Spiritual Gifts
Supernatural Gifts: the Word of Knowledge
I. Key words to understand the passage (1 Corinthians 12:1,7)
A. The supernatural gifts are different in nature than the functional gifts
B. The phrase “spiritual gifts” or “gifts of the Spirit (1 Cor 12:1) is just one word in the original text (pneumatikon in Greek)

· Based on the context of the passage, most translators have chosen to add “gifts” for clarification (a few translations render it “spiritual matters” or “spiritual things”

· Pneumatikon refers to something spiritual and conveys the idea of supernatural power (which is very different than natural function)

C. The word “manifestation” (phanerosis in Greek) means to reveal, to make known, or to uncover (1 Cor 12:7)
D. The Holy Spirit determines when these gifts are released (1 Cor 12:11)

· Anyone can flow in these gifts (1 Cor 12:7)

· You are God’s masterpiece and He has planned exciting things for you to do in advance (Eph 2:10)

· We have all been given gifts to serve the Lord (1 Pet 4:10)
II. The Word of Knowledge (1 Corinthians 12:8)
A. The gifts of the Spirit are supernaturally manifested at specific moments in time for specific situations
B. These are gifts of a supernatural nature that operate by the power of the Spirit

C. The Holy Spirit releases supernatural power and manifests these gifts
1. There is a difference between knowledge acquired naturally and knowledge received supernaturally

2. Word of Knowledge: facts and information about a person or situation that are revealed supernaturally
· Example: Nathaniel under the fig tree (Jn 1:47-50)
· Example: the woman at the well (Jn 4:7-18)
III. Developing the supernatural gifts
A. Although the supernatural gifts are given as the Holy Spirit determines, they can still be developed, practiced and matured
B. Keys to developing the gifts of the Spirit
1. The baptism of the Holy Spirit (Acts 8:14-17)
2. Impartation from others (Romans 1:11)

3. Spending time with the Lord (Luke 5:15-16)
4. Learning who you are in Christ (Romans 8:11)
5. Using symbolism to activate faith (James 5:14-15)

6. Being bold and going for it (Acts 14:3)
7. Practicing and learning (2 Tim 1:6)
Conclusion
· Eagerly desire supernatural gifts (1 Cor 14:1) 
· Tell the Lord that you would like to flow in the word of knowledge
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