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Review: 

Satan has three main weapons. 

Sin 

Accusations 

Strongholds 

2 Corinthians 10:3-5 

For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh, for the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh, but divinely powerful for the destruction of fortresses.  We are destroying speculations and every lofty thing raised up against the knowledge of God, and we are taking every thought captive to the obedience of Christ, and we are ready to punish all disobedience, whenever your obedience is complete.
Definition:

A spiritual stronghold is a mind-set impregnated with hopelessness that causes us to accept as unchangeable, situations that we know are contrary to the will of God. 

The devil places that stronghold there because: 

· The moment we build a lofty thing we become double minded 

· The moment we become double minded we become unstable 

· The moment we become unstable we can no longer defeat the devil 

What Does a Stronghold Look Like? 

· Strongholds are located in the mind.

· Strongholds create a double mind that results in spiritual and emotional instability. 

· Strongholds are often made up of good thoughts. 

· Strongholds often develop in the shadow of our strengths. 

· Strongholds are often activated by painful traumas. 

How to Destroy Strongholds 

Strongholds are not meant to be managed, ignored, or cared for. They are to be destroyed. 

2 Corinthians 10:5 

We are destroying speculations and every lofty thing raised up against the knowledge of God, and we are taking every thought captive to the obedience of Christ. 

They are not to be remodeled or repainted or wall covered. They are to be utterly destroyed. KJV says cast down. 

James 4:7-10 

Submit therefore to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you.  Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded. Be miserable and mourn and weep; let your laughter be turned into mourning and your joy to gloom.  Humble yourselves in the presence of the Lord, and He will exalt you.
1. Submit to God

Truth encounter. Jesus Christ is the Truth, and His truth has been revealed to us through the living Word of God. Determine by the Word of God what God's will is. Choose to believe it, and confess it with your mouth in opposition to the circumstances that contradict the Word of God. 

Matthew 26:39, "Not as I will, but as You will" should be your prayer. 

Bring down the partition that has allowed you to store two opposing views in your mind. 

Call truth "truth" in spite of your feelings. 

Invite Jesus to come in. Invite Him into the compartment in your mind where your rationalizations and speculations reign. 

2. Resist the devil

The most effective way to resist the devil is by dying to the old self. When you take your position in Christ, you place yourself completely outside of Satan's reach. 

2 Corinthians 5:17 

Therefore if any man is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come. 

Galatians 2:20 

I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me, and delivered Himself up for me. 

Being in Christ also takes care of your speculations.  In Christ, everything is sure and certain. 

Renew your mind by memorizing scripture.  If you resist the devil, the Scriptures promise us that he will flee. 

3. Draw Near to God

The need to go back to God exists because we have drifted away from Him through our speculations. 

The sum of our speculations reflects the full measure of the distance we have walked away from God. Once Satan's hold on us is broken, there is an immediate need to go back to God.

4. And He will draw near to you

The most common fear after realizing the depth and the gravity of our disobedience is the fear of rejection by the One whom we have offended. That is why God promises to draw near to us if we draw near to Him. 

Notice the devil flees from us and God draws near to us. 

5. Cleanse and Purify

James 4:8 

Cleanse your hands you sinners; and purify your hearts you double minded. 

Cleansing our hands refers to the outward manifestation of the stronghold. 

Purifying our hearts refers to the inward dimension. 

The first part, that which is visible, is easy to deal with. 

A person living in adultery will find it easier to break up the adulterous relationship than to rid himself/herself of the immoral drive within responsible for the sin. 

Must do both – cleanse hands and purify hearts. The first phase describes the symptom; the latter describes the root cause. 

Heroine addict will leave detox center and then shoot up. No physical addiction but psychologically addicted. 

A stronghold has been destroyed when a double minded person becomes single minded. 

6. Honesty

James 4:9

Be miserable and mourn and weep… 

We must go before the presence of the Lord and allow Him to show us our sins. No excuses, no explanations. 

Turn knowledge into conviction 

Knowledge into conviction only comes through trials.

Engage the enemy – trial

Overcome – conviction

Conviction will become part of your character 

It's a conviction because you tried and it worked. You know it is true. Never will come into temptation again because the conviction is now part of your character because you now know that the Word of God is true. 

40 day treatment 

A pastor was having a very difficult time in battling a stronghold. He stormed the heavenlies and nothing happened. Went on vacation to Carmel and noticed a swarm of flies. Lord spoke to him about the flies and told him to go to the library to study flies. Saw a US Dep. Of Agriculture note on how they dealt with flies. They apply pesticides for 40 days straight. This kills every generation of flies. Who is the devil – Beelzebub, Lord of the flies.                                               

The Final Blow 

Pastor needed to get rid of a wall. A man came with a sledgehammer and started to hammer the wall. 1, 2, 5, 10, 15 blows and still the wall remained. Then 20, 25, 30, 35 blows. Then on the 36th hit a small crack appeared. On the 37th blow a spider web of cracks. He then picked up a small hammer and with a few hammers the wall came crumbling down. Let the Holy Spirit speak to you. Don't give up. Persevere. You never know which blow will knock the walls of speculation down. 

Prayer 

Father God, I declare before You and Your angels                                                         And before Satan and his demons that your Word is true.                                               It's always true and I embrace it and I believe it by faith and I declare that what is written will come to pass in spite of my circumstances.                                                             And now I do this. I come against you Satan and your demons and I tell you in the Name of Jesus the Word of God is true.                                                                           

It's a rock and I stand on the rock. I am shaking on the rock but the rock is not shaking under me.                                                                                                                       Listen to me Satan. I come against this stronghold and I pull it down and I pull it down in the Name of Jesus.                                                                                                             I resist you, today and tomorrow and for the next 40 days until you flee because it is written, it is written, it is written, you will flee, you must flee.  I will defeat you. It is written. 

In the Name of Jesus. Amen.
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