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Starting a new series – a series on sign gifts.  
What are the sign gifts?  Prophecy, word of knowledge, healing, miracles, distinguishing of spirits, tongues, interpretation of tongues.  

Gift of the working of miracles:-
1 Corinthians 12:4-11 (all Scripture in this sermon uses ESV translation unless otherwise indicated)
4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5 and there are varieties of service, but the same Lord; 6 and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who empowers them all in everyone. 7 To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 8 For to one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10 to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the ability to distinguish between spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 11 All these are empowered by one and the same Spirit, who apportions to each one individually as he wills.
We establish that the gift of the working of miracles is from the same Spirit (v4), and these gifts are empowered by one and the same Spirit for the common good (v8), and the Spirit apportions to each one individually as he wills (v11).  
Three points to this message.

1. WHAT: What is the gift of the working of miracles?

2. HOW: Do they still manifest today and if so, how?

3. WHY: Why is there such a gift?  Why is it relevant to me?  
1. WHAT is the gift of the working of miracles and what is its purpose?

A. Biblical examples of miscellaneous miracles
Let’s look at how the Bible refers to miracles.  Biblical terminology for miracles frequently points to the idea of God’s power at work to arouse people’s wonder and amazement.  The Greek term is dunamis – meaning force, power, abundance, might, strength, violence.
Primarily three sets of terms are employed:

(a) “sign” = something that points to or indicates something else, especially God’s activity and power

(b) “wonder” = an event that causes people to be amazed or astonished; and

(c) “miracle” or “mighty work” = an act displaying great power, divine power.  

“Signs and wonders” is thus used as a stock expression to refer to miracles: [Slide #2]
· Deuteronomy 6:22 

22 And the Lord showed signs and wonders, great and grievous, against Egypt and against Pharaoh and all his household, before our eyes.

· Acts 5:12 

12 Now many signs and wonders were regularly done among the people by the hands of the apostles. And they were all together in Solomon's Portico.

Signs and wonders have many purposes, but I wish to draw out two primary ones.  

1. Inspires service and allegiance
· Matthew 8:15 

15 He touched her hand, and the fever left her, and she rose and began to serve him.


Healing of Peter’s mother-in-law.  Matthew 8 goes on to describe him casting out the spirits with a word and healing all who were sick.  A crowd then began to follow him.  
· Matthew 20:30, 34 

30 And behold, there were two blind men sitting by the roadside, and when they heard that Jesus was passing by, they cried out, “Lord,[a] have mercy on us, Son of David!” … 34 And Jesus in pity touched their eyes, and immediately they recovered their sight and followed him.


Usually after the miracle, the recipient immediately follows Jesus.  

2. Inspires worship and acknowledging the arrival of the Kingdom of God.  

· Psalm 105 

105 Oh give thanks to the Lord; call upon his name;
    make known his deeds among the peoples!
2 Sing to him, sing praises to him;
    tell of all his wondrous works!
3 Glory in his holy name;
    let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice!
4 Seek the Lord and his strength [might, power];
    seek his presence continually!
5 Remember the wondrous works that he has done,
    his miracles, and the judgments he uttered,
6 O offspring of Abraham, his servant,
    children of Jacob, his chosen ones!

· John 3:2 

2 This man came to Jesus[a] by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with him.”

· Matthew 12:28 

28 But if it is by the Spirit of God that I cast out demons, then the kingdom of God has come upon you.  
[Similar, Luke 11:20 - But if it is by the finger of God that I cast out demons, then the kingdom of God has come upon you.]
· Acts 19:11-20 English Standard Version (ESV)

