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John 19

Jesus did not receive the 39 lashes – that was the prescription for Jewish synagogue discipline.  Jesus received a Roman flogging that had no set amount.  The Romans used a cat of nine tails, which had pieces of bone, glass, and lead balls at the ends.  They used this to make the death on the cross quicker from blood loss and shock.  Many times convicts were disemboweled.  Josephus reports that he once saw a flogging where the internal organs became visible.  

Jesus’ flogging is different since it was done to appease the Jews before He was convicted.  

Seems that Pilate is hoping the picture of a bloodstained Jesus would appease the crowd but it sadly does not.  

V.5 Pilate says, “Here is the man,” no longer a king but a frail bleeding man.  The fact that Pilate would have an innocent man flogged gives us an idea of how crazy this whole scene is.

The chief priests are not satisfied and want Him crucified.  Pilate wants nothing to do with this but he still wanted to hand over an innocent man to mob violence – the very opposite of Pax Romana.  

V.7 the Jews offer a new charge – He claimed to be the Son of God.  Pilate is afraid because not only is it a violation of Jewish law but also Roman.  Only Caesar could claim to be the Son of God.  Any claim against the sovereignty of Caesar had to be investigated.  If word got back to Rome that he had ignored this crime he could lose his already precarious position.  

Jesus by now having lost a lot of blood does not answer Pilate’s question.  Upon Pilate’s insistence on his power Jesus lets him know that earthly power is just an illusion – there is no power except what is given from above.  

Remarkably Jesus offers Pilate a way out and forgiveness – the one who handed Him over is more guilty than him.  At that moment Pilate decides that He must be set free.  

But the Jews have a trump card.  They capitalize on Pilate’s insecurity in light of the Sejanus incident – “if you release this man, you are no friend of Caesar’s.”

Friend of Caesar, amici Caesaris, was a well defined group of senators, knights, and powerful men who had the Emperor’s favor.  As governor Pilate was a member of this elite club and not dealing with this would mean he would be out.  So he goes to the Stone Pavemet (Gabbatha) where sentences are carried out and sentences Jesus to be crucified.

V.14 notes that it was preparation day for the Passover when Judean Jews would prepare to slaughter their Passover lambs on a stone that Jesus is now being sacrificed.  

There is a word that describes the pain of the cross – excruciating, the root word being crux, cross.  The Romans made the convicted carry their own cross in the most public route possible for maximum effect.  Led to the place of the skull, gulgolet in Hebrew hence Golgatha.  Skull in Latin is calvaria hence Calvary.

Pilate hangs a sign saying “King of the Jews” as a cruel joke on the Jews.

There were 4 soldiers assigned to Jesus’ crucifixion because they wanted to divide the garment into 4 shares.  Only John mentions the division of clothes referring specifically to the seamless tunic, which was a special prize.  Not only does it fulfill OT prophecy (Psalm 22:18) but the tunic holds special meaning to John and to Mary, Jesus’ mother.  It was customary for mothers to make a seamless tunic to be presented as gifts to their sons when they left home.  Mary will appear in the very next verse – perhaps the detail was very precious to John because it the tunic was dear to Mary.

Four women are at the cross.  Mary, Mary’s sister – most likely Salome (Mark 15:40).  She is John’s mother (Matt 27:56).  Another Mary named Clopas’ wife and Mary of Magdala.  

Even while Jesus is hanging on the cross he thinks of his mother and her needs.  She needs to be taken care of so He gives John the privilege and responsibility to care for His mother, which would have been the right of the first son.  The blood of Jesus is thicker than family blood.

John doesn’t include a lot of what the other gospel writers have included about the crucifixion but true to his form he adds other elements to round out the narrative.  Only John let’s us know that Jesus cried out that He was thirsty.  In John thirst had more of a spiritual dimension than a physical one.  Jesus is actually thirsting for God!  Left all alone on the cross as darkness covers the earth He is thirsting for the Holy Spirit.  

Jesus cries out, “It is finished” and gave up His spirit.  No one killed Him.  He laid it down Himself.  

V.31 John reminds us that it is preparation day for Passover.  The next day was a special Sabbath.  Even though the priests broke so many of their own laws they still want to practice the Sabbath correctly and ask Pilate to remove the bodies.  To hasten their deaths they ask that their legs be broken.  They break the legs of the thieves but Jesus has already died.  The longest anyone is said to have remained on the cross was 8 days.  Jesus hung there for 6 hours.

John points to 2 OT prophecies – Jesus’ bones are not broken – a detail related to Passover.  In preparing the lamb it can be pulled apart at the joint but none of the bones are supposed to be broken.  Zechariah 12:10 says that the one who is pierced will be looked upon by those who pierce him.  

Two brave Pharisees have the courage to claim the body of Jesus, Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus.  Nicodemus brings a costly bed of spices to lay His body and Joseph provides a new garden tomb that had never been used before.  The fact that it was unused indicates that it was fit to be used by a king.  

The courageous act of claiming the body would have been considered a great act of hesed.  Nicodemus and Joseph were probably followers of Hillel, who is regarded as the father of the Hasidic (those who do hesed) movement. 
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