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John 10

First part of John 10 is a continuation of the discourse with the Jews concerning the healing of the blind man.  It will end with the crowd being divided again.  

Jesus will try to explain by way of illustration – shepherd, gate.
· Shepherd – Jesus

· Thieves, hired hands – Pharisees

· Doorkeeper – probably John the Baptist

Redeeming quality of the sheep are the fact that they are able to hear the Shepherd’s voice and follow Him and not the voice of the stranger.  Their protection comes from following the Shepherd not the stranger.  Important words to the throng of new followers.  
V.7-11 Jesus introduces a new image of the gate of the sheep which is another metaphor for shepherd.  In Palestine sheep stayed in large circular stone enclosures.  At night the shepherd would lie down in the gap to keep the sheep in and the predators out.  Others before Him were robbers and the sheep refused to listen to them.

V.11-18 Illustration goes deeper as Jesus describes Himself as the Good Shepherd who lays down His life for the sheep.  He has begun to plant seeds of the cross.  Contrasting to the hired hand who doesn’t care about the sheep but only there to make a day’s wages.  He will run away when the wolf comes.

V.16 gives a nod to Gentile inclusion which is not a big theme in John’s gospel.

And concludes with Jesus again planting seeds of the cross.

This illustration of the Good Shepherd is setting up the raising of Lazarus.  The sheep will recognize the voice of the Shepherd and go through the door of his tomb to life!

Two months have passed from Tabernacles to the Feast of Dedication – Hanukkah.  The Jews have had two months to deliberate about Jesus and now ask Him to tell them plainly.  The image of the sheep come back – it is abundantly clear that Jesus is who He said He is from the beginning.  All the signs are there – water into wine, healing of lame man, healing of blind man.  The only ones who are going to get it are the sheep who recognize His voice.  If you fail to recognize its because you are the sheep who do not recognize the voice of the Good Shepherd.  
Again they want to stone Him.  They clearly understand that He is making Himself out to be deity.  Here Jesus refers to the shortest psalm of Asaph – Psalm 82.  The angry crowd has accused Him of claiming to be one with the Father, of claiming to be God.  Jesus says Asaph says we are all gods.  If the ones who were sent the word were considered gods, then how much more the One who is the unique Word of God.  Again they want to stone Him.

In the close of the chapter Jesus is surrounded by a small group of followers.  They represent the sheep He was talking about.  They heard His voice and followed.  Their quality is they believed John the Baptist without seeing any miraculous sign.  This is big.  They were willing to believe without signs!  Pray that we would have that kind of faith! 
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