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Chapter 4

In the first few verses we see Jesus’ heart and motivation.  The Pharisees recognize Jesus is more popular than John.  Jesus is not competitive and neither is John but Jesus leaves Judea because He does not want to give His opponents any reason to cause friction between John’s disciples and His.

It’s been said that Jesus’ willingness to pass through the despised region of Samaria was because of His compassion – no.  Josephus tells us that Galileans routinely passed through Samaria.  The reason is lack of understanding of Galilean Jews.

· Celebrated Passover on Thurs night not Friday.

· Consumed meat and milk products at same time – Judeans would not do that.

· Olive oil from Galilee was considered unclean.

· Were not permitted to perform the public readings of Scripture in Judean synagogues.

Judean Jews looked down on Galilean Jews because their observances were more lax.

The well at Sychar was well known (Gen 29; 33; 48:22; Josh 24:32).  

She goes to well at noon.  Everyone goes in the morning to get water for the day.

She is offended at Jesus’ request.  Jews and Samaritans have been at odds with one another for centuries.

Rabbi Eliezer, a contemporary of Jesus

He that eats the bread of the Samaritans is like the one who eats the flesh of swine.
Even though Jesus is still thirsty He offers her living water – and she didn’t even give Him any water.

This woman is a wounded, hurting lady.  Probably very beautiful.  Her main issue is she is barren.  She has had five husbands.  The Rabbis declared that 3 was the limit.  Now she is living with a man who does not love her enough to be her wife.  

She is drawing near but still defensive and wounded.  Jesus offers just like He did to Nicodemus a new orthodoxy.  The Spirit is not bound to one location and truth is not limited to one group of people.

V. 25 Messiah is coming and He will declare all things to us.  Samaritan name for the Messiah was Taheb – the Revealer.  She expresses the unique Samaritan hope of a Christ who will come and reveal or explain everything.

Disciples come back not surprised that He is talking to a Samaritan – remember they are mostly Galileans, but He is speaking to a woman.  Possibly a greater divide in Jesus’ day than Jews and Samaritans.  Married Jewish men did not speak to their wives in public.

Rabbinic opinion


Better that the Law be burned then delivered to a woman.

Jesus is speaking against a system that dehumanizes women just because she can’t have a baby.

After having received this living water she goes into town and shares with the people she was probably hurt by.

Jesus pushes the food aside – obeying and doing the will of His Father has fed Him.

Notice Jesus is just excited about the harvest as the woman is who just got harvested.

The Synoptics show Jesus being rejected by the Samaritans (Luke 9:51-56).  John tells the untold story.

Royal official runs 20 miles to plead with Jesus.  Another unmiraculous miracle.  Again Jesus speaks, “Go, your son will live.”  Story of faith of the father.  He goes from desperation to belief.  The miracle is that he took Jesus at His word without any proof.  He believed before He saw.  His whole household gets saved.  Again the bountiful harvest Jesus was talking to His disciples about.
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