190609 Signs of the Religious Spirit
1 Peter 5:8-9
8 Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. 9 But resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same experiences of suffering are being accomplished by your brethren who are in the world.
Spiritual warfare is real
· Deaf and mute spirit
· Lying spirit (spirit of deception) - 1 Kings 22:22
· Spirit of stupor - Romans 11:7-8
· Spirit of fear (spirit of timidity) - 2 Tim 1:7
· Spirit of lust (probably working in Samson; David w/ Bathsheba)
· Spirit of anger (maybe working in Pharaoh; James and John when they want to call fire down)
· Spirit of confusion
· Could be physical control: Shared with you about my time in Cambodia, during prophetic prayer, head swaying back and forth in a snake-like motion, feeling dizzy, sleepy
· Much of it is emotional and in our mind
· My experience in India
· 13 people in our outreach team
· One of our female team members, frequently spending time alone, feeling very down, feeling rejected, depression
· First week of our trip, wrote a letter, from a demonic spirit, to our team, making threats that terrible things will happen, we will die, etc
· Memory is a bit fuzzy. We prayed with her, worshiped with her, she screamed, she went back early, doing well now
· “I am a little pencil in the hands of a writing God who is sending a love-letter to the world”
· Amazing how the devil completely twisted her gift/calling
· I believe it started with her mind/emotions
· Twisted thoughts (intense self-rejection, self-hatred, extreme pessimism)
The religious spirit, I believe affects our thinking, our emotions, our beliefs. 
Definition:
The spirit of religion is a demon that seeks to substitute religious activity for the power of the Holy Spirit in our lives
How does it substitute the Holy Spirit with religious activity in our lives? 
· Primarily through deception
· Tricks us into thinking that this Christian life is mostly about duty, not relationship
· The gospel becomes good advice, instead of the good news
· Do this and you will live, do this and you will get close to God, do this and you’ll be OK 
· performing religious duties, attending church, singing worship songs, tithing, praying, confession, reading the Bible, baptism, taking communion
The Holy Spirit is the one that brings TRUE conviction, true repentance, true inner transformation, so without Him, those that practice this type of Christianity become graceless, prideful, fake, empty shell of true Christianity
The religious spirit makes us think that we are getting close to God by doing these things, but actually, it’s stunting us from really growing.
Not charismatic churches - every church that is truly a church, all the work is done through the Holy Spirit. Not a particular denomination. Nor a particular style. Every church can fall under the deception of the religious spirit (including charismatic churches). 
How the media typically portrays the Church
· Crazy Rich Asians: women having Bible study
· Mr. Bean: singing a hymn, just bored, falling asleep
· Chocolat: brief plot, the mayor personifies this religious spirit: critical, quick to judge, no joy, hypocritical (his own wife had left him)
Today, I want to point us to these seven signs that may indicate that you have come under the influence of the religious spirit. Not definitive, not the only reason, but it may be something to think about
Ask ourselves: “Is it possible that I have come under the influence/power of the religious spirit?”
Ask God to show you to what degree any of these traits apply to your own life.
1. Inability/unwillingness to receive a rebuke/correction
Acts 7:54
Now when they heard this, they were cut to the quick, and they began gnashing their teeth at him.
a. Sure sign of pride/self-righteousness
b. Especially if it comes from someone whom you think is less than you (less spiritual, less wise, less experienced, less godly)
i. Or, it reveals your true heart… that you actually think you are better than the other person
1. My experience with Kenny
c. How have you reacted the last five times? 
2. Competing against other people/churches
Acts 5:17 
But the high priest rose up, along with all his associates (that is the sect of the Sadducees), and they were filled with jealousy.
a. The Holy Spirit is not comparing you to your neighbor
i. He doesn’t care about that. He cares about you. 
b. Without connecting with the Holy Spirit, how do we “measure” how we’re doing? We compete. We measure ourselves against other people/churches
3. Graceless criticalness
Luke 7:39
39 Now when the Pharisee who had invited Him saw this, he said to himself, “If this man were a prophet He would know who and what sort of person this woman is who is touching Him, that she is a sinner.”
a. Always seeing what’s wrong with others and wanting to fix others.
b. This text - the Pharisee has no idea about God’s grace, forgiveness, mercy. He has never experienced it. Therefore, he cannot extend it to others
c. Rick Joyner: They see their primary mission as the tearing down of whatever they believe is wrong. Such a person’s ministry will result more in division than in lasting works that are bearing fruit for the kingdom. 
i. Kingdom of God operates on love, grace, forgiveness.
d. Matthew 7:3-5 
i. We can take the speck out, once we’ve dealt with the plank
ii. But how do you take a speck out of someone’s eye? 
