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John 9

This story is one of the best examples of John’s tendency to focus at length on Jesus’ interaction with one person.  Entire chapter is dedicated to this nameless young man and gives us a good backdrop to discuss the relationship between sickness and sin.
John prepares this miracle with Jesus’ announcement that He is the light of the world.  Disciples ask a very rabbinic question – what is the source of this man’s disability – his sin or his parent’s?  They lived in a time where sin = sickness.  The only question was whose sin?
There is a connection with sin and sickness but its not that simple.  There is innocent suffering.  Jesus’ response is they are opportunities for God’s glory to be revealed.  

Jesus heals the man in a peculiar way.  Spits, makes mud, places on his eyes and sends him to wash in the pool of Siloam – another miracle in absentia.  Possible reasons:

· Spittle was often used for healing in 1st C.  Seutonius of Vespasian.

· Jesus could be reenacting creation for God made man out of dust.

Look closely and you will see the reason – the Pharisees forbade spitting on the Sabbath.  Spit might run downhill and make mud, which is work.  When the Pharisees question the man they are concerned with the mud and who made it.
Totally miss the miracle and focused on the violation of their rules.

The man is obedient – he goes and washes.  Very different than the lame man.  Unlike the lame man he has learned Jesus’ name.  They ask, he tells.  Key to story is he has actually never seen Jesus.  

As typical in John’s gospel which is fairly favorable to the Pharisees they are divided.  Some believe He is not from God while others argue that He must be.  

The man calls Jesus a man in v.11 then a prophet in v.17.  

They are getting nowhere so they call in his parents who want nothing to do with this and are directed to go back to their son.  

V.22 John whispers the motivations of the Pharisees that a formal ban has been placed on anyone who associates with Jesus that they will be put out of the synagogue.  Not just out of the building but out of Jewish life.  The Ephesian readers would really tune into this because they are also being threatened of being banned.

V.24 the Pharisees charge the man with an oath, “Give glory to God” which means tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth.  They have concluded that Jesus is a sinner and is pressuring the man to conform but the man does not.
As he retells the story for the 3rd time it gets so simple – “I was blind, but now I see.”

Speaking like a Pharisee he reasons that God does not listen to sinners so He must be sent by God!  Outraged the Pharisees kick him out.  This means his friends and parents must now have nothing to do with him.  He can’t even buy food from a Jewish person.

Jesus finds this man and asks him if he believes in the Son of Man?  He responds with such childlikeness, “If you tell me, I will believe.”  And Jesus responds, “You are seeing Him.”  Remember he has never seen Jesus.  The man calls Him “Lord” and starts to worship Him.  

Jesus concludes that He came into the world for judgment – not that He came to judge and condemn the world but as light which by its very presence reveals.  Pharisees overhearing ask if they are also blind.

When a blind man insists he can see, he places himself outside the possibility of ever being healed. 
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