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John 17

This is the longest and most personal prayer of Jesus in the NT.  It reveals the intimacy He had with the Father.  The dominant themes are glory and oneness.  We don’t know if His prayer posture was always looking up to heaven but it seems to be a common occurrence – feeding 5k, healing of deaf man in Mark 7:34.

As the cross is waiting for Him, the prayer focus is on glory.  He asks the Father to glorify Him with the glory He had before the creation of the world.

Proverbs 8:23

From everlasting I was established, from the beginning, from the earliest times of the earth.
With the suffering of the cross and separation from the Father waiting for Him, Jesus still spends most of this prayer asking for protection and unity for the 11 and those who would follow.  

“Now they know” of v.7 may indicate that He was commending them in 16:31.  

V.9-12 Jesus asks the Father to protect the 11.  He specifies that He is not praying for the world, kosmos – almost always in John meaning the fallen world.

Jesus has protected them until now and now leaves them in the Father’s loving protection.  

V.12 Judas appears as the son of perishing.  It’s a play on words.  Literally, “none has perished except the son of perishing.  Same word is used in 2 Thess 2:3 referring to the antichrist.  

V.14-19 Jesus asks that the 11 be set apart.  They have the truth and the world will hate them because of it so the Father needs to protect them.  Notice Jesus does not ask that the disciples be taken out of the world but that they be set apart from the world.  

V.20 Jesus looks into the future and prays for His future followers – us!  His main prayer is that we would be united.  Our unity is a reflection of the unity that had always existed between Jesus and the Father.  

V.25 He closes by referring to God in words He has never used before, “Righteous Father.”  He affirms “I know you.”  In a few hours He will cry out on the cross, “Why have you forsaken Me” (Matt 27:46; Mark 15:34).

Fascinating conclusion, “so that the love with which You loved Me may be in them, and I in them.”  Jesus wants the love that the Father has for the Son to be in us.  The only way we can truly love Jesus is for the Father to place the love that He has for the Son in us!  And He is doing that.  Not our love but the Father’s pure love – agape. 
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