11 And God was doing extraordinary miracles by the hands of Paul, 12 so that even handkerchiefs or aprons that had touched his skin were carried away to the sick, and their diseases left them and the evil spirits came out of them. 13 Then some of the itinerant Jewish exorcists undertook to invoke the name of the Lord Jesus over those who had evil spirits, saying, “I adjure you by the Jesus whom Paul proclaims.” 14 Seven sons of a Jewish high priest named Sceva were doing this.15 But the evil spirit answered them, “Jesus I know, and Paul I recognize, but who are you?” 16 And the man in whom was the evil spirit leaped on them, mastered all[a] of them and overpowered them, so that they fled out of that house naked and wounded. 17 And this became known to all the residents of Ephesus, both Jews and Greeks. And fear fell upon them all, and the name of the Lord Jesus was extolled. 18 Also many of those who were now believers came, confessing and divulging their practices. 19 And a number of those who had practiced magic arts brought their books together and burned them in the sight of all. And they counted the value of them and found it came to fifty thousand pieces of silver. 20 So the word of the Lord continued to increase and prevail mightily.
· 1 Corinthians 4:20 – the kingdom of God does not consist in talk but in power [dunamis]

· Hebrews 2:1-4
4 … we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, lest we drift away from it. 2 For since the message declared by angels proved to be reliable, and every transgression or disobedience received a just retribution, 3 how shall we escape if we neglect such a great salvation? It was declared at first by the Lord, and it was attested to us by those who heard, 4 while God also bore witness by signs and wonders and various miracles and by gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed according to his will.

Taking stock.  Miracles are acts of violent power.  Overlaps with other sign gifts, but also more.  It is a SIGN-post.  Look at the greatest miracle, easier to see what it is a sign post to.    
B. The Grand Miracle
The greatest miracle of all time is salvation through the cross of Christ.  The gospel is Jesus nailing our sins to the cross.  How can what was once dead come to life?  The Christian faith is born out of a miracle. 
Colossians 1:19-23
19 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross. 21 And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, 22 he has now reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order to present you holy and blameless and above reproach before him, 23 if indeed you continue in the faith, stable and steadfast, not shifting from the hope of the gospel that you heard, which has been proclaimed in all creation[g] under heaven …
Many theologians have considered that what actually takes place when a person chooses to follow Jesus is perfectly depicted in Ezekiel 37.  
37 The hand of the Lord was upon me, and he brought me out in the Spirit of the Lord and set me down in the middle of the valley;[a] it was full of bones. 2 And he led me around among them, and behold, there were very many on the surface of the valley, and behold, they were very dry. 3 And he said to me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” And I answered, “O Lord God, you know.” 4 Then he said to me, “Prophesy over these bones, and say to them, O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. 5 Thus says the Lord God to these bones: Behold, I will cause breath[b] to enter you, and you shall live. 6 And I will lay sinews upon you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall know that I am the Lord.”

How does one come to be saved?  How does one come to have faith in Christ?  As theologian Paul Blackham has once said:
· “Faith is the greatest miracle in the world.  Whenever a spiritually dead person hears the Word of Christ and believes in Him we should be amazed at the power of the Spirit.  As we saw in Ezekiel 37, the task in hand is not small.  The world outside of Jesus is like very dry bones and we must never underestimate the size of the challenge.  Neither must be underestimate the power of the Holy Spirit to work that which is impossible.  We are born again by trusting in Jesus, and the whole of the Christian life flows out of this New Birth.”

· Or as CS Lewis puts it – “The central miracle asserted by Christians is the Incarnation.  They say that God became Man.  Every other miracle prepares for this, or exhibits this, or results from this… [it] illuminates and orders all other phenomena, explains both our laughter and our logic, our fear of the dead and our knowledge that it is somehow good to die …”
Romans 1:16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes.  The same word power (dunamis) is used here.  You may as well translate it as For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the MIRACLE of God for salvation to everyone who believes.  
Our lives start with this Miracle of salvation.  
C. Signpost to the Kingdom of God

Miracle of salvation is not the end.  It opens up the kingdom of God to be within us.   
Luke 17:20-21 20 Being asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come, he answered them, “The kingdom of God is not coming in ways that can be observed, 21 nor will they say, ‘Look, here it is!’ or ‘There!’ for behold, the kingdom of God is in the midst of [within] you.”[h]
Revelation 12:10 10 And I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, “Now the salvation and the power [again, dunamis] and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ have come, for the accuser of our brothers[b] has been thrown down, who accuses them day and night before our God. 11 And they have conquered him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, for they loved not their lives even unto death.
What is the kingdom of God?  Peter Tsukahira – the Kingdom of God is whenever and wherever God truly rules as king.  Whenever and wherever we give God the authority to rule over our deepest desires, secret plans, lifelong ambitions and greatest hopes, His Kingdom is in us.    
D. Definition
PROPER DEFINITION

