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John 8

The passage of the woman caught in adultery is one of the most problematic passages in the Gospels.  

· Many of the older manuscripts don’t contain it.  

· The church fathers never referred to it.  

· The word scribe is only used here by John – possibly a different author.
· Interrupts the flow.

Most widely held explanation is the story was cut from the earliest copies of John because Jesus seems to be condoning adultery.  Later it was restored.

Most likely still the Feast of Tabernacles.  Jesus is being set up – the adulterous man is not brought.  They say Moses commanded to stone such woman.  Actually the passage does not specify how someone is to be executed (Lev 20:10). 

John whispers to us that it is a trap.  If He says yes to the stoning then He would be breaking Roman law.  The power of life and death had been stripped from the Jews by the Romans.  They could only execute a Gentile found in the inner court of the Temple.  If He said no, then He would be breaking the law of Moses.  Jesus is stuck.  So He starts writing on the ground.  He is not scribbling.  The Greek word (kategraphen) literally means He is writing down something.  Many guesses.

He could possibly writing down the names of the men who have also committed adultery.  This idea comes from Jeremiah 17:13:


O Lord, the hope of Israel, all who forsake You will be put to shame.  Those who turn away on earth will be written down, because they have forsaken the fountain of living water, even the Lord.
All those who turn away from God will have their names written down in the dust.  Also says this is because they have turned away from the living water – a nod to John 7:37.

Another theory says He was writing down a list of sins that the accusers were guilty of.  In any case we don’t know and John doesn’t think it’s important for us to know.

Pharisees are not happy with His no response so Jesus so He tells them “whoever is without sin to cast the first stone.”  Older ones leave first.  Why?  Have no idea.  Only one who remains is Jesus who can actually cast the stone but instead offers mercy which she actually never asks for.  “Neither do I condemn you, go and sin no more” – such a beautiful response.  He did not come to judge the world but save it.  He has taken our punishment standing between us and the stones like He stood between the woman and her punishment.

The remainder of the chapter is a continued discussion of the nature of Jesus’ deity, His relationship to the Father, and 3 promises.  His reference to light probably means it’s the last day of Tabernacles.  On the last day the illumination of the Temple was celebrated.  The Torah is removed and replaced with a candle with a prayer offered:
Oh Lord of the universe, Thou commanded us to light the lamps to Thee, yet Thou art the light of the world.

Jesus is connecting the image to light like water in previous passage since light was another name for the Messiah (Is 9:1-2, 42:6, 49:6; Mal 4:2).  Jesus will further this idea by opening the eyes of the blind man in ch.9.  

First promise – those who walk in the light will never walk in darkness.

The discourse continues with Jesus making the pronouncement that His testimony true because of the Father.  Remember they wanted to kill Him because He referred to God as His father in 5:18.  They ask, “Who is Your Father?”  

Again the motif of misunderstanding persists.  The Jews wonder if He is going to kill Himself.

The Pharisees have seemed to have left and now Jesus is with a group that is moving towards belief.  The crowd asks the million-dollar question, “Who are you?”  John whispers that the people don’t understand.  Jesus is not trying to be obscure but He understands that belief based on exhaustive explanation is as thin as belief based on signs.  It’s not about accepting logical propositions but the Father and Spirit drawing the heart and mind to Himself.  Some come to faith!

2nd promise will be given to new followers – they will be set free which leads to a discussion of sin and our slavery to it – a central theme for Paul (1 Cor 7:21, 9:19; Gal 1:10).  Children of Abraham were slaves in Egypt.  The people were once again wrong.  Jesus tells them who their father really is – not the God of Abraham.  In v.41 they insinuate that Jesus is illegitimate.  They cannot comprehend what He is saying because they have a different father, the devil.  Jesus teaches them the fundamental understanding of the devil – He is a murderer and a liar.  

They call Him a Samaritan – synonym for heretic, and possessed by a demon.  They have just committed according to Mark 3:28-30 the unforgiveable sin – attributing the work of Jesus to demons.

And now the final promise – those who keep His word will never see death.  This enrages the crowd as they reason He is claiming to be more than Abraham and the prophets since they all died.  Abraham rejoiced.
Christophany in OT.  Angel appeared to many OT people and spoke in first person.

· Gen 16 angel shows Hagar a spring of living water that saves her and her son.

· Gen 22 angel says to Abraham, “you have not withheld your son, your only son from Me.”

· Gen 32 Jacob wrestles with an angel and says I have seen God face to face.

· Ex 3 angel appears in flame of bush and says “I am the God of your father.”

· Judges 13 angels appears to Manoah the father of Samson and then proclaims to his wife, “we are doomed to die, we have seen God.”

Abraham saw His day in person.

Again leads to misunderstanding, “You are not even 50.”  Jesus responds “I AM.”  Whatever Jesus means by that the people understand and want to kill Him.

1.  The one who follows Him will never walk in darkness.  2. The truth will set them free.  3.  They will never see death.
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