Holy Spirit. Please come and release the gift of teaching, release your wisdom, release your anointing to bring Your word to our church. Thank You God. Help me not to make this about me AT ALL, but to make it about You and Your love for our church. 
-----
Acts 2:1-4
When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 2 And suddenly there came from heaven a noise like a violent rushing wind, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3 And there appeared to them tongues as of fire distributing themselves, and they rested on each one of them. 4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit was giving them utterance.
Pray
Only two points! 
WHAT IS SPEAKING IN TONGUES?
· Sam Storms
The Spirit-energized ability to pray, worship, give thanks or speak in a language that you do not know
It’s a gift of the Holy Spirit
· He enables us
· Acts 2 - First, the Holy Spirit comes upon the believers. They are filled with the Holy Spirit. And they begin speaking in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them. 
· Acts 10:44-46
44 While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit fell upon all those who were listening to the message. 45 All the circumcised believers who came with Peter were amazed, because the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out on the Gentiles also. 46 For they were hearing them speaking with tongues and exalting God.
· Acts 19:6
And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they began speaking with tongues and prophesying.
· It’s one of the manifestations of the Holy Spirit
· It’s NOT the sign that you have received the Holy Spirit
· Tongues is kind of a strange gift - quite visibly spiritual/supernatural, but there’s not a lot of examples in Scripture
· Visibility → a sign of maturity, a sign of being close to God, a sign of being spiritual, a sign of greater zeal, greater commitment
· Sam Storms - “Tongues are not a sign of anything!” It’s merely one gift, one manifestation of the Spirit among many others
Three types of speaking in tongues (Stefaan Hugo back in 2009)
1) Human tongues
a) What we see in Acts 2
i) Often times, it’s evangelistic, though not always
b) YWAM base in Equatorial Guinea in Africa, right next to the road. All praying out loud. Some praying in English, some Spanish, some in tongues. Chinese guy runs in, falls down on his knees and cries. One of you called me by my name in Mandarin and said come and give your life to God. 
c) Pastor Oh, in an all Caucasian church, middle-aged Caucasian ladies, praying in perfect Korean
d) Rare - anyone seen this? 
Question: must it always be in a known human language? 
· It’s never commanded anywhere
· If Acts 2 experience was to be normative of all experiences of speaking in tongues, it doesn’t seem to align with what Paul says about tongues and interpretation in 1 Corinthians 14
· It is ASSUMED that nobody understands speaking in tongues in a natural way
· Therefore, a supernatural gift of interpretation is required
2) Church tongues
a) 1 Corinthians 14:26-28
26 What is the outcome then, brethren? When you assemble, each one has a psalm, has a teaching, has a revelation, has a tongue, has an interpretation. Let all things be done for edification. 27 If anyone speaks in a tongue, it should be by two or at the most three, and each in turn, and one must interpret; 28 but if there is no interpreter, he must keep silent in the church; and let him speak to himself and to God.
b) Paul is speaking to the Corinthian church - in a church gathering, where you are gathered to worship together and edify one another through teaching, revelation, a word from God, sometimes there’s is a word given in tongues
i) In these moments, we must wait for an interpretation from the Holy Spirit
c) Anyone seen this happen? 
i) Quite often with P. Ricky and P. Mary!
d) Ever wondered - that was a long word in tongue, but the interpretation was so short or there are multiple interpretations? Or vice versa. 
i) Interpretation, not word-for-word translation
ii) Gift of interpretation is when the Holy Spirit reveals to someone (similar to the gift of prophecy) what that word in tongues means
(1) More so - what God wants to communicate to us through that word
(2) Not with your natural mind. But an impression in your mind, spirit
iii) “Father God - what do You think about Your children here?”
(1) “My children I love you”
(2) Picture of a shepherd, picking up a lamb
Question: must we ALWAYS wait for interpretation ANY time we speak in tongues at church? 
· I don’t think so
· The context is important here
· The Corinthian church, it seems like, was disorderly in their worship gathering
· And when it was time for sharing a word of encouragement/edification, multiple would speak in tongues, no one would understand, people were confused
· Their actions (speaking in tongues) did not meet the intended purpose (edifying the other person)
· Colin Dye’s church experience in Kenya
· If we are gathered, and it’s a time for prayer, and we want to build ourselves up, stir our faith, adore God in a way that goes beyond ourselves, and NOBODY is expecting to receive an edifying word from you in that time, it’s OK. We can all pray in tongues together!
3) Private tongues
a) 1 Corinthians 14:2
For one who speaks in a tongue does not speak to men but to God; for no one understands, but in his spirit he speaks mysteries.
i) No one understands what you are saying because you’re not speaking to men but to God
b) 1 Corinthians 14:27-28
27 If anyone speaks in a tongue, it should be by two or at the most three, and each in turn, and one must interpret; 28 but if there is no interpreter, he must keep silent in the church; and let him speak to himself and to God.
i) If there is no interpreter (trial and error), stop it and just speak in tongues privately (to yourself and to God)
c) 1 Corinthians 14:18-19
18 I thank God, I speak in tongues more than you all; 19 however, in the church I desire to speak five words with my mind so that I may instruct others also, rather than ten thousand words in a tongue.
i) Paul says I speak in tongues more than you all! But in the church, I don’t speak in tongues… So where does he speak in tongues then? Privately
ii) 1 Corinthians 14:14-15
14 For if I pray in a tongue, my spirit prays, but my mind is unfruitful. 15 What is the outcome then? I will pray with the spirit and I will pray with the mind also; I will sing with the spirit and I will sing with the mind also.
iii) This is how we most commonly utilize the gift of speaking in tongues
Note: Our mind is not working when we pray. Maybe it’s our biggest hurdle.  
· NY Times article
· Researchers at the University of Pennsylvania took brain images of five women while they spoke in tongues and found that their frontal lobes — the thinking, willful part of the brain through which people control what they do — were relatively quiet, as were the language centers. The regions involved in maintaining self-consciousness were active. The women were not in blind trances, and it was unclear which region was driving the behavior.
· Leader of the team: “The amazing thing was how the images supported people’s interpretation of what was happening,” “The way they describe it, and what they believe, is that God is talking through them,” he said.
· Singing a worship song and meditation activates the frontal lobe, but not praying in tongues
· Hamburger illustration - short and simple
WHY SHOULD WE DESIRE IT? 
1) Paul encourages it
a) 1 Corinthians 14:5, 18, 39
Now I want you all to speak in tongues…

