Romans 12:3-8 NASB
3 For through the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think more highly of himself than he ought to think; but to think so as to have sound judgment, as God has allotted to each a measure of faith. 4 For just as we have many members in one body and all the members do not have the same function, 5 so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another. 6 Since we have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, each of us is to exercise them accordingly: if prophecy, according to the proportion of his faith; 7 if service, in his serving; or he who teaches, in his teaching; 8 or he who exhorts, in his exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness.
Pray
We’re continuing our series on spiritual gifts. Today, I will be starting off this series with the gift of teaching. 
We are one body, but each of us is different. Each of us has been given different gifts God. It’s not about who’s better, who’s more talented, who’s less talented. It’s all for the common good (to build one another up). 
What is the gift of teaching?
· The desire and ability to effectively communicate sound doctrine
· “Desire” because I believe that’s one of the ways we can identify what is our gift. The question is - do you enjoy it? Do you want to get better at it? 
· “Ability” because obviously, there has to be evidence that this is a blessing to others, not a burden
· My SuperPark experience
· Two parts: Sound doctrine and Effective communication
· 1 Timothy 4 - Paul’s encouragement to Timothy to preserve sound doctrine through teaching
· 1 Timothy 4:1
But the Spirit explicitly says that in later times some will fall away from the faith, paying attention to deceitful spirits and doctrines of demons
· 1 Timothy 4:16
Pay close attention to yourself and to your teaching; persevere in these things, for as you do this you will ensure salvation both for yourself and for those who hear you.
· Teachers will spend much time researching and making sure that what they teach is “sound doctrine”
· I know our pastors do this (we spend hours researching our topics)
· Two examples in the Bible
· Luke
· Teaching in written form
· Luke 1:1-4
Inasmuch as many have undertaken to compile an account of the things accomplished among us, 2 just as they were handed down to us by those who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and servants of the word, 3 it seemed fitting for me as well, having investigated everything carefully from the beginning, to write it out for you in consecutive order, most excellent Theophilus; 4 so that you may know the exact truth about the things you have been taught.
· Paul
· One of the greatest teachers in the New Testament (First person to articulate the mystery of God’s plan in include gentiles in His salvation)
· Galatians 2:1-2
Then after an interval of fourteen years I went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, taking Titus along also. 2 It was because of a revelation that I went up; and I submitted to them the gospel which I preach among the Gentiles, but I did so in private to those who were of reputation, for fear that I might be running, or had run, in vain.
· Effective communication
· Next is being able to communicate all of that research in a way that people will be able to understand and accept
· Who is the greatest teacher in the Bible? Jesus!
· People were gripped by Jesus’ teachings
· Matthew 7:28
When Jesus had finished these words, the crowds were amazed at His teaching;
· He told stories, connected with the crowd, shocked people, had great visual illustrations, helped people experience truth instead of just listening to it
The “spiritual” gift of teaching is probably something like this:
· The ability to effectively communicate sound doctrine + the anointing of the Holy Spirit
P. Sam’s summary of Tim Keller’s book, Preaching
Difference between bad preachers and good preachers? Preparation
Difference between good preachers and great preachers? Anointing
Do you have the gift of teaching? 
Would you like to have it? 
We have to be careful not to have this attitude
· Well, this is not my gift, so I don't have to worry about it
We're ALL called to teach in various settings
· Deuteronomy 6:6-7
6 These words, which I am commanding you today, shall be on your heart. 7 You shall teach them diligently to your sons and shall talk of them when you sit in your house and when you walk by the way and when you lie down and when you rise up.
· Matthew 28:18-20
18 And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.
· 1 Peter 3:15
but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence; 
Especially for leaders:
· 2 Timothy 2:2
The things which you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses, entrust these to faithful men who will be able to teach others also.
· Titus 2:3-5
Older women likewise are to be reverent in their behavior, not malicious gossips nor enslaved to much wine, teaching what is good, [4] so that they may encourage the young women to love their husbands, to love their children, [5] to be sensible, pure, workers at home, kind, being subject to their own husbands, so that the word of God will not be dishonored.
Maybe not the office of a teacher, it can happen in different settings. Not only on the pulpit. 
· Small group. One on one. Parent to child. SP Kids, SP Youth
· The goal is to build up the other person, to strengthen their faith
· Teaching accomplishes this in a direct way
We can ask God for the gift
· God, help me to do it well! 
My own journey
· God equips the called! 
· Never considered teaching as one of my gifts
· But as I did it more and more, one day, I discovered - oh I really like it! 
· P. Sam's teaching two weeks ago - serve, and you will discover what your gifts are
· You gotta try it to find out if you like it or not
· Monica with durian
1 Peter 4:11a
If anyone speaks, they should do so as one who speaks the very words of God.
John 7:16-18
16 Jesus answered, “My teaching is not my own. It comes from the one who sent me. 17 Anyone who chooses to do the will of God will find out whether my teaching comes from God or whether I speak on my own. 18 Whoever speaks on their own does so to gain personal glory, but he who seeks the glory of the one who sent him is a man of truth; there is nothing false about him.
Preach to impact, not to impress
Ecclesiastes 6:11
The more the words,
    the less the meaning,
    and how does that profit anyone?