1. Very carefully, very gently
e. We may not be critical in a confrontational way, but how about in our hearts? 
4. Craving people’s recognition
Matthew 23:6-7 
They love the place of honor at banquets and the chief seats in the synagogues, and respectful greetings in the market places, and being called Rabbi by men
a. Again, without the voice of the Father in your heart - His love, His opinions, His loving conviction… all we can do is turn to man’s opinions of us
b. Manifestation 1: Desire for a title/position
i. My experience with Korean churches 
c. Wanting to be a leader is great! 1 Tim 3: “if any man aspires to be an overseer desires a noble task”
i. The key is WHY?
ii. The first leaders in Acts 6 - they are chosen to serve, serving food, making sure everybody received their share of the meal
d. Wanting to be recognized for your spirituality
i. P. Sam’s story - praying louder
ii. Jesus address this in Matt 6 - Praying, giving, fasting
1. This is common! We all fall into it
2. No reward (actually connecting with God)
5. Living a double life
Matthew 23:27-28
“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed tombs which on the outside appear beautiful, but inside they are full of dead men’s bones and all uncleanness. So you, too, outwardly appear righteous to men, but inwardly you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness.
a. This is empty religion
i. Their spiritual practices do nothing to change us on the inside because there is no genuine humility, no genuine seeking after the Holy Spirit
1. The ladies in Crazy Rich Asians
ii. But because of their desire to appear a certain way before others, they make sure they do all the right things
b. “Do you want the appearance of wholeness or do you want wholeness?”
i. If you care more about how you appear rather than who you are, you will never become truly whole
1. You need to be real and vulnerable, which will lead us into real healing (beautiful on the inside and outside)
6. Mechanical spiritual life
Matthew 15:8
This people honors Me with their lips, but their heart is far away from Me.
a. This is when you find yourself getting excited at the end of your Bible reading plan or toward the end of your prayer time
b. Do you know why you do what you do in your spiritual life? 
c. When is the last time you felt a real love for God? In your prayer time, in your quiet time with Him… where your heart is stirred, your passion is ignited, your spirit is tender before Him? 
7. Empty emotionalism
a. Emotion is good, but feeling like we NEED to have a certain emotional response is not from God
b. Rick Joyner: religious spirit either completely rejects emotional responses to God (it’s all about right thinking, right theology, we shouldn’t respond like that) or it leads us to too much emotionalism
c. Substituting the genuine power of the Holy Spirit with emotional experiences 
d. Believing that you are close to God only if you cry, or only if you feel a certain emotion, manufacturing a certain emotion (either in yourself or in others)
Pray: Father, to what degree do these traits apply to my own life? Let’s repent for making agreements with the religious spirit in our minds/hearts. 
-----
Rick Joyner’s 25 Signs
1. People with the religious spirit will often see their primary mission as the tearing down of whatever they believe is wrong. 
a. Such a person’s ministry will result more in division than in lasting works that are bearing fruit for the kingdom. 
2. They will be unable to accept a rebuke, especially from those whom they judge to be less spiritual than they.
a. Think back on how you responded the last few times someone tried to correct you
3. They will have a philosophy that says, “I will not listen to people, but only to God.”
a. Since God frequently speaks through people, this is an obvious delusion, revealing serious spiritual pride.
4. They will be inclined to see more of what is wrong with other people, other churches, and so on, than what is right with them
a. From the valley, John saw Babylon, but when he was carried to a high mountain, he saw the new Jerusalem (see Rev 21:10). If we are only seeing Babylon, it is because of our perspective. Those who are in a place of true vision will have their attention on what God is doing, not on what people are doing.
5. They will be subject to an overwhelming feeling of guilt that they can never measure up to the Lord’s standards.
a. This is a root of the religious spirit, because it causes us to base our relationship with Him on our performance rather than on the Cross. JEsus has already measured up for us. He is the completed work that the Father is seeking to accomplish within us. Our whole goal in life should be simply to abide in Him. 
6. They will keep score on their spiritual life.
a. This includes feeling better about ourselves because we do what we consider to be spiritual, such as go to more meetings, read the Bible more and do more things for the Lord. These are all noble endeavors, but the true measure of spiritual maturity is getting closer to God. 
7. They will believe that they have been appointed to fix everyone else.
a. These persons become the self-appointed watchmen, or sheriffs, in God’s kingdom. They are seldom involved in building, but serve only to keep the Church in a state of annoyance and agitation, if not causing serious division.
