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John 3

Nicodemus is very wealthy and powerful, maybe even one of the richest men in Jerusalem.  He is a member of the Sanhedrin – Supreme Court and a Pharisee.
Pharisees get a bad name in the NT but not all were like that.  Nicodemus is an example – an earnest seeker of truth who loved God and the Torah.  His name is a Greek name meaning victorious people and probably speaks of the hopes of his parents.  It is said that Nicodemus came to Jesus at night because he was embarrassed but that can’t be the case – rabbis reserved evening hours for biblical discussion and in John 19 he along with Joseph ask for the body of Jesus thereby identifying himself with a known criminal – that doesn’t sound like a coward.  

He seems to be speaking on behalf of the Sanhedrin as he says we.  Nicodemus wanted to talk about what Jesus had been doing – miracles.  Jesus only wants to talk about what God is doing – giving birth to sons and daughters in the kingdom.  This is so important Jesus adds the “truly, truly” before the statement.

Only time the phrase born again was used in Judaism it referred to Gentiles who became full proselytes.  

One rabbi argued that a man born again could marry his own mother since he was now a totally different person.

Again a misunderstanding.  For Jesus, birth happens only through water and the Spirit.  Water is important for John.  20x in John – more than all gospels combined.

· Has healing associations – 5:2; 9:7

· Divine associations – 6:19

· First miracle – 2:7

· Only John mentions water coming from Jesus’ side at crucifixion – 19:34

Water is connected to the identity of Jesus and the promise of new life through the Spirit.  A person must be born of water that is the Spirit.  
You in v. 7 is plural.  You in v. 10 is singular.  Nicodemus a teacher should have known.  Ezekiel 36:26


Moreover, I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; and I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh.

Greek – pneuma means both Spirit and wind.

Hebrew – ruah means same.

Jesus tells them a story they would have known very well from Numbers 21:4-9:
People grumbled about manna so snakes were brought into the camp.  Many died and when they repented Moses was led by God to make an image of a snake on a pole and anyone who looked at it would be healed – sign of Jesus on the cross.  Lifted up and stretched out were common metaphors for crucifixion.  

In Ephesus there was a temple of Asclepius, their god of healing.  He also had a pole with a snake.  A prescription usually involving going to the bathhouse was prescribed – again water and healing.  The power for true healing was being reclaimed exclusively by Jesus.

V. 16 – most often quoted verse.  The bite of the serpent will lose its power when we look to Jesus lifted up on the cross.  God did not send the Son to condemn the world – an often repeated idea (5:22; 8:15; 12:47).
Jerusalem is over.  A discussion about ritual purification arises.  The call John a rabbi so he gives a parable.  John in the best man – shoshbin.  The best man had one task – to guard the bride until the bridegroom returned from the wedding feast.  Kidnapping brides was very common. After delivering her safely to the bridal chamber it was his responsibility to wait outside in the dark keeping watch.  Since he was close to the groom he would recognize his voice and let him in.  When groom came he would go away rejoicing.  It is the joy of the man who has witnessed his best friend finally finding the woman he loves.  John says it’s his joy now.  He must depart and leave the groom (Jesus) with his bride (disciples/crowd).  
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