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Wow another decade has passed.  I moved into my 50’s and when the next decade is done I will have moved into my 60’s and two daughters who will have graduated university, another daughter in uni, and a son in high school.  Maybe even a daughter married?  Elyse will be 24. 

New Year's Resolutions

Here are some New Year's Resolutions that we can keep:

1. Gain weight. At least 20 pounds.

2. Stop exercising. Waste of time.

3. Read less. Makes you think.

4. Watch more TV. You've been missing some good stuff.

5. Procrastinate more. Starting tomorrow.

6. Stop bringing lunch from home: You should eat out more.

7. Get more toys.

8. Get further in debt.

9. Focus on the faults of others.

Which would you consider to be the age of greatest happiness? Childhood? Your 20’s? Actually it's old age.

A 1998 Fordham University survey confirms findings first reported by Gail

Sheehy, author of Pathfinders. Both show that men generally are happiest in their middle sixties, and women during their seventies.

And the unhappiest time? That's the early fifties for men and late forties for women.

Our theme for 2020 is God is a God of order. 1 Corinthians 14:33.

20 – Caph – palm of the hand and palm tree.

The Hebrew word which is used in a variety of senses (see HAND; PAW) is usually translated "hand" in English Versions of the Bible, but the translation "palm" is found in 5 passages of the Old Testament, in 3 of which the Hebrew text adds the word yadh ("hand," 1 Samuel 5:4; 2 Kings 9:35; Daniel 10:10). 

It would properly mean the "hollow hand" (root kaphaph, "to bend," "to curve"), which receives or grasps things. It is therefore used in reference to filling the priest's hands with sacrificial portions (Leviticus 14:15, 26). 
In a beautiful metaphor God answers the repentant people of Jerusalem, who thought Yahweh had forgotten and forsaken them: 

Isaiah 49:16

Behold, I have inscribed you on the palms of My hands; 

Daniel is touched upon the palms of his hands to wake him from sleep (Daniel 10:10).
The key concept about the Palm is covering. In English, we have similar words with the root CP. think: CaP, CuP, CoPPola, CaPital.  Things that cover us.

Even though palm tree is translated as Tamar, not related to caph, it’s called a palm tree because of the curvy fonds of the leaves which are related to caph.

Hebrew words for what covers Noah’s Ark and the mercy seat, Ark of the covenant. They both have roots related to caph. The meaning being, God ‘covers’ us.

2020 is the year of God’s double covering and blessing.  Double portion.

Matthew 16:1-3

And the Pharisees and Sadducees came up, and testing Him asked Him to show them a sign from heaven.  But He answered and said to them, "When it is evening, you say, ‘It will be fair weather, for the sky is red.’  And in the morning, ‘There will be a storm today, for the sky is red and threatening.’ Do you know how to discern the appearance of the sky, but cannot discern the signs of the times?
At every new year the experts try to determine what will happen in the forthcoming months: politically, economically, and socially. The tabloids take it a step further. They consult astrologers and psychics who predict the future for the new year. Christians know that the future is not seen in the stars, or in the subconscious minds of so-called psychics. Humanly speaking, even the brightest and best minds cannot predict what 2020 holds for us. 

But spiritually speaking, we should be wise to our immediate future. In Matthew 16, Jesus chides the Pharisees and Sadducees for not discerning the times in which they lived. They were better at weather prediction than Bible study.

Likewise, many Christians today live in ignorance of God's mighty workings.

What are some things we can anticipate God doing in 2020 and even the new decade? Are there any clear-cut answers in the Scripture? Where will we be this time next year?

1. Anticipating God's Grace - He Will Save!

Some Christians seem to think that God is going out of business!

The following verses are still in the Bible:

1 Timothy 1:15

It is a trustworthy statement, deserving full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, among whom I am foremost of all.

2 Peter 3:9

The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance.

We have not passed unknowingly into a new dispensation in which God has ceased saving by grace through faith. He is still convicting! He is still drawing!  He is still saving! 

In the parable of the great supper, the servant reported back to his lord, "Lord, it is done as you have commanded, and yet there is room." The negative thinking Christian can think of a hundred reasons why few are being saved today. But God would have us anticipate His grace in 2020. There is yet room in the House of God! There is yet room in the Family of God! There is yet room at the feet of Jesus!

2. Anticipating God's Goodness - He Will Bless!

In John 11, Lazarus was seriously sick. Mary and Martha, in verse three, send for Jesus. They knew the nature of Christ. They knew that He loved Lazarus and wanted the best for him. We focus on Martha's unbelief as Christ confronts her after Lazarus' death. But what of her great statement: "Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not have died."  She anticipated the goodness of God. She anticipated a blessing. Certainly, the passage teaches us that God is in control even when we may not understand His purposes. But we should anticipate the spiritual blessings that God promised us in the Scriptures.

Ephesians 1:3

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ

Romans 8:31-32

What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who is against us? He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how will He not also with Him freely give us all things?

Blessing – Two unbiblical views on blessing in the church:

One sees God as a giant vending machine dispensing big bank accounts and BMW's. If you want blessing, then you have to put money in. The more you give, the more you get. The more money you want, the more money you put in - to their ministries.

On the other end of the spectrum, which is as unbiblical, is the idea that blessings are the natural result of hard work. In this view, the more diligently you apply yourself, the better you do, the more favor you'll earn from God. This view is very attractive to high achievers but at odds with the Bible.

Revelation 21:6

Then He said to me, "It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give to the one who thirsts from the spring of the water of life without cost.

If you thirst for God's favor, you can have it for free. No donations, no hard work. All God is looking for is a hunger and thirst for Him.

3. Anticipating God's Guidance - He Will Lead!

So many people today don't know what to do or where to turn.  Christians, too, seem to have trouble finding their way. This should not be true. The believer has One who leads him.  

Psalm 23:2-3

He makes me lie down in green pastures: He leads me beside quiet waters. He restores my soul: He guides me in the paths of righteousness for His name's sake.

Psalm 48:14

For such is God, Our God forever and ever; He will guide us until death.

John 16:13

But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come.

He led Moses to the back side of the desert and then to confront the Pharoah.

He led Joshua, Gideon, Samuel, David, & Daniel. He will lead us as well.

4. Anticipating God's Genius - He Will Speak!

Young Samuel heard the voice of God in the house of Eli the priest, but was not anticipating it. He misread the voice and thought it came from Eli. Eli aware that God was speaking to him and afterward he said, "Speak Lord, for thy servant is listening."

God will speak to us in 2020.

He speaks through the preaching of His Word, if we have ears to hear.

He speaks through personal Bible study, if we enter into it seeking His voice.

He speaks through that still, small voice in our hearts.

1 Corinthians 2:16

For who has known the mind of the Lord, that he will instruct Him?  But we have the mind of Christ.

James 1:5

But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all generously and without reproach, and it will be given to him.

Conclusion: We don't need to read behind the experts in the fields of economics, culture, or politics to know what 2020 holds. We don't need to consult the psychics and astrologers either. The child of God needs only to consult his Bible and be available to the call of God on His life. May we be that kind of servant in 2020!

Let's spend some time and reflect on 2019 and thank Him and then anticipate 2020.

Let God put a vision inside of us tonight.

Personal, Family, Church, Work

Proverbs 29:18

Where there is no vision, the people perish.
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