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1 Peter 5:8-9

Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.  But resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same experiences of suffering are being accomplished by your brethren who are in the world.

Verbal Kint (Keyser Soze, Kevin Spacey in Usual Suspects)


The greatest trick the devil ever pulled was convincing the world he doesn’t exist.

CS Lewis (Screwtape Letters)

There are two equal and opposite errors into which our race can fall about the devils. One is to disbelieve in their existence. The other is to believe, and to feel an excessive and unhealthy interest in them. They themselves are equally pleased by both errors and hail a materialist or a magician with the same delight.
Religious spirit is a demon assigned to the church.

Overriding goal is to replace the Holy Spirit in our experience of God.

Signs of a Religious Spirit

1. Inability/unwillingness to receive a rebuke/correction.

2. Competing against other people/churches.

3. Graceless criticalness.

4. Craving people’s recognition.

5. Living a double life.

6. Mechanical spiritual life.

7. Empty emotionalism

8. Feel that our theology is superior to other churches/people.

Our interpretation of theology is superior.  We need to know what we believe but must approach theology with humility and be open to others opinions in peripheral matters.

Augustine

In essential matters – unity

In non-essential matters – peace

In all matters – love 
9. Feel we’re closer to God than most other Christians.

Feel we are right on the forefront of what God is doing.

Feel we are more superior than other Christians.

Feel that our church is superior to other churches.

Feel that our denomination is superior to other denominations.

This unfortunately happens a lot with prophetic people.  Feel special but above and beyond other people.

Happened to me when I started to get words about being an apostle.

When we feel that we are the best, we are claiming omniscience.  We are taking God’s place. We are saying that we know all other churches and through our superior understanding have come to the conclusion that ours is the best.

10. Rapid Rationalization.

When we become very quick to rationalize away the supernatural.

God heals someone and we are quickly rationalizing it away.

Sometimes even calling light darkness.

I am not talking about skepticism but an unrational unwillingness to believe that what God did in the Bible is not happening today.

Drive from airport…

11. False Modesty.

When false modesty itself becomes a form of superiority.  False humility.

Inability to take a compliment.

In the Screwtape Letters, Screwtape (seasoned demon) counsels his nephew, Wormwood on how to tempt a new believer into false humility.

Fix in his mind the idea that humility consists in trying to believe those talents to be less valuable than he believes them to be.

When a brother is given a compliment.  “Thank you, it wasn’t me, it was the Lord”

“Well, it wasn’t that good!”

Antidote for a Religious Spirit

How to withstand.

Pride is the ultimate open door for a religious spirit.

Romans 9:15 

For He says to Moses, "I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion.

v. 16

So then it does not depend on the man who wills or the man who runs, but on God who has mercy.

Wills – discipline, spend forth effort

Runs – do, action

It’s all because God has mercy.

God has lifted the satanic veil and you’re praying.

· He’s opened your eyes

· He’s given you the energy

Not good intentions, not discipline, or effort but by His mercy.

Romans 12:1

Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship.
Antidote:

Being aware of the mercy of God in our lives.

Continual awareness of His mercy in our lives.

Where would you be without God’s mercy?

Talking with a pastor friend in HK.  He was sharing about what was going on in LA and in the US among the pastors.  So many pastors falling because of sexual sin and alcoholism.  I asked him, why, why?

He responded, “Sam, it could be any one of us but the mercy of God.”

Let’s look at this being fleshed out.  Apostle Paul.

We first meet Paul in Acts 6 holding the coats of the murderers of Stephen.  He is commissioned by the temple to round up and kill a sect called the Way, the followers of Jesus.

He writes about his past in Philippians 3:4-6

…if anyone else has a mind to put confidence in the flesh, I far more: circumcised the eighth day, of the nation of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the Law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to the righteousness which is in the Law, found blameless.

With all that Paul had a keen sense of what was really going on.

Paul wrote in Romans 7:18


For I know that nothing good dwells in me…
When he wrote why God chose him replied in 1 Timothy 1:16

Yet for this reason I found mercy, so that in my as the foremost Jesus Christ might demonstrate His perfect patience as an example for those who would believe in Him for eternal life.


We need a greater revelation of our sinfulness and His mercy.  

If we only see our sinfulness that will lead to depression and worm theology.

If we only see His mercy it can lead us to become proud.

We need a greater revelation of our sinfulness and His mercy.

God gave Paul a greater revelation…

Galatians 2:6, AD 49

But from those who were of high reputation (what they were makes no difference to me; God shows no partiality)—well, those who were of high reputation contributed nothing to me.

1 Corinthians 15:9, AD 55

For I am the least of the apostles, who am not fit to be called an apostle…

Ephesians 3:8, AD 60


To me, the very least of the saints…


1 Timothy 1:15, AD 65

It is a trustworthy statement, deserving full acceptance, that Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners, among whom I am foremost of all.

God gave him a progressive revelation of His sinfulness and His mercy.

It was the mercy of God being extended to Paul that he would recognize deeper levels of his sin and God’s mercy given to him.

There is no short cut or secret formula.  It’s very simple actually.  

Be grateful that He saved us.

Romans 5:6

For while we were still helpless, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly.

Romans 5:8

But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.
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