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John 1
In the beginning bookends the first 2 verses.  Word occurs 3 times as does God – they are the same.  It also happens to be the Hebrew title for the book of Genesis.  John is establishing the OT context and the basis of using the word, Logos.  

The word logos came to have associations with a heresy that would become Gnosticism.  The early form was known as Docetism (dokeo, to seem).  In verse 14, John fires the first blow, “the word became flesh.”  But that’s not why he uses the word.

In Ephesus, when an Ephesian hears the word they would have immediately thought of Heraclitus, the 6th century philosopher.  His father Bloson had been king of Ephesus.  He developed his own unique concept he called logos.  His was a complicated concept that represented fire, war, a world principle, even a universal law.  But that is not why he uses the word.

John is not using the Greek logos but the OT Hebrew dabar.  Dabar means both word and deed.  When God says something it happens.  For example saying, “let there be light” is how God created light.  John uses this concept throughout the book:

4:50 – “your son will live” heals the royal official’s son.

5:11 – “walk” causes the lame man to rise.
9:7 – “go and wash in the pool of Siloam” opens the eyes of the blind man.

11:43 – “come out” raises Lazarus from the dead.

It is through the Word, the Dabar of God that all creation happens.

Psalm 33:6 – By the word of the Lord the heavens were made,

The conviction that Jesus was the creative power of God is central to Paul’s understanding of who Jesus was (Col 1:15-18; Heb 1:2; Rev 19:13).

John does not derive his understanding of logos from Docetism or Hellenistic philosophy but from the OT.

John uses two words to capture the Jesus he had known – light and life.  He is the source of eternal life (3:15, 36; 4:14; 5:21, 24, 26; 6:33, 40; 17:2), life (11:25; 14:6), bread of life (6:35, 48), light of the world (8:12; 9:5; 12:46), and light of men (1:4).
Verse 5 which is the closing of John’s first sermon encapsulates the struggle of his gospel.  Jesus will shine stubbornly, faithfully, and obediently.  He will shine in the darkness of the 1st century world.  That world will try to kill the light that Jesus is but that darkness will fail.  

Good news for today.  Dark forces continue to extinguish the light but it is destined to fail as well.

John the Baptist, Jesus’ cousin is in every gospel as the forerunner.  He is the witness/martyr – martyrion.  Jesus will enter into ministry into a firestorm created by His cousin.  Not all of it was bad.  John also brought into the world, renewed faith.  As a result of this many people thought John was the light but he was not.  John’s gospel lays out the multitude of denials by John the Baptist – prophet, light, Messiah.  Sadly to this day there is a small sect that worships John as the Messiah, the Mandaeans.
John will present Jesus as the teacher that no one was ever quite able to understand.  

· Though the light shines, it was not comprehended.

· Though the world was created by Him, but it did not know Him.

· Though He came to His own, His own did not receive Him.

But to those who do receive and believe they will become God’s own children.

He is full of grace and truth.  Grace – charis takes us back to the Hebrew word hesed.

Truth is now more than a right answer but a Person.  Knowing the truth will no longer mean knowing the answers but only knowing Jesus.

John was born about 9 months before Jesus but shouting that Jesus existed before him.  It’s an echo back to verse 1 and again another denial from John.

The Law or dabarim, words, came through Moses.  The law was good and perfect the gift of God to His people but something unimaginably better was given by the same God – Jesus who is grace and truth.

Messiah, Elijah, the Prophet.  A messiah would threaten the power hold the Sadducees had.  Elijah was prophesied to come before the messiah in Malachi 4.  Jesus made it clear in both Matthew and Mark that John came in the spirit of Elijah.  The Prophet was the prophecy in Deut 18 that a prophet like Moses would come.  
The confusion surrounding baptism arises.  Gentile converts into Judaism were baptized but Jews were not.  They were into ritual cleansing but John was offering a one-time ritual baptism of repentance.  In John 3:25 a Jew argues with John’s disciples over the issue of ceremonial washing.  John responds he is baptizing with water but among you stands – could Jesus be there?  He appears the next day.  John offers a humble confession.

As the rabbinic movement is gaining momentum some of the leaders became concerned that some students were becoming a bit too worshipful of their teachers.  So a mandate was issued:  All services which a slave does for his master will a pupil do for his teacher, except the undoing of his shoes.  John is not worthy to be either the slave or pupil of the One who is coming.  Fast forward into the future – the humility of the One who is coming will do even more than untie the sandals, He will wash their feet!

Passover is near as John proclaims Jesus as the lamb of God.  This is the Passover lamb of Exodus 12.  God Himself is going to provide the sacrifice.  

The motif of misunderstanding continues as John finally understands who his cousin is when he sees the Spirit remaining upon Him.  

The next day Andrew and John after hearing John’s endorsement again are asked a remarkable question by Jesus, “what do you want?”
He finally meets Peter and gazes (emblepo) upon him.  Imagine Jesus staring at the person who will become His closest friend.  Speaking in the present tense He says, “you are Simon” then shifts into future tense, “You will be called Cephas” which John translates for us as Peter or better Rock.  This is significant because Jesus is speaking of a future moment when Simon will earn his nickname by confessing Jesus as the Christ.  At that future moment Jesus will proclaim in the present tense, “You are Peter.”  What John is telling us is that Jesus knows what’s in a person’s heart without having to be told.  Rev 2:17 says we will each receive a white stone with a new name written on it.  It has been said that the name will perfectly describe who we truly are.
Previously Jesus is responding to questions but now He is deliberate.  He purposed to go forth and He found Philip which means He was looking for him.  He doesn’t invite Philip but commands him to follow Him.  Nathanael a Galilean comments about another Galilean which is a sign of their times.  Note Jesus’ graceful comment – true Israelite in whom there is no guile, in comparison to his negative comment.  See Jesus knows what’s in his heart.  

Jesus offers an ordinary statement – saw you sitting under a fig tree but produces an extraordinary outburst of faith – “Rabbi, You are the son of God, You are the King of Israel.”

Why?  Perhaps the fig tree can give us a clue.  The fig tree is a symbol of Israel and eventually came to be used as a place of prayer.  Nathanael was probably praying when Jesus saw him.  The Pharisees had reawakened the hope of the return of the Messiah to the extent that asking for His return was considered a necessary part of every prayer so Nathanael was probably praying for the Messiah when Philip interrupted him.  
Nathanael was a man without deceit but in the OT Jacob was the man of deceit and he had a dream of a ladder where angels were going up and down from heaven.  Jesus is implying that what Jacob could only dream about Nathanael and others would actually see one day – Jesus is Jacob’s dream come true!
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