A brief word about the whole coronavirus situation
· Matthew 6:25-33
“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothes? Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they? Can any one of you by worrying add a single hour to your life… 31 So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them. But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.
· Who holds our future? 
· God
· In what and in whom is our hope? 
· God
· It’s not in your mask (by all means, wear a mask, but remember it’s God who holds your future)
· Our hope is not in the news, in your own knowledge (research), in all your precautionary measures, or the government
· There are TOO many things you don’t know, don’t understand, cannot predict
· Turn to God in your fear. Turn to God in your panic. Turn to God in your worry. 
· Who/what are you going to listen to at this time? Listen to God!
· Our reactions, as followers of Jesus Christ, must be different from the world
· You might be wondering - what am I supposed to do at this time?? What is God saying to me?? What is God’s will? He has already revealed to us in Scripture most of what we need to know, regarding how we should live our lives, all the time, whether we’re in comfort or in distress
· Trust in Him (Jer 17:7)
· Love your neighbors as yourself (Matt 12:31)
· The Good Samaritan
· Care for those who are sick
· Don’t treat people with contempt (don’t be stupid, but don’t just simply copy the world)
· Don’t be racist against mainland Chinese people
· Be humble (Prov 29:23)
· Be generous and gracious in your heart towards those who are panicking 
· We’re not any better
· And if we are, it’s not you, it’s only by His mercy
· Pray! (Phil 4:6)
· Pray for Hong Kong and China
· Pray for your leaders (1 Tim 2:1-2)
· Don’t bad mouth the government (Romans, 1 Tim, Titus, 1 Peter)
· Pray for them for wisdom at this time
-----
Romans 12:6-8
Since we have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, each of us is to exercise them accordingly: if prophecy, according to the proportion of his faith; if service, in his serving; or he who teaches, in his teaching; or he who exhorts, in his exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness.
Gift of leadership today
Announce the gifts + ministry connection on Feb 9
· Explain how we’ll do it
· REMIND - this is just to indicate your interest
Greek - proistemi; pro (before or above) + histemi (stand)
English translation - preside over, rule, superintend
Mostly used in the context of leading a group of people in the church or leading/managing your own household
Definitions
Peter Wagner:
The gift of leadership is the special ability that God gives to certain members of the Body of Christ to set goals in accordance with God's purpose for the future and to communicate 
these goals to others in such a way that they voluntarily and harmoniously work together to accomplish those goals for the glory of God. 
The leadership gift almost always works in tandem with other gifts - apostle, teaching, exhortation, prophecy, etc…
· Remind people of the idea of a “gift mix”
· The gift of leadership is usually paired with certain offices (apostle, pastor) or other gifts that would greatly help with their leadership (faith, prophecy, teaching/communication)
Signs (not ALL the signs, not one or two of the signs, but many of these signs)
1. You have an ability to set direction or vision for a group.
a. Gift of prophecy
b. Gift of apostleship
c. You have an ability to hear from God and announce His direction/vision
2. You have an ability to organize and build structures in order to fulfill a vision (that allow for ministry to happen efficiently.)
a. Gift of administration (or the ability to partner with those that have this gift)
b. Everyone dreams, but a leader also has an idea of how to achieve that dream
3. You seem to have influence over people (people accept and follow your decisions and your directions)
a. Kenny at staff lunch (we almost always look to him for where to go)
4. You take initiative to address a problem or need
5. You are willing to take responsibility over a group
6. You are willing to go against the flow
a. It could be as simple as being the only person to choose a certain option while everyone else is doing something else
b. It’s a sign that you are decisive
c. It’s a sign that you are not afraid to make unpopular decisions when you need to
7. You are not easily discouraged away from your vision / conviction
a. Generally a positive outlook (a “can-do” mentality)
b. Gift of faith in operation here
Biblical example: Nehemiah
· In chapter 1, he hears about the situation in Jerusalem - “The remnant there in the province who had survived the exile is in great trouble and shame. The wall of Jerusalem is broken down, and its gates are destroyed by fire.”
· He takes responsibility for the situation
· He takes initiative 
· Most of us would be like, oh man, that sucks… 
· In chapter 2, he sets forth a vision and direction for the people living in Jerusalem - we’re going to rebuild the wall!
· The response? Verse 18 - And they said, “Let us rise up and build.” So they strengthened their hands for the good work.
· Chapter 3 is all about how the work was organized between different families (organizing and building structure to fulfill the vision)
· In chapter 4, the neighboring people groups oppose the work of Nehemiah - threats, mocking them, discouraging them
· His response? Verse 14 - And I looked and arose and said to the nobles and to the officials and to the rest of the people, “Do not be afraid of them. Remember the Lord, who is great and awesome, and fight for your brothers, your sons, your daughters, your wives, and your homes.”
