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John 13

In other gospels at this point we should be reading the account of the Last Supper but John omits it and substitutes it with a story of what happens after the Supper.  Luke 22:24 tells us the context of the foot washing – the disciples had been arguing who was the greatest.  Jesus apparently gives up on words and speaks with His actions.  

Remember Galilean Jews celebrated the Passover on Thursday, not Friday so the Judean Jews are anxious to get Jesus on the cross before their Passover meal.

Remember earlier a rabbi could expect all kinds of service to himself except the untying of his shoes.  Jesus, the rabbi, washes the student’s feet.  Incredible act of humility.  

Peter objects, Jesus replies, if you don’t get this, you don’t get Me.  Hear Peter’s words – he is all in, gung ho.  If the foot washing is necessary then he wants full immersion, all the way.

Jesus now does something that He rarely does – He explains Himself.  If the most significant member of the group sets an example of humility and service, they should do the same.  Jesus is speaking in the 3rd person – no servant (them) is greater than his master (Jesus), nor is a messenger (Jesus) greater than the One who sent Him (Father).  Upside-down kingdom.  The Lord will serve and suffer and die for the people.  Greatness in the upside-down kingdom is making oneself small and being a servant.  

Finishes by promising a blessing if they do these things.

Jesus is quoting Psalm 41:9

Even my close friend in whom I trusted, who ate my bread, has lifted up his heel against me.

The image of lifting up the heel in Jewish culture speaks of betrayal and disdain.  To show someone the bottom of your foot is a mark of contempt.

Judas takes the bread out of Jesus’ own hand.  Judas was sitting on the left of Jesus on the other side of John.  In Judaism this was referred as the place of the intimate friend.  There is a possibility that Jesus and Judas were closer than any of the gospels can bring themselves to say.  3 times in this passage Jesus is giving Judas a chance to repent then finally on the last try he eats the bread and Satan entered into him.  And then it was night…an eerie ending to what just happened.

Jesus’ mood seems to shift when Judas leaves.  Jesus calls the 11 little children (teknia).  Only used once in John’s gospel but John will use it 7 times in his first letter and it becomes the title of his followers.

V. 34 Jesus will start His last teaching which will comprise of 4 chapters all centered on the theme of love.  All the previous teachings had to do with what He received from the Father.  Now He is teaching a new commandment of His own. The one defining characteristic of a follower of Jesus is love.
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