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2 Peter 3:18


But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

Ephesians 4:15

But speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him, who is the head, even Christ.

Colossians 1:28

And we proclaim Him, admonishing every man and teaching every man with all wisdom, that we may present every man complete in Christ.

These verses make it very clear that we are to grow.  Paul tells us in Colossians that presenting every man complete in Christ is why he does what he does.

We know that we are to grow but how can we measure that?

What should be the standard for measuring our growth?  What areas are we to grow in?

What would you say is the most important evidence of being mature in Christ?

We have sometimes measured maturity in Christ by emphasizing a set of criteria that may not necessarily be the right set of criteria.

· We have emphasized our giftedness 

· We have emphasized involvement in church activities

· We have emphasized longevity in prayer

· We have emphasized knowledge of Scripture

· We have emphasized consistency in quiet times

These are all good stuff.  We should all desire to pray longer, know Scripture, be more zealous for evangelism, move in power and the gifts, and have a consistent quiet time.

· Maturity and giftedness are two different things.  Why so many gifted people fall.

· Pharisees had the most consistent devotional practices.  “I fast twice a week, I give tithes of all I get…”

· Reveal study. It found that at a certain point of spiritual development, increased involvement in church activities ceases to correlate to perceived spiritual growth.

What would you say is the most important evidence of being mature in Christ?

I want to suggest to you that the evidence should be Galatians 5:22-23

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.

Fruit – karpos
1. Fruit

2. That which originates or comes from something, an effect, result

Without the fruit of the Spirit we may become just a religious noise.

1 Corinthians 13:1

If I speak with tongues of men and of angels, but do not have love, I have become a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.

There is only one fruit.  It’s singular not plural.  Fruit, not fruits.  

The fruit of the Spirit is love and it is manifested in joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.

1. Joy is love’s strength

2. Peace is love’s security

3. Patience is love’s endurance

4. Kindness is love’s conduct

5. Goodness is love’s character

6. Faithfulness is love’s confidence

7. Gentleness is love’s humility

8. Self-control is love’s victory

It says against such things there is no law.  A Holy Spirit-controlled person needs no law to cause him or her to live a godly life.  

The fruit of the Spirit manifests in a person who is controlled by the Holy Spirit.

What I love about this is we cannot manufacture this.  It has to be God working in us.  It’s about surrender and not about striving.

It’s like GPS.  I have used it on occasion in new areas.  I always pick a women’s voice with a British accent.  

All we have to do is follow what the voice says.  Don’t look at the map too much because it will confuse us besides we are supposed to be looking at the road.  Just follow the voice.  A few times I felt I knew more than the voice and did it my way, which meant I got lost. What did the voice say?  “Recalculating route. When safe to do so, execute a U-turn."

I knew she was wrong … so I unplugged her. That's the beauty of that little box. You can unplug her.  Of course it means I am still lost.  So I plugged that lady back in, and you know what she said?

"I told you so, you little idiot. You think I'm going to help you now? You rejected me. There is no way. You just find your way home by yourself."

No, she didn't say those things. She said, "Recalculating route. When safe to do so, execute a U-turn."

That's grace.

God will say to anybody: "Here is the way home. Execute a U-turn." As soon as you're ready to listen, as soon as you're ready to surrender, that's called repentance.

He'll say, "I'll bring you home." That is grace.

It’s surrendering to the overtures of the Holy Spirit living in us.  Let’s follow the GPS – God’s Purposeful Sayings and allow the Holy Spirit to move in our lives and fruit will follow.

1 Corinthians 13:4-8a

Love is patient, love is kind and is not jealous; loves does not brag and is not arrogant, does not act unbecomingly; it does not seek its own, is not provoked, does not take into account a wrong suffered, does not rejoice in unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth; bears all things, hopes all things, endures all things.  Love never fails…

This is the fruit that God had in mind for those who belong to Him.

John 13:35

By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.
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