppers in our own sight, and so we were in their sight.”
God had revealed Himself to the people of Israel
· I have heard your cry
· I am for You, I am with You, I care about You
He gave a direct command to go into this land
They had experienced the power of God and the favor of God and the His care over them
· Miracle after miracle, of deliverance, provision, guidance
YET, the enemy had formed an ungodly stronghold in their mind through years of slavery, being treated as grasshoppers
· All this revelation from God couldn’t get through to them
· Partition - we are nothing but grasshoppers… we are powerless… we can’t do this
· Result: they don’t get to experience the fullness of God’s blessing and promise
Strongholds are often formed through our experiences
· Dan Sneed’s story
· Third grade teacher - “You dirty boy!”
· Baseball fail - “You stupid idiot!”
· Grandma - “Can’t you do anything right?”
· The promise of God, the calling of God became LOCKED up under the stronghold of his mind of how he viewed himself - a failure, good-for-nothing, shameful
--
My stronghold: God doesn’t use me in powerful / supernatural ways
· Comparing myself to P. Sam and P. Ricky
· Tried to prophesy
· Felt that it wasn’t as powerful/impactful
· Began to recognize a gift in teaching
· Stronghold is formed: I’m a good teacher, but I can’t move in these supernatural (powerful) ways
· Shanghai
Strongholds often appear like good thoughts (but it’s not God’s best)
· King Saul (1 Sam 15:17) - small in his own eyes (humility?) but not God’s best
--
Our stronghold as a church: I can never fast
Strongholds keep us from walking in obedience/submission
· We MISS OUT on God’s best because we’re half in, half out
