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Romans 12:6-8

Since we have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, each of us is to exercise them accordingly: if prophecy, according to the proportion of his faith; if service, in his serving; or he who teaches, in his teaching; or he who exhorts, in his exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness.
Because giving and sharing are so much a part of every Christian’s responsibility, it is difficult to recognize that there is a gift of giving which uniquely operates in certain individuals.  We know this is true because Paul lists the gift of giving in Romans 12.

We should all be giving but the statistics bear a different reality.  

These are US stats:

· During the Great Depression, church goers gave on average 3.3% of their income.

· Today on average Christians give 2.5% of their income.

· Of families that make $75k+, only 1% donated 10% of their income.

· Baby boomers (1946-1964) make up 41.6% of donor population and 30.2% of US population.

· Gen X (1965-1980) make up 19% of the donor population and 26.6% of US population.

· Gen Y (1981-1997) make up 7.1% of donor population and 30.4% of the US population.

· At SP roughly 54% of our congregation give 10% of their income (2018)

Definition

The gift of giving refers to the capacity to give liberally to meet the needs of others and yet to do so with a purity of motive which senses that the giving is a simple sharing of what God has given.

C. Peter Wagner

The gift of giving is the special ability God gives to certain members of the Body of Christ to contribute their material resources to the work of the Lord with liberality and cheerfulness.

Signs you may have the gift of giving:

1. You have a sensitivity to recognize the needs of others.

2. You have a quickness to assume some burden for meeting the needs of others when you sense that they have a need.

3. You have a relative freedom from a self-serving attitude.

4. You have a capacity that provides the means to give to others.

5. You have the ability to amass financial resources.

6. You are careful in handling finances with a bent toward living a simple lifestyle.

7. You have a conviction that all of what you have belongs to God and you are a steward of it.  You look for ways to channel His resources to others.

Examples in the Bible

Acts 4:34-37

For there was not a needy person among them, for all who were owners of land or houses would sell them and bring the proceeds of the sales and lay them at the apostles’ feet, and they would be distributed to each as any had need.  Now Joseph, a Levite of Cyprian birth, who was also called Barnabas by the apostles (which translated means Son of Encouragement), and who owned a tract of land, sold it and brought the money and laid it at the apostles’ feet.

This passage describes a church context of many individuals sharing and giving to one another.  Barnabas is one example who is commended for his generosity.

I don’t believe this gift is limited to rich people.  The Macedonian Christians were poor people but God gave them this gift as a group.  

2 Corinthians 8:1-5

Now, brethren, we wish to make known to you the grace of God which has been given in the churches of Macedonia, that in a great ordeal of affliction their abundance of joy and their deep poverty overflowed in the wealth of their liberality.  For I testify that according to their ability, and beyond their ability, they gave of their own accord, begging us with much urging for the favor of participation in the support of the saints, and this, not as we had expected, but they first gave themselves to the Lord and to us by the will of God.

Wow, what an awesome church.

Personal Example

James McCormick, a businessman from Alabama, who owns a construction company is now a multi-millionaire but he realized that God had given him the gift of giving when he worked at a clothing store and earned $35 a week.  He made a promise to give to God 50% of his income and has done it his whole life and he has lacked for nothing.

I have the gift of giving.  God has so richly blessed me and I understand that I am just a steward.  I have given away cars, a home, watches.  It brings me great joy.  

I used to collect watches…they were taking a hold of me so I started to give them away. 

You don’t have to be wealthy to operate in this gift.  

George Muller was not a rich businessman but a full-time minister who was totally dependent on God to meet his own needs while running large orphanages.  Muller gave liberally out of what God gave him.  In his first year of living by faith $151 came in answer to prayer.  He gave away $50.  In the second year $195 but he gave away $70.  Third year by faith $267 came in but he gave away $110.  When he died his entire personal estate amounted to $169 but he had given away almost half a million dollars.

Max and Belinda have the gift of giving.  Our family has personally been recipients of their generosity as well as scores of HC members.  Such a blessing to learn from them how to be generous.

In Singapore, I have seen Jeremy Ng consistently go above and beyond in their giving.  Jeremy has the gift of giving, his wife has the gift of spending.  Or as Jeremy put it he has the gift of giving…in.

Why You Should Want This Gift

Proverbs 11:25

The generous man will be prosperous, and he who waters will himself be watered.

Message

The one who blesses others is abundantly blessed; those who help others are helped.

The generous are like God.

Story of soldier and kids – Mr, are you God?

There is a special blessing that the Lord gives to those who are generous.  Not only does God bless you but you are a blessing.

You are blessed to be a blessing – SP Distinctive.

Let’s pray for the gift of giving!
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