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John 11

The raising of Lazarus is the climactic miracle of Jesus in John.  This is not the unmiraculous miracle we’ve seen throughout His book.  It will tie in all of his themes and lead Jesus to the cross.
As John introduces Lazarus he assumes we already know Mary and Martha.  John refers to an event that has not yet occurred in his book and assumes we know Mary already.  Perhaps it was because her story was so well known in the Christian community at that time.
Lazarus is another “beloved” disciple.  When Jesus hears the bad news He offers up the same point of view he had in 9:3 – it was for God’s glory.  Sickness, disease, and even death have lost their power.
1 Corinthians 15:55-57

“O death, where is your victory?  O death where is your sting?”  The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law; but thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

V.5 John whispers to us again and explains Jesus’ unorthodox response to his sickness.  Jesus really loved Mary, Martha, and Lazarus yet stays two more days.

Many times we want God to act immediately.  Sometimes He delays.  The story of Lazarus reminds us that there is always a reason.

In Christ, death is just a nap that we will all awaken from.  Jesus will consistently view death as sleep.  Mark 5:39 – Jairus’ daughter.  The early church community would adopt Jesus’ unique point of view – Acts 7:60, Stephen fell asleep.

The disciples misunderstand of course because to them sleep meant the fever had broke and Lazarus will get better.  Jesus tells them plainly, “He is dead!”

Jesus tells His disciples something that seems harsh, like waiting two extra days – Jesus is glad He is not there to help.  He is glad not for His friend’s death but for the opportunity it presents for His disciple’s to believe.  Their belief is literally more important than life and death.

Notice the difference in the way Jesus reacts to Martha and Mary.  Both say the same exact phrase, “If you had been here my brother would not have died.”  Martha somewhat scolding Jesus while saying it and Mary falling at His feet which will be her custom (Matt 28:9; Luke 10:39; John 11:2, 12:3).  Martha gets teaching, Mary gets a response.  Note, Martha responds well to Jesus’ teaching.  The rabbis later taught that those who did not believe in the resurrection would not share in the life to come.  Perhaps Martha had already heard this teaching.  But resurrection is no longer a matter of time and space – it is a Person.  Now Jesus has done it.  He is either the resurrection or He is not.  In what CS Lewis would argue in Mere Christianity – He is either a madman or the Son of God, no middle ground, no gray area.  This is it.
Martha sends word back to Mary that Jesus is asking for her.  Notice she refers to Jesus as the Teacher to Mary (didaskalos).  If you remember from last year’s fast as we went through Luke, Mary was a student of Jesus’ and sat at His feet.  Scandalous in Jesus’ time.
Jesus sees Mary crying and He becomes angry.  Greek says He troubled Himself (embrinaomai) which originally described a horse snorting.  He stirs up His spirit.

I believe He has started doing spiritual warfare.  He is staring death in the face – a death that He will see again in just a few short days.

Jesus wept.  The word used here is edakrysen – only used this one time in the NT.  From word tear, usually depicts silent crying or deep crying.  The weeping of Mary and others is klaio which describes wailing.  Jesus’ weeping is deeper.  Perhaps it is the depth of the pain of the fall.

Before they reach the tomb, a statement from someone in the crowd speaks volumes.  It was an accepted fact that Jesus could heal but no one believed He could raise someone from the dead.  Now, there will be a completely new level of expectation.  In early church after Tabitha passes away, they call Peter (Acts 9:36-43).
Jesus is still stirred up inside.  Asks for the stone to be removed.  Part of 2 step Jewish burial process.  After a year they would retrieve his bones and put it in a box.  Lazarus will not need step 2.  Martha objects and since it has been 4 days it will be pretty smelly.  Jesus insists, they open and He prays.

All miracles are simply answered prayers.  He is confident that when He prays the Father always hears His prayers.  I believe He did it out loud so everyone can hear and believe it too.

In John 10:27 Jesus said His sheep will hear His voice and they will pass through the door to life.  It’s happening.  Jesus speaks and the sheep, Lazarus comes forth.

The miracle causes a response – some believe and others run to the Pharisees.  A private meeting is convened.  John writes about it because either Nicodemus or Joseph tells him what happened.  V.48 is the key to understanding their heart.  They are afraid of the Romans and of losing their place.  The Pharisees referred to the temple as ha makom, literally “The Place.”
We meet the High Priest, Caiaphas.  He was HP from AD 18-36 a very long time especially when the Romans were installing and deposing HPs every few years.  Josephus comments on the arrogance of the high priests and you can hear it in his argument – he tells the most learned men of his day that they know nothing.

They are now willing to break the 6th commandment – You shall not murder (Ex 20:13).

Pharisees would have been divided.  Lazarus’ resurrection was best argument they had against the Sadducees who did not believe in the resurrection and made up most of the Sanhedrin.  But their hatred for Jesus was greater than their desire to demonstrate what they believed about resurrection.
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