190526 Religious Spirit Introduction
Announce John’s mission trip:
SP mission trip to Jeju, South Korea! We will be joining the Nehemiah English Reunification Camp to serve North and South Korean youth and young adults in a unique setting at the University of the Nations in Jeju Island.  Our focus will be on teaching English, leading Bible workshops, engaging in art and sports and walking alongside our Korean brothers and sisters through fellowship, worship, and prayer.  You must have completed GIC and are a member of HC.
Dates: July 24 - Aug 3, 2019
Location: University of the Nations, Jeju, South Korea
Cost: $6500 HKD per person
Please contact John or Hannah Lee with any questions you may have.    
Email: elee.john@gmail.com, hnnh.hwang@gmail.com
Final day to sign up: June 16, 2019
-----
1 Peter 5:8-9
8 Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. 9 But resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same experiences of suffering are being accomplished by your brethren who are in the world.
Pray
We’ve been talking about the spiritual (Now concerning the spiritual...)
· Started with the powerful experience with the Holy Spirit during service on Jan 27
· Holy Spirit introduced Himself to us
· Talked about the Holy Spirit: what it’s like to be filled with Him, to experience His presence, to be touched by His love, His power; The doctrine of the Trinity
· Then from Mar 17, we’ve been speaking about spiritual warfare
· The origin of Satan
· How to engage in spiritual warfare
· One of his tactics: stronghold of the mind, what is it and how do we destroy it
Continuing with spiritual warfare, we will look at one scheme of the enemy that he has used against people, followers of God, since the Old Testament days: the religious spirit (or the spirit of religiosity, or the spirit of religion)
· Today, I want to introduce the religious spirit (broad characteristics)
· Next next Sunday, I will teach on the signs of being influenced by the religious spirit
· Then P. Sam will follow it up with the antidote to the religious spirit
2 Pearls: a passion for Himself and ability to feel and receive His affection.
· Are you passionate for God? 
· I believe we’re all called to have passion for Him
Satan wants to take away our passion for God. He wants to bring us down, in general. Two goals: one, keep us unsaved, blinded, unable to repent; two, if he’s failed at that, he wants to keep us powerless, fruitless, joyless, passionless, lifeless
One of the most deadly weapon, in the church, is the religious spirit
· A demonic power assigned to us in the area of religion.
Scripture shows us that there are different kinds of spirits (demonic spirits)
· Deaf and mute spirit - Mark 9:25
· Lying spirit (spirit of deception) - 1 Kings 22:22
· Spirit of stupor - Romans 11:7-8
· Spirit of fear (spirit of timidity) - 2 Tim 1:7
Doesn’t give us an exhaustive list of demonic spirits, but what we see is that there are many different kinds, defined by their function. Some other ones, not named explicitly, but we can see:
· Spirit of lust (probably working in Samson; David w/ Bathsheba)
· Spirit of anger (maybe working in Pharoah; James and John when they want to call fire down)
Religious spirit is like this - not named explicitly, but we can see how it affected many people
Demonic spirits are real
· Not always like the movie The Exorcist (influence over the physical body)
· Although that definitely does exist in the Bible
· More often, the influence of a demonic spirit is on our mind and our emotions
· Putting wrong thoughts in our minds (strongholds)
· Stirring up wrong emotions
· Feeling an intense anger, frustration, or a sudden wave of negative emotions, discouragement, fear
First time I heard it here at SP
· Spirit of confusion
· Confused, offended, afraid
Actually very common to come under some level of influence
Dr. Kraft’s teaching
· If this is the enemy, stop it in the name of Jesus!
· My own fears, anger/frustration, temptation
The power of the religious spirit is found most clearly in the gospel of John.
· Matthew, Mark, Luke – Jesus is always confronted by a demon.
· John – no mention of a demon except His accusers accuse Jesus of having one
· Scribes, Pharisees, Sadducees, lawyers became the principle opponents of Jesus.
John 8:44
You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your father. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth because there is no truth in him. Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own nature, for he is a liar and the father of lies.
Matthew 23:15
Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites, because you travel about on sea and land to make one proselyte; and when he becomes one, you make him twice as much a son of hell as yourselves.
What do we observe about the Pharisees and religious leaders of Jesus’ day in the Gospels? 
· Empty religion
· Outwardly, they seem godly because they are doing all the right things, but inwardly, they don’t have substance (they are not actually godly, they’re not actually filled with the Holy Spirit, they’re not actually intimately connected to God)
2 Timothy 3:5
…holding to a form of godliness, although they have denied its power; and avoid such men as these…
Definition (from Rick Joyner):
The spirit of religion is a demon that seeks to substitute religious activity for the power of the Holy Spirit in our lives
Overriding goal is to replace the Holy Spirit in our experience of God.
Holy Spirit is our true source of discernment and our source of power.
The religious spirit desires to replace that.
The spirit of religion’s primary strategy is to promote the idea that belonging to a Christian church or doing religious things is enough (enough to save us, enough to please God, enough for God)
It keeps us from hearing the voice of God.
Hebrews 12:25 - See to it that you do not refuse Him who is speaking…
Ephesians 5:10 - Trying to learn what is pleasing to the Lord.
