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Napoleon once pointed to a map of China and said, "There lies a sleeping giant. If it ever wakes up, it will be unstoppable." 

Reflection on the Church.

We are going to talk a lot about doing for a few months but we don’t want to lose sight of the fact that ministry flows out of being.  

God has created us uniquely and for His special purposes.

Ephesians 2:10

For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.
1 Corinthians 12:1 

Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be unaware (ignorant). agnaeo
The Bible teaches that God gives every believer certain spiritual gifts to be used in ministry (1 Cor. 12, Rom. 12, Eph. 4). 

More than one.  Usually a gift mix.  A mix of complementary gifts that work together.

Sometimes spiritual gifts are often overemphasized to the neglect of other equally important factors. 

However, spiritual gifts are only one part of the picture. 

Natural abilities that you were born with also came from God. 

Also acquired skills that were developed are also from the Lord.

Your Creator planned these factors as well.

Natural Abilities 

Refer to those capacities, skills, talents, or aptitudes which come naturally to a person and allow him/her to accomplish something.

Example: analytical ability – some of us are born with a natural tendency to mentally sift through situations or information and break into parts and logically see relationships parts and to order findings.

4 Categories

1. Creative abilities – artistic, drama, music

2. Cognitive abilities – attitudinal (achievement oriented, self-motivated, optimistic), intellectual

3. Physical dexterity abilities – athletic, strength, stamina

4. Relational abilities – leadership, communicational, relational (high sense of responsibility, good at vision setting, good at building teamwork, persuasive)

Acquired Skills

Refer to those capacities, skills, talents, or aptitude which have been learned by a person in order to allow him/her to accomplish something.

Example: you may have a natural artistic ability but you enhance it by learning calligraphy or computer graphic design.

Acquired skills greatly relate to natural abilities.  Most people acquire skills which serve to enhance their natural abilities.  

Then sometimes spiritual gifts are not emphasized at all. We are commanded to desire earnestly spiritual gifts (1 Cor. 14:1). 

Spiritual Gifts

Spiritual gifts are different than our natural abilities and acquired traits.  They help us go beyond our ability.  

A spiritual gift is a God-given unique capacity which is given to each believer for the purpose of releasing a Holy Spirit empowered ministry in a situation or to be repeated again and again.  

Spiritual gifts are associated with the coming of the Spirit.  The Holy Spirit is the giver of the gifts.

John 7:38-39

He who believes in Me, as the Scripture said, ‘From his innermost being will flow rivers of living water.’”  But this He spoke of the Spirit, whom those who believed in Him were to receive; for the Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.
The Spirit was not given until after Jesus had been glorified.  

Ephesians 4:7 states the same.  The Holy Spirit was released at the initiation of the church era for empowerment for each believer to be a functioning part of the New Testament church – for the common good of the members and to build up the body.

Romans 12:6-8; 1 Corinthians 12:4-11, 28; Ephesians 4

Sign Gifts – prophecy, word of knowledge, healing, miracles, distinguishing of spirits, tongues, interpretation of tongues.

Word Gifts – teaching, exhortation, word of wisdom.

Helps Gifts – service, giving, mercy, leadership, faith, apostle, helps, administration.

Key is gifts are not about us but about Him and for others.  It’s to benefit the body.

We are to develop our gifts but it’s not for or about us.  It's for the body.    

1 Corinthians 12:7


But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.

Gracelet

Sometimes you may not have the spiritual gift but may be used by God at that moment in time to move in a spiritual gift.

Temporary like a bracelet.  It comes on and off.

1 Samuel 19:24

He also stripped off his clothes, and he too prophesied before Samuel and lay down naked all that day and all that night. Therefore they say, "Is Saul also among the prophets?"
Why this is important because it’s the priesthood of all believers.

1 Peter 2:5

you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.
We tend to outsource what we are commanded to do ourselves.

I’ve heard people decline ministry opportunities because they didn’t have the gift.  Even if we don’t have the gift of healing we are still commanded to pray for people to be healed.  We are to evangelize regardless if we have the gift or not.

My mindset towards spiritual gifts has been changing. I used to say, "Discover your spiritual gifts and then you'll know what ministry you're supposed to have." 

I think it's backwards: Start experimenting with different ministries and then you'll discover your gifts! Until you actually get involved in serving, you're not going to know what you’re proficient at.
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