“The gift of the working of miracles is what the Spirit gives to certain members of the Body of Christ, to serve as intermediaries through whom it pleases God to perform powerful acts of wonders. Such acts of power are signposts to the promised arrival of the Kingdom of God.”
2. Do they still manifest today and if so, HOW do they manifest?
YES.  Default position: cessationist.  #1 read voraciously.  #2 history.  #3 modern day examples.  
#1 – read voraciously.  Jack Deere.  Surprised by the Power of the Spirit [DTS professor].  CS Lewis puts it philosophically.  If smoke then fire – ‘inference’.  Challenged.  Or leaderless army vs king over a leaderless army.  
#2 – look at history.
A. Extra-biblical accounts of ancient and modern day anecdotes of “miracles”

Example #1 – St Augustine (4th – 5th Century)
· St Augustine.  4th – 5th Century.  Recorded in his seminal work, the City of God.  At the time, there were already people saying the Sign gifts no longer exist.  Chapter 8 of Book 22 specifically is entitled “Of Miracles Which Were Wrought that the World Might Believe in Christ, and Which Have Not Ceased Since the World Believed”.  
· Then he refers to specific miracles in his age i.e. blind man in Milan being restored to sight which was witnessed very large groups of people.   
· A woman who had breast cancer in the city of Carthage [breast cancer discovered since 1600BC]. She received a dream in which she was instructed to wait for the first woman that came out from the baptistery after being baptised, and to ask her to make the sign of Christ upon her sore.  She did so, and was immediately cured.  
· He recounted the healing of a hernia; he recounted the banishment of spirits; exorcism of those who are demonized; he even accounted a few examples of people being resurrected.   
Example #2:

· St. Joseph of Cupertino loved to levitate.  He was an Italian Conventual Franciscan friar, lived during the 17th Century.  

· In fact, it’s said he defied gravity over seventy times and would have to be restrained in order to keep him on the ground. Naturally, he’s considered the Patron Saint of Aviators.

Then, #3 there are modern day miracles.  These are reported in the news sometimes.
Personal example e.g. spiritual cleansing at grandpa’s place.  SPFAM foster care issues.
Finger of God clip.
Looking back – why did I think these gifts did not manifest today?  It wasn’t because of good bible study.  It was a cloak for insecurity.  We need to approach the word with child-like heart.   John 14: 2 “… whoever believes in me will also do the works that I do; and greater works than these will he do, because I am going to the Father.13 Whatever you ask in my name, this I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If you ask me[e] anything in my name, I will do it.
CAVEAT: Spirit speaks for Himself.  Do not exaggerate.  View miracles with care, report with care.  Do not be gullible or deceived by false miracles.  
3. WHY is there such a gift?  WHY is it relevant to me?  
Two things. It is commanded of us to desire it.  And it is the mode of evangelism.

· 1 Corinthians 12:31 English Standard Version (ESV) – we are called to earnestly desire these gifts.  
Mode of evangelism:
· 1 Thessalonians 1:5

… because our gospel came to you not only in word, but also in power [dunamis] and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction. You know what kind of men we proved to be among you for your sake.

· Romans 15:18-19  

18 For I will not venture to speak of anything except what Christ has accomplished through me to bring the Gentiles to obedience—by word and deed, 19 … by the power of signs and wonders, by the power of the Spirit of God—so that from Jerusalem and all the way around to Illyricum I have fulfilled the ministry of the gospel of Christ…

Maybe, won’t happen to you, even though you believe it happens.  Perhaps you are offended by the idea that such miracles are even necessary when you only look to the giver of gifts but not these particulars gifts.  [Electric truck gift analogy for my children – why would God withhold such gifts from present-day believers?]
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