I thank God, I speak in tongues more than you all…

Therefore, my brethren, desire earnestly to prophesy, and do not forbid speaking in tongues.
i) Positive!
2) Edifies yourself
a) 1 Corinthians 14:4
The one who speaks in a tongue builds up himself...
b) You’re encouraging yourself when you do this. Strengthening yourself. Stirring yourself up. Getting stronger. Drawing closer to God. 
c) Jackie Pullinger’s story
Meets a Chinese couple, prays with them and receives the gift of tongues
“My life didn’t change. … I didn’t feel good praying in tongues, so I didn’t use it.”
A year later, an American couple says:

“The Scripture says if you pray in tongues you will be built up spiritually. It doesn’t say you will feel built up.”
Experiences the joy of praying in tongues. Doesn’t want to despise this wonderful gift from God. Fifteen minutes everyday. 
"Every day - as I had promised the Willans - I prayed in the language of the Spirit. Fifteen minutes by the clock. I still found it to be an exercise. Before praying in the Spirit I said, ‘Lord, I don’t know how to pray, or whom to pray for. Will you pray through me - and will you lead me to the people who want you.’ And I would begin my fifteen minute stint.
After about six weeks I noticed something remarkable. Those I talked to about Christ believed. I could not understand it at first and wondered how my Chinese had so suddenly improved, or if I had stumbled on a splendid new evangelistic technique. But I was saying the same things as before. It was some time before I realised what had changed. This time I was talking about Jesus to people who wanted to hear. I had let God have a hand in my prayers and it produced a direct result. Instead of my deciding what I wanted to do for God and asking his blessing I was asking him to do his will through me as I prayed in the language he gave me.
d) Not about how you feel. Not about how it makes you feel. Not about your mind not understanding. 
i) Trust that God is doing something
ii) Sometimes you feel something. Sometimes you don’t. But you trust God!
3) Relying on the Holy Spirit to pray what is on His heart
a) Romans 8:26
In the same way the Spirit also helps our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we should, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words;
i) Debate about whether or not this is tongues
ii) What’s for sure?
(1) We don’t know how to pray as we should
(2) The Spirit helps us
iii) I believe one of the ways the Spirit helps us is through speaking in tongues
b) Dutch Sheets’ story
c) We often don’t know how to pray, what to pray
d) Prayer of WEAKNESS - it’s not some kind of merit or some sign of having arrived somewhere
Can everyone get it? Will everyone get it? Does everyone receive it? 
· I don’t know
Can everyone ask? YES! 
It’s not the end all be all. It will one day cease. But it’s so helpful!
How do we receive it? 
· Do you desire it? 
· We pray for it
· Focus on just being filled with the Holy Spirit, connecting with Him
· We’ll pray for you here, but try to practice it on your own
· Every story is different
· Usually had someone pray for them
· Happens in the middle of prayer, seeking God, worshiping Him, waiting on Him
· Many times, it’s a conscious choice to do it
· Share my story
· Keep praying!!!
· The longer we wait, the more precious, the more we cherish it
Altar call
Benediction
The Lord bless you and keep you
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you
The Lord turn His face toward you and give you peace, shalom, from this day forever
In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, we pray. Amen. 
Well announcement
