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John 14

We now begin the farewell discourse.  At the end of the Ch. 14 they will leave the upper room and for the next 3 chapters Jesus will speak to them on the way to Gethsemane.  Imagine the mood – He announced He will be betrayed, Peter will disown Him 3 times, He is going to a place they cannot come to.  

He begins by saying, “Do not let your heart be troubled;” they are troubled!  So kind, even though they cannot come to the place He is going to He is going to prepare a place for them.  He promises to come back and take them.

Ch 14 has 3 interruptions – Thomas (v.5), Philip (v.8), and Judas (v.22), which will make the outline of Jesus’ talk.  In each time, He is the answer to their question.

Thomas responds to Jesus’ remark that they know the way.  Jesus is the way, the truth and the life.  He had spoken to them in the past that He was the truth (8:32, 1:14, 17) and the life (5:26; 6:35; 11:25) but this is the only time He refers to Himself as the way.  

Philip asks to show the Father in response to Jesus’ remark that they know the Father.  “I am in the Father” is Jesus’ response.  

Jesus’ exclusive claim as the only way to the Father is not only a Johannine theme. 

Matthew 11:27

All things have been handed over to Me by My Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father; nor does anyone know the Father except the Son, and anyone to whom the Son wills to reveal Him.
Peter will later preach in Acts 4:12

And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven that has been given among men by which we must be saved.”
Jesus then goes on a long discussion on the relationship between love and obedience.  

· If you love Me you will keep My commandments (v.15)

· The one who…keeps My commandments is the one who loves Me (v.21)

· If anyone loves Me he will keep My word (v.23)

· The one who doesn’t love Me will not keep My words (v.24)

But in this time Jesus will send the Comforter.  Greek, parakletos – compound word: para – beside; kaleo – to call.  One who is called alongside.  Two different ways to understand.  First legal term meaning a person who stands beside you in court is called a Counselor or Advocate.  Second, someone who comes alongside you in sorrow to comfort you.  It is another Comforter – He is the first One.

· Spirit of truth, as Jesus is the truth

· World will not accept Him as they have not accepted Jesus

· He will live in the disciples as the Father lives in Him

Judas asks why He will only disclose Himself to the disciples and not the world in response to Jesus’ promise that He would show Himself to them if they Him.  He is confused unfortunately Jesus will not answer Him and will return to the discussion on obedience and love. 
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