190623 Wrapping up Spiritual Warfare
Eph 6:10-12
10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of His might. 11 Put on the full armor of God, so that you will be able to stand firm against the schemes of the devil. 12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places.
We’re wrapping up our series on spiritual warfare today.
Highlight three things regarding spiritual warfare. Application. 
1. Depend on His might
a. We’re not fighting this battle by our own strength
i. We would have no chance!
b. No, we depend on the power and authority of Jesus Christ, who has defeated the enemy
i. Three things are clear from Scripture:
1. God has infinitely greater power over the devil. Not a fair match. 
2. Jesus, as fully human, defeated Satan  when he lived a sinless life, died, and rose again (defeating the power of sin and death) 
3. In the end, Satan will be fully and completely defeated (Rev 20)
ii. He promises to be with us and we get to exercise His authority
1. Matthew 28:18-20
And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, "All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age."
2. So we have access to this power and authority
c. Eph 1:8-20
I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that you will know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, and what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who believe. These are in accordance with the working of the strength of His might which He brought about in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places
d. Many stories of the power we have as Christians, even when we have no clue about the power and authority that we walk in. 
i. Two stories from Kraft:
1. “A woman with the ability to "see" spiritual power
2. Fortune-tellers asking the Christians to move away from the bus stop
e. Share the story of Danny Velasco
f. The enemy’s tactic is to intimidate you
i. 1 Kings 19 - Jezebel’s threat “I’m going to kill you Elijah!” After a fantastic defeat, instead of repenting and turning away, threatens. Elijah becomes afraid and depressed. But it wasn’t true. Elijah didn’t die. Jezebel is the one that’s destroyed. 
ii. But as soon as we turn to the Lord, and we cry out to Him, there is power and authority to defeat the enemy. 
g. 1 John 4:4
You are from God, little children, and have overcome them; because greater is He who is in you than he who is in the world.
2. Walk in the light
a. Two meanings
i. Walk in holiness, purity
ii. Walk in openness and confession (don't hide) 
b. How do we come under the influence of the enemy? 
i. We may call it demonization (simply “having a demon”)
ii. Prov 26:2 
Like a sparrow in its flitting, like a swallow in its flying,
So a curse without cause does not alight.
iii. In most cases, there is a “cause” that opens a door for the demonic spirits to enter (sounds evil, it is evil, but not what you think)
1. Many things: ungodly vows, directly inviting demonic influence (such as ouija boards, being offered up to certain idols, fortune tellers), unforgiveness
a. More information from River
2. One of these open doors is sin
a. We’re talking about the power we have as Christians, and the authority we have as Christians
b. But when we are full of sin and compromise, that’s a lot of holes in your armor
3. Eph 4:26 GNT
If you become angry, do not let your anger lead you into sin, and do not stay angry all day. Don't give the devil a chance (foothold).
a. Sin gives the enemy an opportunity, a chance, a foothold in our lives
iv. Let’s not compromise - the little sins, the little lies, the little things, attitudes, 
c. Don’t hide your sin, don’t hide your brokenness, don’t hide when you’re struggling
i. When no one knows about your sin, you’re basically setting yourself up for failure!
1. In the natural, we know this
2. So much more power is given to sin and addiction when you’re keeping it a secret
a. Furthermore, the shame, the lying, the pretending, the feeling like you’re a hypocrite
ii. Not just sin, but also share your brokenness and weaknesses
1. How lions attack their prey - isolate and then kill
2. Will Morris - He has learned the best way to fight, talk about it
iii. Find one or two people in your life that you can do this with
3. Wake up and fight
a. Remaining hidden is the enemy’s greatest trick
i. The greatest trick the Devil ever pulled was convincing the world he didn’t exist.
ii. Shampoo prank at the beach
1. Cluelessly washing away their shampoo
2. Frustrating, ineffective, no freedom
a. Why? Because they were unaware that they had an adversary
b. Maybe we are frustrated, we feel stuck, we have no freedom, and it’s because we have an adversary who is constantly attacking us, and we’re unaware
iii. We need to WAKE UP to this reality that we are in a fight
1. 1 Pet 5:8 - Be alert! Watch out! Be vigilant! Be sober! 
b. Pray
i. Story from John Ramirez
ii. James 4:7 
Submit therefore to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you.
1. How do you resist the devil? We command it to stop, in the name of Jesus. 
2. Pray for God’s protection, pray against the works of the enemy, pray for God’s kingdom to come and His will to be done
c. Praise and worship
i. Singing praise and worship is a weapon of spiritual warfare!
ii. Old Testament examples:
1. 1 Chr 20 - King Jehoshaphat
a.  22 When they began singing and praising, the Lord set ambushes against the sons of Ammon, Moab and Mount Seir, who had come against Judah; so they were routed.
2. 1 Samuel 16 - King Saul, David’s harp
iii. New Testament example:
1. Acts 16
a. Maybe they didn’t want to worship, but they chose to
iv. Piper’s example
d. Read the Bible
i. Not just reading the Bible through your Bible-reading plan
1. Read the Bible as a way to combat the works of the enemy!
ii. The attacks of the enemy primarily happens in our mind
1. Wrong thoughts, wrong beliefs, wrong emotions
2. Strongholds of the mind - a mindset that is contrary to the word of God
3. How can we come against the lies of the enemy in our mind? How do we tear down the arguments, the thoughts that are contrary to God’s word? By reading His word, meditating on His word, letting His word dwell in our hearts..
iii. Eph 6:11-17 - full armor of God
1. Not just the sword, but all of it comes through the reading of God’s word
a. Helmet of salvation (how do we learn about our salvation?)
b. Breastplate of righteousness (again, where do we learn about our righteousness in Christ?)
c. Belt of truth
d. Feet fitted with the readiness of the gospel of peace
e. Shield of faith (faith comes by hearing the word of God)
f. Sword of the Spirit (the spoken word of God)
