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Background

M,M,L display a strong dependence on Law and Prophets.  Together quote the Law 70 times and Prophets 74 times.
Wisdom books – no.  Matt 7, Mark 8, Luke 7.

Law, Prophets, Writings established in AD 90 by the Pharisees in the Council of Jamnia.  

Judaism of Jesus’ day was divided.  

· Priests and Levites – established by Law of Moses.  

· Sadducees – powerful party that had purchased control from Romans (not mentioned in John).

· Herodians – possibly the Essenes.

· Zealots and Sicarii – wants to overthrow the Romans.

· Pharisees – separated ones.  Established the Rabbis
After destruction of Temple only Pharisees were left.  No temple so no need for priests and Sadducees as the temple was their power base.  Romans killed the Essenes.
John bases his gospel on the wisdom books.  Quotes it 27 times.  To John Jesus was the wisdom of God!  But John also portrays the inadequacy of wisdom.  Job, Psalms, Ecclesiastes are all filled with unanswerable questions.  Proverbs is good but John doesn’t quote it once.  
The inadequacy of wisdom is the fundamental theme of John’s gospel.  Jesus is the truth and He alone is the answer eloquently stated in the “I am” passages unique to John.

Each time Jesus reveals Himself in John He is phenomenally misunderstood.  

Nicodemus, woman at the well.

The motif of misunderstanding presents Jesus not as the great Teacher but the misunderstood Messiah.  Jesus will become increasingly lonely until the climax when He is on the cross all alone.  

The book of Deut also stands out particularly the passages regarding the Sent One – shaliach.  

Jesus’ relationship with God is understood as a relationship with the Father – 107 times.  Intimacy and often gets Him in trouble.  In Judaism to be the Son of God is to make yourself equal with God.

A prophet like Moses – He will only say the things God told Him and He would be the sent One.
John 2

Maybe it was John’s wedding since his aunt Mary took a special interest in the running out of wine.  Maybe it was Nathanael’s wedding since he is from Cana.  He could have been praying about his wedding under the fig tree.  

Mary asks Jesus and His answer is no but then immediately Mary tells the servants to do whatever He tells them to do.  Best advice ever!  Whatever He tells you, do it!

6 water jars used for ritual cleansing.  180 gallons – 900 bottles of fine wine.

First miracle but so unspectacular.  John says this is how Jesus revealed His glory - no one notices but the servants.  This will begin a pattern.

· Ch 4 He will heal the official’s son in absentia.

· Ch 5 He will cause the lame to walk and the man doesn’t even know His name.

· Ch 6 He will feed 5k by simply blessing the meal.

· Ch 6 He walks on water intending to walk past them.
· Ch 9 He will heal the blind man in absentia

John’s telling of the miracle would also speak to the Ephesian readers.  Dionysius was a god where there were stories of him turning water into wine.  Dionysius was a myth.  Jesus was flesh and blood and had real power, not myth.

Wine was a sign of Messianic times.  

Another unique story to John (92% unique).  From Cana they move to Capernaum.  This is His base while in Galilee.  The Pharisee’s oral law mandated that everyone within a prescribed distance to Jerusalem had to physically come for the 3 great feasts – Pentecost, Tabernacles, and Passover.  Population would go from 250k to over 1m.  
The marketplace for the Temple, referred to as the Bazaar of Annas was normally set up on the Mount of Olives but now sitting in the Court of the Gentiles.  

Coins – Tyrian shekel, highest silver content and closest to value to Hebrew shekel.

Doves – sacrifice provided for the poor.  Strongest response is to the dove sellers.  Jesus quotes Zech 14:21.

The Jewish leaders do not ask why Jesus tore up their marketplace, they only ask for a sign to prove He had the authority to do it.  His response is again met with misunderstanding.  Having zeal for the Father’s house and now destroying the Temple.  It may be impossible for us to imagine how precious the temple was to the Jews in Jesus’ day.  

Talmud


He who has not seen the Temple of Herod has never seen a beautiful building.

35-acre complex.  Would have been one of the 7 wonders if it existed when Herodotus made his list.  John’s Ephesian readers would have understood having their Temple of Artemis – one of 7 wonders.
Jesus was obviously talking about the crucifixion and His body but He was again misunderstood.  
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