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John 5

Jesus is back in Jerusalem for one of the feasts.  He is at the pool of Bethesda.  Unlike the pool at Siloam, which was small and shallow, it was the size of a football field and 20ft deep.  Today it’s called the pool of St. Anne but there is no pool there now.
Jesus encounters the man with excuses.  He had been lame for 38 years.  Jesus asks a seemingly insensitive question, “do you wish to get well?”  If Jesus asked it then it must be important and not insensitive.  The man responds by making an excuse.  

Most often what stands between us and Jesus is a lame excuse.  For this man, his disability became his identity.  

Jesus recognizes there is no point in arguing with this man and simply commands him to arise.  Some have taught that a person must have faith to be healed but here is an instance of a man who gets healed and he doesn’t even know who he is talking to.

Unfortunately this happened on the Sabbath so we know Jesus is in trouble.  He breaks the oral law of the Pharisees who outlined 39 different classes of forbidden work.  E.g. elevators on Sabbath – don’t start a fire.

By commanding the man to pick up and carry his mat Jesus had violated on of the most basic oral laws.  

Pharisees confront the man and he makes another excuse, “the man who made me well told me to do it.”  Another unmiraculous miracle.  We should expect to find the miracle behind the miracle then – v. 14 Jesus found him which implies Jesus was looking for him.  Didn’t just want to heal him but give him life.  Unfortunately the man doesn’t choose the life and goes to the Pharisees and rats on Jesus.  This choice will lead to persecution that will lead to death.  

One of the ironies of John’s gospel is the presence of people who demand miracles but are unable to accept them when they occur.  Jesus healed a man lame for 38 years and all the Jews saw was an infraction of one of their rules which is the backstory to the first real discourse with the Pharisees.

Notice Jesus uses the word, “work” twice to start the discourse because that is what He is guilty of on the Sabbath.  The rabbis conceded that the Father still performed two kinds of work even on the Sabbath – He judged and He created life.  Jesus contends He is doing the same thing – judging (v. 22) and giving life.  The key theme of this discourse is Jesus’ subordination to the Father who sent Him.  

V. 24 truly, truly – promise that those who hear Him will not be judged and have eternal life.  These are the two works of God that Jesus will continue to carry out even on the Sabbath.  Pattern – hearing, being raised and saved from condemnation.  

Jesus says His testimony is not valid to the Pharisees.  It’s true but not valid to them.

Pharisees referred to themselves as the sons of Moses but Moses will condemn them.
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