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1 Corinthians 12:1


Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be unaware.

The great violinist, Nicolo Paganini, willed his marvelous violin to Genoa, the city of his birth, but only on condition that the instrument never be played upon.  It was an unfortunate condition, for it is a peculiarity of wood that as long as it is used and handled, it shows little wear. As soon as it is discarded, it begins to decay.

The exquisite, mellow-toned violin has become worm-eaten in its beautiful case, valueless except as a relic. The moldering instrument is a reminder that a life withdrawn from all service to others loses its meaning.

We are learning about spiritual gifts not so much to edify ourselves and identify our giftedness but to learn how to serve others, especially in the Body.

Definition:

The word of wisdom refers to the capacity to know the mind of the Spirit in a given situation and to communicate clearly the situation, facts, truth or application of the facts and truth to meet the need of the situation.

This is part of the Word cluster – teaching, exhortation, and wisdom but it is also very similar to one of the sign gifts – word of knowledge.  Both of these gifts are only mentioned in the 1 Corinthians passage on spiritual gifts.

Word of wisdom is revelatory and not just a collection of wisdom over time.  

Wisdom as defined as the quality of having experience, knowledge, and good judgment or simply skill at living life.  We usually assume wisdom comes with age but not necessarily so.

What is the difference between word of wisdom and word of knowledge?

Secularly, knowledge is really about facts and ideas we acquire through study, research, investigation, observation, or experience.  Wisdom is the ability to discern and judge which aspects of that knowledge are true, lasting and applicable to your life.

Spiritually, the word of knowledge is revelation given by God – specific information unknown to the person receiving the word.  The word of wisdom is revelation given by God to understand the situation and give clear direction and application.

Ralph Neighbor uses the analogy of a doctor.  He may get a new insight into physiology, genetics or vaccines – this is word of knowledge.  Word of wisdom is the doctor has the ability to diagnose the patient’s problem and apply the resources of medical science to that particular case.  Kind of like watching an episode of House.

Examples in the Bible

OT 1 Kings 3:16-28

Solomon was given a very difficult situation but with the word of wisdom was able to get the truth of the situation and resolve it.

NT Acts 15:19-21

The Council at Jerusalem.  An argument arose in the early church about what it means to be a Christian.  The Jews wanted Gentiles to be circumcised.  

Acts 15:1

Certain people came down from Judea to Antioch and were teaching the believers: “Unless you are circumcised, according to the custom taught by Moses, you cannot be saved.”

Paul, Barnabas and Peter object.  James is operating as the leader of the church in dealing with the complex issue of Gentile believers.  James was able to see the value of what was being said on both sides and having grasped the bigger picture was able to give a word of wisdom for the group. 

Personal Example

Many years ago I got involved in mediating a business dispute.  I don’t normally do this but both sides had relationship with me, trusted me and I loved them.  I only had one requirement – whatever I said goes.  They both agreed.

It was obvious that this partnership could not continue – knowledge.  But now what to do?  The buying price and selling price was way off.

After much talking God was gracious and dropped a word of wisdom in my heart.  I laid out a plan for one party to exit the business.  For the seller – go home and pray and ask God what is the absolute highest price you are willing to give for the share.  For the buyer – go home and pray and ask God what is the absolute lowest price you are willing to take.  I alone would know the figure and let the parties know how much.  Both were extremely happy.  They both ended up selling for less than they put and buying for more than they put.  Genius!

Why You Should Want this Gift

We are all faced with situations everyday – at work, at home, in our families, that we need God’s wisdom.  To discern rightly the facts and truth of the matter and then make sound decisions.  Not to only have our mind but also have the mind of Christ.

We all need wisdom.  All we need to do is ask.

James 1:5-6

But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all generously and without reproach, and it will be given to him.  But he must ask in faith without any doubting, for the one who doubts is like the surf of the sea, driven and tossed by the wind.

The Holy Spirit is also made Himself available to us by releasing the gift of the word of wisdom.  

1 Corinthians 14:1a


Pursue love, yet desire earnestly spiritual gifts…

Ask and receive.  
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