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1 Corinthians 12:1

Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be unaware.

1 Corinthians 12:9

to another faith by the same Spirit, and to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit,

Very little is mentioned in the Scriptures.  If not for the inclusion in verse 9, one would probably not identify it as a gift.  It is listed so it is a special gift given to some members of the body of Christ in order to edify the church.  Therefore there is a distinction from faith which each believer has otherwise we would not be saved or walk with God.  This faith is seen as a fruit of the Spirit and should be a growing part of every believer’s walk with God.

What we are talking about with the gift of faith is something that goes beyond our normal faith – something extraordinary.

Definition:

The gift of faith is a God-given unique capacity of a person to recognize a given situation that God intends to do something and to trust God for it until He brings it to pass.

Peter Wagner

The gift of faith is the special ability that God gives to some members of the body of Christ to discern with extraordinary confidence the will and purposes of God for the future of His work.

Those with the gift of faith are usually more interested in the future than in history or the facts.  They can trust God to remove mountains and like Noah build an ark on dry ground in the face of ridicule and criticism.

Signs of the gift of faith in operation:

1. An unusual desire to accept God’s promises at face value and to apply them to given situations until God fulfills them.

2. Receiving what you believe to be a vision of some future work of God and trusting God for it until it comes to pass.

3. The recurring experience in the midst of situations to sense that God is going to do something unusual even though most of the people around you don’t have this kind of assurance.

4. An unusual desire to know God in His fullness and to depend on Him and Him alone for solutions to problems.

5. Deep knowledge of God’s realness because He and He alone has specifically intervened on your behalf.

6. An attitude that says not only that God can do something but that He will do something in the situation, in fact, in many cases to know that God has already done it.

Examples in the Bible

OT – Noah Genesis 5:32 – 9:18

When Noah was 500 years old when God speaks to him about building an ark in on dry ground.  Ridicule and criticism abound.  He is now 600 years old when the flood comes.  

Do you know the most amazing thing about this whole story?  

· Not that Noah was so old.

· Not that he built it in the desert.

· Not that the animals came.

· Not that it was so big.

The most amazing thing was there were all the instructions for building an ark but no instruction on how to close the door.  The Lord closed the door behind them (7:16).

Definitely operated in the gift of faith.

NT – Apostle Paul

Over the course of his life and ministry Paul demonstrated on several occasions the gift of faith.  On the road to Damascus he received in very unusual circumstances his call and vision of what he was to do with his life.  He clung to that vision in the face of adversity and trusted God to bring it about.

· Macedonian call (Acts 16)

· He was to speak before kings and rulers (Acts 21:9-14)

· In Corinth, God encouraged him to stay strong (Acts 18:10-11)

· Shipwreck incident (Acts 27:22-26)

Personal Example

When I was in seminary my missiology professor said to our class the most effective way to do missions was to plant churches.  God birthed something in my heart and I said, “Yes, sir!”  He said to it in megalopolises.  

Acts 17:26

and He made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined their appointed times and the boundaries of their habitation
 Just a few years ago in the history of the world more people live in urban centers than rural or suburbs.  God is bringing people into cities.

Since then I have been tenacious in following this vision despite circumstances and limitations of size.

A bit of a warning.  Beware of gift projection.  

Kenneth Kinghorn, Asbury Seminary

The person who has the gift of faith should not chide others for their lack of faith.  After all, not every Christian possesses this gift.

I should not project to other pastors and say, “How come you are not planting churches?”  They may not have the specific call or the gift of faith.

Why You Should Want this Gift

Hebrews 11:6a


And without faith it is impossible to please Him…

We all want to please God.  What if God had available a gift that allows you to please Him even more and to accomplish His work on earth?  This is the gift of faith.  Tenacious faith that doesn’t let go until it comes to pass.

We are living in a dire climate.  Black, blue, white – this is a crazy time.

Hypocrisy is everywhere.  

One is crying out for democracy but will verbally abuse, beat up and even light on fire someone with a different view.  

Police who are to keep law and order violating that law and order and abusing their power.

A government who again and again does not heed the will of the people and at times seem to be more concerned about property damage than damage to people.

We need extraordinary faith at this time.  We need to live out the Beatitudes.

What can we do?

· Social media – please don’t post one-sided videos that stir up hatred.

· Don’t be racists. 

· Turn the other cheek, forgive, and pray for your enemies.

· Wake up early and clean up the streets.

· Fast and pray.  
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