· Not easily swayed or discouraged
· In chapter 5, Nehemiah finds out that the nobles and the officials were treating the poor unfairly, exploiting them
· Nehemiah is not afraid to go against the flow, to stand up to those in power
· In chapter 6, the wall is completed
Personal example: Pastor Sam
· His childhood example
· Living in the poor neighborhood
· Bus Sunday School ministry
· He’d watch and learn what they do, and back in his neighborhood, he would simply gather other children around him, stand on the steps, and run Sunday school (he was already a pastor in grade school). And kids just came around him and listened. 
· We’ve all benefited from his leadership
· He downloads the theme of the year (vision & direction)
· He’s organized our church in such a way that ministry flows without too many hiccups
· He carries influence
· 21-day fast!
· How many people in the world can convince 400 people to give up food for 21 days??
· He takes responsibility over our church
· He goes against the flow - when everyone seeking to be comfortable, he will challenge us. When everyone is starting to get a little lazy, he will kick our butt
· Comfort the afflicted; afflict the comforted
· Positive attitude - always willing to try things, not discouraged or swayed easily
Emphasize that leadership styles can be different. It’s not a personality thing
· Myself - a product of the phrase, “God doesn’t called the equipped, he equips the called”
· Similar to my gift of teaching
· He gifts these things to us as we stay faithful and we obey
· I am SO different from P. Sam in our personality
· One of my early leadership memory: bursting into tears because the class wouldn’t listen! 
· I just HAD to lead! 
· Youth group - many many years ago, it was red rainstorm warning, and retreat was beginning that day
· I walked away, prayed, and decided to go for it
· Everything was fine and it was a great retreat
· Youth group - our mission trip to the Philippines got canceled
· Prayed and chose a different location
Why should you desire the gift of leadership? 
1. You are already leading, in some capacity or another, so you should ask for the help and anointing of the Holy Spirit!
a. Everyone has influence, even if it’s a small way
i. A parent leads his/her children
ii. Husbands are called to be the head of the household
iii. Teachers, managers, even in your friendship group, there’s somebody out there, who’s watching you and is being influenced by you
1. Don’t you want to lead well? 
2. As followers of Christ, we are all called to lead in some shape or form
a. Leadership is not just a position or a title
b. It’s not just the pastor or the HC leader that has to lead
i. You are called by Jesus to influence those around you
1. Go therefore and make disciples, teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you (Matt 28:19)
ii. Everyone is a full-time minister
c. To be a faithful follower of Jesus Christ in this mostly secular context that we live in, we need to have leadership qualities
i. Going against the flow
ii. Refusing to get intimidated, discouraged, or swayed
iii. Taking initiative and responsibility over situations that are not right in God’s eyes
1. Wherever God has placed you right now, that’s the place where you need to step up, stand your ground, and serve Him. 
2. Esther 4:14
For if you keep silent at this time, relief and deliverance will rise for the Jews from another place, but you and your father's house will perish. And who knows whether you have not come to the kingdom for such a time as this?”
a. You may be placed where you are, exactly for such a time as this
3. It doesn’t have to be grand. But it requires courage, it requires taking initiative, it requires perseverance, hearing from God and getting His direction
-----
Natural Talent vs Spiritual Gift
· Natural talents are given to us by God
· Spiritual gifts are given to us by God
· Natural talents are given to everybody
· Spiritual gifts are only given to believers
· it is the Spirit dwelling in us that gives us these gifts
· Natural talents are probably also given for the purpose of blessing others, but there’s no specific command about this. 
· Spiritual gifts have a distinct and explicit purpose - to build up the body of Christ
· I believe spiritual gifts can be the same as someone’s natural talent. For example, someone who has always been a natural leader, when he/she becomes a Christian and receives the Holy Spirit, can receive the spiritual gift of leadership as well, which further enhances his/her ability to lead. I don’t think we need to make such a strict distinction as some people do (if it’s a natural talent, it can’t be a spiritual gift; or if you learned it at a seminar, it can’t be a spiritual gift). God’s not limited to that… Why can’t God use a seminar to jumpstart your ministry in a certain direction, and then empower you through the Holy Spirit to use that skill more effectively for His Church?  
· Meaning, as Christians, we don’t have to try so hard to distinguish, is this a natural talent? Or is this a spiritual gift? It can be both
· In these instances, perhaps the Holy Spirit sanctifies our natural talent so that it can be used effectively for His kingdom
· Certain natural talents may get paired with certain spiritual gifts that work well. Leadership talent/qualities may receive the gift of teaching or gift of administration to enhance the effectiveness of their leadership. 
· Both natural talents and spiritual gifts improve over time. Just because it’s a spiritual gift, it does not mean that it comes to us FULLY matured, every time. Nowhere in Scripture does it indicate this to be the case. In our experience, it seems that with practice, people can learn and grow in using their gifts more effectively. 
