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1 Corinthians 12:1

Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be unaware.

1 Corinthians 12:9

to another faith by the same Spirit, and to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit,

Gifts of healings – double plural.  Genetive neuter plural.  Only used 3 times and all in 1 Corinthians 12.

1 Corinthians 12:28

And God has appointed in the church, first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administrations, various kinds of tongues.

1 Corinthians 12:30

All do not have gifts of healings, do they?  All do not speak with tongues, do they?  All do not interpret, do they?

Don’t know exactly what the double plural means but most likely variety.

I took the pastors to Oklahoma City a few months ago to attend a conference on Word and Spirit.  So good.  Basically a gathering of Radical Middle leaders and churches in the US.  Dr. Sam Storms started the conference with a 2-point sermon that had 12 and 8 sub points.  Just want to highlight a few:

1. In everything He said and did Jesus portrayed sickness as an enemy to be resisted, not a friend to be embraced. Jesus never thanked God for sickness.

2. Jesus never prayed for the sick to be healed. Instead, He commanded them to be healed.

His second sermon had 10 points.  They are added at the bottom of this sermon and are available online.

Why people aren’t healed is of great importance as well.  I will talk about that at a later time.  

Definition:

A spiritual gift is a God-given unique capacity that is given to each believer for the purpose of releasing a Holy Spirit empowered ministry in a situation or to be repeated again and again.  

Gifts of healings refer to the supernatural releasing of healing power for curing all types of illnesses.

God is the healer!  We are simply the conduits.  

Examples in the Bible

Acts 3:1-9

Peter and John heal a man lame from birth and he not only walks but also was leaping and praising God.

Acts 14:8-10

A lame man from Lystra was healed by Paul.  Interesting note – Paul saw that the man had faith to be made well.  Word of knowledge.

Personal Example

Show video

This is one gift that was birthed out of watching my mom.  She was sick so much.  She had a very low white blood cell count.  Growing up she was in bed at least 2-3 days a week.  I learned to vacuum, do laundry, wash dishes, and clean the house because of her sickness.

When I was a youth pastor we decided that we would pray for the sick after every service.  For almost a year we did that and no one got healed.  In fact, some kids got worse.  We were very discouraged.

Then heard the story of John Wimber and the Vineyard.  He is beyond the veil…

Spoke at a retreat during my 40 day fast.  Day 35.  Everyone at that retreat got healed.  Amazing.

Spoke at Cerritos High School Christian club.  A young girl with a growth on her hand. I felt the growth disappear under my hand.  She started balling and praising God.

A young girl in my youth group had bad back pain.  Felt like Holy Spirit was asking me to tell her to lie down and get up 7 times.  She did and her back pain was gone instantly.

Why You Should Want this Gift

If you are like me when I was a young boy and see loved ones in pain and suffering you want to see them get well.  God has given gifts of healings to the church.  Why wouldn’t we want this gift?

God is the one who heals.  I am the one who asks and prays.

1 Corinthians 14:1a


Pursue love, yet desire earnestly spiritual gifts…

Ask and receive.  

Dr. Sam Storms

Sermon One: Jesus the Healer: Our Model for Ministry Today

1. Jesus healed hundreds, if not thousands of people. Healing was not a secondary feature in the ministry of Jesus.

(Matthew 4:23-24; see Luke 4:40)

2. No one Jesus touched or who touched Him was left unhealed (Matthew 8:16; 14:34–36)

3. Jesus never inflicted anyone with a disease or ever suggested that sickness was a blessing from God for obedient people. 

4. Jesus portrayed healing not simply as a sign that the kingdom of God was coming, but as an essential element in the very nature of God’s kingdom. 

5. Jesus self-consciously healed people by the power of the Holy Spirit.

6. Most often His healings were instantaneous, but on at least one occasion it was partial and gradual (see Mark 8:22–26).

7. The healings of Jesus were subject to two factors: the presence or absence of faith (Matthew 13:53–58; Mark 6:5–6), and the purpose of His heavenly Father (John 5:19)

8. Jesus believed that many, but not all, physical afflictions were the work of Satan (Luke 13:10–17; Acts 10:38)

9. Jesus identified some sickness as unrelated to personal sin (John 9) and at other times directly cause by sin (John 5:14; James 5:16)

10. Jesus regularly healed the sick by laying hands on them. “Now when the sun was setting, all those who had any who were sick with various diseases brought them to Him, and He lad His hands on everyone one of them and healed them.” (Luke 4:40)

11. Jesus never prayed for the sick to be healed. Instead, He commanded them to be healed.

12. Virtually all of Jesus’ healings were motivated by compassion.

Why we can practice the healing ministry:

1. The Holy Spirit in Jesus is the Holy Spirit in us.

2. The primary motivation of Jesus in healing the sick was His compassion

3. The kingdom of God that Jesus inaugurated, the kingdom of God whose essence consists of healing and driving out demons, is the same kingdom of God in which we live as citizens and minster today.

4. In everything He said and did Jesus portrayed sickness as an enemy to be resisted, not a friend to be embraced. Jesus never thanked God for sickness.

5. Jesus consistently predicted and promised His followers that they would suffer persecution and beatings and the loss of property and be subjected to slander and ridicule and injustice. BUT He never said that about physical disease.

6. We must also consider the word of Jesus in what we call the Great Commission in Matthew 28:18–20.

7. The healing ministry of the part of the people of God in local churches continues into Acts and in the Epistles of the New Testament. 

Sermon Two: Why doesn’t God always heal?
1. We don’t heal like Jesus because we don’t feel like Jesus. 

2. Although we must be careful in giving more weight to the role of faith than does the NT itself, we also must be willing to acknowledge that occasionally healing does not occur because of the absence of that sort of faith that God delights to honor.

3. Sometimes healing does not occur because of the presence of sin for which there has been no confessing or repentance. 

4. Although it sounds odd to many at first hearing, healing may not happen because the sick don’t want it to happen. 

5. Sometimes healing does not occur because of the presence of sin for which there has been no confession or repentance.

6. Some are not healed because the demonic cause of the affliction has not been addressed. (Acts 10:37-38)

7. We must also consider the mystery of divine providence.

8. Another reason why healing doesn’t always happen when and how we might prefer is because of what may be described as the inevitable process of physical deterioration and ultimate physical death.

9. Often times there are dimensions of spiritual growth in us, as well as moral development and increase in the knowledge of God, that He desires more than our physical health, experiences that in His wisdom God has determined can only be attained by means or in the midst of or in response to less than prefect physical health. In other words, healing the sick is a good thing (and we should never cease to pray for it), but often there is a better thing that can only be attained by means of physical weakness. 

10. Another reason why healing doesn’t always happen when and how we might prefer is related to the mysterious distinction between God’s secret, sovereign will and His revealed, perceptive will. 
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