8. They will have a leadership style that is bossy, overbearing and intolerant of the weaknesses or failures of others.
a. However, as James wrote, “the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, reasonable, full of mercy and good fruits, unwavering, without hypocrisy. And the seed whose fruit is righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace” (James 3:17-18). 
9. They will have a sense that they are closer to God than other people are or that their lives or ministries are more pleasing to Him.
a. This is a symptom of the profound delusion that we draw closer to God because of who we are, rather than through Jesus
i. Or WHAT we do
10. People with the religious spirit will take pride in their spiritual maturity and discipline, especially as compared with others.
a. True spiritual maturity involves growing up into Christ. When we begin to compare ourselves with others, it is obvious that we have lost sight of the true goal - Jesus
11. They will believe that they are on the cutting edge of what God is doing
a. This includes thinking that we are involved in the most important thing that God is doing
i. Or maybe thinking that we are doing the most important thing on God’s heart? 
12. They will have a mechanical prayer life.
a. When we start feeling relief when our prayer time is over or when we have prayed through our prayer list, we should consider our condition. We should never feel relief when our conversations with the One we love are over. 
13. They will do things in order to be noticed by people
a. This is a symptom of the idolatry of fearing people more than we fear God, which results in a religion that serves people instead of God
14. They will be overly repulsed by emotionalism
a. When people who are subject to the religious spirit encounter the true life of God, it will usually appear to them to be excessive, emotional and carnal. True passion for God is often emotional and demonstrative, such as David exemplified when he brought the Ark of God into Jerusalem (see 2 Sam 6:14-16).
15. They will use emotionalism as a substitute for the work of the HS
a. This seems contradictory to the previous point, but the religious spirit will often take contradictory positions in its drive for self-preservation and exaltation. This use of emotionalism will include such things as requiring weeping and wailing as evidence of repentance, or “falling under the power” as evidence that one has been touched by God. Both of these can be evidences of the true work of the HS. It is when we require these manifestations that we are beginning to move in another spirit. 
16. They will be encouraged when their ministries look better than others.
a. We could include in this being discouraged when it seems that others are looking better or growing faster than we are
17. They will glory more in what God did in the past than what He is doing in the present.
a. God has not changed - He is the same yesterday, today, and forever. The veil has been removed, and we can be as close to God today as anyone ever has been in the past. The religious spirit will always seek to focus our attention on doing good work and on making comparisons, rather than on simply drawing closer to the Lord. 
18. They will tend to be suspicious of or oppose new movements, new churches, and other new things that God brings to life
a. This is an obvious symptom of jealousy, a primary fruit of the religious spirit, or of the pride that asserts that God would not do anything new without doing it through us. Of course, those with such a mentality are seldom used by the Lord to birth new works. 
19. They will tend to reject spiritual manifestations that they do not understand.
a. This is a symptom of the pride and arrogance of presuming that our opinions are the same as God’s. True humility keeps us teachable and open, patiently waiting for fruit before making judgments. True discernment enables us to look for and hope for the best, not the worse. For this reason, we are exhorted to “examine everything carefully; hold fast to that which is good” (1 Thess 5:21), not to what is bad.
20. They will overreact to carnality in the Church
a. The truth is, there is probably far more carnality in the Church, and a lot less of the Holy Spirit, than even the most critical person has guessed. It is important that we learn to discern between the carnal and that which is from the Holy Spirit in order to be delivered from our carnality and to grow in our submission to the HS. But the critical person will annihilate those who may still be 60 percent carnal but who were 95 percent carnal last year. Instead, we need to recognize that people are making progress and to do what we can do help them along the way.
21. They will overreact to immaturity in the Church
a. There is an immaturity that is acceptable to the Lord. My two-year old is immature when compared with my nine-year old, but that is to be expected. In fact, he may be very mature for a two-year old. The idealistic religious spirit only sees the immaturity, without considering the other important factors.
22. They will be overly prone to view supernatural manifestations as evidence of God’s approval.
a. This is just another form of keeping score and comparing ourselves with others. Some of Jesus’ greatest miracles, such as walking on water, were seen by only a few people. He was doing His works to glorify the Father, not Himself. Those who use the evidence of miracles to promote and build their own ministries and reputations have made a serious departure from the path of life. 
23. They will be unable to join anything that they do not deem perfect or nearly perfect
a. The Lord joined, and even gave His life for, the fallen human race. Such is the nature of those who abide in Him
24. They will be overly paranoid of the religious spirit
a. We do not get free or something by fearing it, but by overcoming it with faith in Christ Jesus
25. They will have the tendency to glory in anything but the cross of Jesus, what He has accomplished and who He is.
a. If we are building our lives, ministries or churches on anything but these, we are building on a shaky foundation that will not stand. 
