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John 12

It’s now been a month since Lazarus was raised from the dead.  Six days before the Passover makes it Friday.  In one day Jesus will enter Jerusalem and the Passion week will begin.  A party was given in honor of Jesus.  Matt and Mark tell us it was at Simon the leper’s house.  He is probably someone that Jesus healed.  There was a leper colony outside of Bethany.  Martha is serving so they may have been related to Simon.  Mary comes in with a very expensive perfume.  It contains nard, a rosy-colored, sweet smelling perfume that comes from a plant which grows in the foothills of the Himalayas.  Probably an heirloom passed down from her mother.  It costs 300 denarii – a year’s wages.  Judas betrays for 30 pieces of silver – 3k.  The perfume worth 30k.  Exchange rate between love and betrayal – 10-1.

Mary is amazing.  Always at Jesus’ feet, worshipping, crying, learning, serving.  She wipes His feet with her hair – an extravagant demonstration of absolute devotion.  

Judas objects but John whispers to us its not because he cares for the poor but because he wanted more money to pilfer from.  

Jesus stands up for Mary – He does this a lot (Luke 10:42).  He reminds them of Deut 15:11 that the poor will always be there but He will not.  The first of two warnings that He will not be with them much longer.  Jesus is not making a statement about population but about opportunity.

Lazarus is also on the Sanhedrin hit list.

Jesus is welcomed into Jerusalem with palm branches from Jericho, the city of palms.  The palm branches was a national symbol of Israel.  They shout Hosanna – Oh, save!  And are calling out the standard Passover greeting, “Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord” only it is focused on Jesus with the added, “Blessed is the King of Israel.”

He rides in on a colt fulfilling Zech 9:9 – a promise that the king would ride a donkey’s colt.  A nod to first coming – to suffer for the sins of the world.  Second coming – on a horse to bring judgment.

At this point the Synoptics tell the story of the 2nd expulsion from the temple.  John omits this story but instead focuses on the result of Jesus’ actions – the coming of the Greeks.  By clearing out the marketplace the Greeks have a place to pray and worship.  Perhaps they are coming to thank Him.  The Greeks came to worship so they are God-fearers – Gentiles who worship the God of Israel but are not full converts to Judaism.  

V.23 a shift occurs.  Before Jesus told them His time had not yet come.  Now the hour has come.  Jesus will say one of the most dynamic, amazing, encouraging statements, “If anyone serves Me, the Father will honor him.”  Wow!

V.27 the anguish finalized at the Garden of Gethsemane has started now.  His soul has become troubled.  A voice interrupts His sorrow.  Some heard thunder, others an angel, and a very few heard God.

Now judgment is on the world.  It is time for the world’s sin to be judged and found guilty.  The penalty of that guilt will be poured on Jesus and the result will be the prince of the world will be driven out.

If He be lifted up – cross, He will draw all men to Himself.

Though He had performed many signs for them they refuse to believe.  Jesus again quotes Isaiah 6:10 (Matt 13:13; Mark 4:12; Luke 8:10; Acts 28:26).  It is often misunderstood that God deliberately blinded the eyes and hearts of the people.  The context is their stubborn disbelief in Isaiah’s time and now.  Paul explains the process in Romans 1:18-32.  After the people continually refuse to believe in spite of God reaching out to them again and again, God gives them over to their blindness and hardened hearts.  

V.44-50 Jesus is summing up.  It’s His last public words.  In the following chapters we will have private teaching and encouragement but this is His last pronouncement of His ministry.  He is light, He is One who refuses to judge even though He has been given that authority and the final – “Therefore the things I speak, I speak just as the Father has told Me.”  The perfect Son!
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