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John 20

Mary of Magdala makes her way to the tomb early in the morning.  She came with other women to anoint His body as the preparations were done in a very hasty way.  The women are going to anoint a corpse.  They have no expectation that Jesus will rise from the dead.  Even when she sees the stone rolled away she automatically assumes someone has taken away the body.  No one connects it to the resurrection. She goes to Peter and John.

John lets us know he outran Peter who would have been much older.  You can imagine John in his old age relishing the fact.  John stoops down and does not go in – most likely to avoid becoming unclean.  Peter just barges in.  

John describes the linen lying in their folds.  This was not a grave robbery.  The word indicates something of the body evaporating.  

In v.8 John believed.  He believed before seeing Jesus’ body.  Peter is just wondering what is going on.

Mary is at the tomb weeping.  Already traumatized at witnessing Jesus being crucified, now she thinks someone has stolen His body.  Two angels appear and ask her why she is weeping?  The angels live in a different reality.  This is not the time for weeping but for joy!  He cries out “Mary” and she responds “Rabboni” – literally my teacher.

Then Jesus says an interesting thing, “Stop clinging to Me, Mary.”  All she could do is to cling to Him after what she has endured.  I have not ascended to the Father – the culmination of history is at hand and Jesus stops to comfort one soul.  

Jesus mentioned in John 16:22 that they would experience incredible joy – this is the moment.  Jesus appears to the 11 who are camped out in fear that they may be arrested next.  Jesus greets them with peace.  Jesus is the sent one, now He is sending them to forgive sins – now made possible by His death and resurrection.  He breathes the Holy Spirit upon them.

Doubting Thomas – he gets such a bad rap but doubting is good.  

Soren Kierkegaard


Only he who doubts can truly believe.

Jesus never condemns Thomas for doubting.  He simply shows him the evidence of His wounds.  It takes 8 days until Thomas encounters the Lord.  

There is a tension between seeing and believing as well as believing without seeing.  They have come to believe Him because they saw Him.  Jesus offers a special blessing to those who believe without seeing.  

The last two verses were the original ending to John’s gospel.  There were many other signs but weren’t recorded.  Shame.  

V.31 is the reason John wrote this and what he hopes will happen to everyone who reads it – that we might believe and in believing have eternal life!
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