A religious spirit, working in a corporate body, celebrates what God did in the past, looks forward to what God will do in the future, but despise and resist what God is doing today.
· In Acts 7, Stephen is martyred. He skillfully traces Jesus’ life through the patriarchs and prophets.  Speaks of the promise of the future but when Stephen shares that the promise is here now they kill him for it.
· Resists the present-day ministry of the Holy Spirit
· That’s weird
· That can’t be God
1994 Toronto Blessing
New wave of a move of God (Holy Spirit power, people falling down, laughter, power of God)
Much of the Church, operating under the influence of the religious spirit, resisted this move of God
· Even though they can see in the Bible, similar instances with the Holy Spirit
· The revivals of the past, the Great Awakening, the celebrate
· Too comfortable with their religious activity, the Holy Spirit comes to break what they’re used to, they resisted it
Characteristics of a Religious Spirit
1. Pride & Self-righteousness
2. Empty religion
3. Legalism instead of love
Pride & Self-righteousness
Luke 18:9-14
9 And He also told this parable to some people who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and viewed others with contempt: 10 “Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11 The Pharisee stood and was praying this to himself: ‘God, I thank You that I am not like other people: swindlers, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a week; I pay tithes of all that I get.’ 13 But the tax collector, standing some distance away, was even unwilling to lift up his eyes to heaven, but was beating his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, the sinner!’ 14 I tell you, this man went to his house justified rather than the other; for everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but he who humbles himself will be exalted.”
We probably wouldn’t pray this way. We’re too smart. But deep down, do you just feel like you are better than most people? Not a lot. But yeah, come on..
· You are just a bit more humble
· You are just a bit more self-aware
· You are just a bit more disciplined
· You are just a bit more connected to the heart of God than the other person
· Our church is just a bit more ______ than the Vine, than IECC, than ICA
It’s a reliance on our religious activity… Because I don’t think the Holy Spirit is saying that, do you? 
My religious activity is slightly better than theirs
My experience as a worship leader
· So good at faking pride
· You can’t fake what’s going on inside of you
Empty Religion
Matthew 15:8-9
8 ‘This people honors Me with their lips, but their heart is far away from Me.
9 ‘But in vain do they worship Me, teaching as doctrines the precepts of men.’”
Quoting Isaiah 29
The heart is the key to a genuine relationship with God.
Christianity is not a religion, it’s a relationship. It’s true. It’s more than just religious activity. 
Everytime we engage in heartless worship, heartless/mindless prayer, heartless/mindless Bible reading, I think we are agreeing with the religious spirit
· Keeping to a form of godliness without the power thereof
· What if this opens a door for the religious spirit to come and have more influence over my thoughts, over my emotions, over my decisions? 
I do it with our kids sometimes. 
Legalism instead love
Luke 13:10-17
10 And He was teaching in one of the synagogues on the Sabbath. 11 And there was a woman who for eighteen years had had a sickness caused by a spirit; and she was bent double, and could not straighten up at all. 12 When Jesus saw her, He called her over and said to her, “Woman, you are freed from your sickness.” 13 And He laid His hands on her; and immediately she was made erect again and began glorifying God. 14 But the synagogue official, indignant because Jesus had healed on the Sabbath, began saying to the crowd in response, “There are six days in which work should be done; so come during them and get healed, and not on the Sabbath day.” 15 But the Lord answered him and said, “You hypocrites, does not each of you on the Sabbath untie his ox or his donkey from the stall and lead him away to water him? 16 And this woman, a daughter of Abraham as she is, whom Satan has bound for eighteen long years, should she not have been released from this bond on the Sabbath day?” 17 As He said this, all His opponents were being humiliated; and the entire crowd was rejoicing over all the glorious things being done by Him.
The spirit of religion loves legalistic mindset
· Getting too caught up with the letter of the law, so that we are more happy when we get everything done that we’re supposed to, instead of thinking about how to love people
Robby Dawkins
· Church filled with 
· Sex in the pews
· Drugs in the pews
· Selling drugs
· He’s trying to stop all of this
· If you’re not going to honor God’s house, then get out
· Why would you send away what you’ve sent it? 
· Why would you send away those you’ve asked for? I didn’t ask for this. You asked for the lost
· Keep it simple. Love them. And let me change them. 
I know that’s scary. That’s messy. Our church has its own rules. Rules are not bad in and of itself. Order is also something that God desires. Without rules, there is actually no freedom, we know this. But the challenge is how do we elevate love and mercy over legalism? 
Elevating your own tradition, your own experience as the standard, as the law
Pastor telling a story:
I was taught to read the Bible one hour a day.  One book a month.  While leading a Young Life group, a girl calls and says I can’t study an hour a day.  I feel so guilty.  I hate to get up in the morning knowing I have to study one hour a day.  His chance to minister to the girl.  Instead said, “You ought to feel guilty—can’t give God one hour a day.”
Let’s sing this song. Let’s humble ourselves. Let’s get desperate in our hunger to know God. I’ll lay down whatever religious tradition that I’m part of, whatever box that I have put God in, so that I can know you. Humility will keep us from the religious spirit. God, I really don’t know You. I need Your mercy. 
Benediction
The Lord bless you and keep you
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you
The Lord turn his face towards you and give you peace, shalom, from this day forward
In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit
Amen
