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Romans 12:6-8

Since we have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, each of us is to exercise them accordingly: if prophecy, according to the proportion of his faith; if service, in his serving; or he who teaches, in his teaching; or he who exhorts, in his exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness.
After having gone through the word gifts and sign gifts we now move to the 3rd designation – helps or love gifts.
Today I want to talk about the gift of mercy.  

In general, Christians should be tenderhearted and compassionate to those who are in need around them.  But God endows some Christians in a special way to sense and seek out and help those in need.  They are joyful when they are doing this.  
Someone is in the hospital, obviously hurt and in need, the person with the gift of mercy is excited and cheerful going – not thinking, “Should I go? There are a lot of sick people in the hospital, I am pretty busy, and it’s not that serious, they’re not in ICU.”
Apostle Paul points us to the attitude that should exist in a person who operates in this gift – cheerfulness.

Definition

The gift of mercy refers to the capacity to both feel sympathy for those in need (especially the suffering) and to manifest this sympathy in some practical helpful way with a cheerful spirit so as to encourage those in need.
C. Peter Wagner

The gift of mercy is the special ability God gives to certain members of the body of Christ to feel genuine empathy and compassion for individuals, both Christian and non-Christian, who suffer distressing physical, mental, or emotional problems, and to translate that compassion into cheerfully done deeds that reflect Christ’s love and alleviate the suffering.
People who use this gift are trying to practically express the love of God to people who are in need and to help alleviate problems of social concern as a part of the church’s responsibility to society.

Signs you may have the gift of mercy:

1. Tears come easily as you hear or see things that sadden you.

2. Most people think of you as having a very empathetic personality.

3. You want to reach out and help people who are suffering.

4. You are unusually sensitive to hurting people.

5. People in need like to have you around because you cheer them up.

6. You have an unusual desire to express your love to helpless people.

7. When confronted by hurting people, your first thought is how can I help them.

Examples in the Bible

Acts 9:36
Now in Joppa there was a certain disciple named Tabitha (which translated in Greek is called Dorcas); this woman was abounding with deeds of kindness and charity, which she continually did.

Dorcas, which means gazelle, had the gift of mercy and was well known in the NT church for her deeds.

I would say Jesus operated in the gift of mercy when He saw crowds and minister to and fed them despite His fatigue and hunger.  He basically operated in all the gifts.

Personal Example

Usually the gift of mercy works with a gift of healing.  It’s a gift mix.
Tim Storey tells a story of praying for a boy who was drowned.  They got him out of the pool and he felt the mercy of God.  He cried and prayed and the boy was resuscitated.  He had prayed for the sick many times before but it was the sense of the mercy of God.

I believe most people in our outreach teams operate out of this gift.  

I was having some small talk to a SPer asking what they did last night.  It was a cold night so he and his wife walked around town with blankets looking for cold people to give to.  The gift of mercy at work!
Why You Should Want This Gift

This would seem obvious.  There are so many hurting people around us.  We need people in the body of Christ who can simply with their gift cheer people up and help them in so many different ways.

It’s really about being like Jesus.  

The gift of exhortation helps people mainly through words of love, the gift of mercy helps people mainly through deeds of love.

Let’s pray that our body will be filled with people with the gift of mercy!

Solomon's Porch | 1

