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1 Corinthians 12:28

And God has appointed in the church, first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administrations, various kinds of tongues.

Romans 12:6-8

Since we have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, each of us is to exercise them accordingly: if prophecy, according to the proportion of his faith; if service, in his serving; or he who teaches, in his teaching; or he who exhorts, in his exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness.
Where there are groups of people, there are always practical needs.  God provides people who have the ability and the unselfish attitude to meet those needs.  These people willingly serve others in the group.  Such is the nature of a person who operates in this gift and thus demonstrates the very loving nature of God.  

Though all Christians are to unselfishly regard others more highly than themselves, those with this gift will shine in this role.

Notice the plurality of this gift indicating the diverse forms and uses in which this gift is manifested.

High percentage gifts with low visibility.  These gifts do not attract a lot of attention but are vital to the fruitfulness of a church.

We have probably never heard of Stephanie Mills or Irma Griswold who operated in their gift of helps.  We have heard of the recipients of those gifts though – Billy Graham and Bill Bright, the founder of Campus Crusade for Christ.

Like the gift of mercy, the gift of helps is usually a one-on-one ministry.  Unlike the gift of mercy however, the recipients of the benefits are not ordinarily the down and out but other Christians, usually leaders, exercising their respective gifts.

Definition

The gift of helps refers to the capacity to unselfishly meet the needs of others through very practical means.

C. Peter Wagner

The gift of helps is the special ability that God gives to some members of the body of Christ to invest the talents they have in the life and ministry of other members of the Body, thus enabling the person helped to increase the effectiveness of his or her spiritual gifts.

People who have the gift of helps are the stretcher bearers.  Mark 2 tells us of 4 friends who help their paralyzed friend to Jesus.  No names but great impact.

The gift of service is the special ability that God gives to certain members of the Body of Christ to identify the unmet needs involved in a task related to God’s work and to make use of available resources to meet those needs and help accomplish the desired goals.

Gift of service is more task oriented.  

The beauty of the gift of helps and service is the way God takes the commonplace, routine and menial and raises it to a spiritual level.  

Starbucks – making coffee and tea – routine, boring.

SP Barista – making coffee and tea – holy, spiritual, life giving, God shines through.

Vacuuming at home – routine, boring, needs to get done.

HC vacuuming in sanctuary – holy, spiritual, life giving, God shines through.

What is the difference?  Probably the person without the gift does it out of duty, doesn’t really want to be there and can’t believe they are vacuuming.

The person with the gift is happy and content, wants to be there and can’t believe their vacuuming the church!

These kinds of gifts could be exactly what Paul talked about in 1 Corinthians 12 that those in the body, which we deem less honorable, that God will show more abundant honor.

Signs you may have the gift of helps:

1. A desire to help others.

2. An ability to see ways that other people will be helped.

3. An unselfish nature that can do tasks whether they appeal menial or not.

4. A bent toward enjoying practical service more than theoretical service of a conceptual nature.

5. A willingness to do little jobs without any credit.  It is done just for the joy of doing them or the knowledge that they are helping others.

6. In the church, the person recognized that their practical service releases others to operate in their gifts, especially leadership gifts.

Maybe the best analogy would be a basketball team.  A team usually has one or two star players who score a lot of points.  But these star players require a person who can set screens for them and pass them the ball.  Each time a player passes the ball to the person who scores, it is called an assist.  The star can’t shine unless they are assisted.  

Help me to score.  Help your leaders to score.  Help your HC leader to score and win!

Examples in the Bible

Romans 16:1-2

I commend to you our sister Phoebe, who is a servant of the church which is at Cenchrea; that you receive her in the Lord in a manner worthy of the saints, that you help her in whatever matter she may have need of you; for she herself has also been a helper of many, and of myself as well.

Mark 15:40-41

There were also some women looking on from a distance, among whom were Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James the Less and Joses, and Salome.  When He was in Galilee, they used to follow Him and minister to Him; and there were many other women who came up with Him to Jerusalem.

Phoebe and these ladies helped Paul and Jesus to carry on their work.  Great assists.

Personal Example

One of my first ministry jobs was as a youth pastor at Thanksgiving Church.  This is where I met Pastor Bryan.  He was a skinny, 15 year old punk kid.

I had a teacher named Paul.  He was an incredible servant.  He prayed for me whenever I preached.  He took care of the “little things” that allowed me to lead well.  I couldn’t have done what I do without him.  

In SP, Yiling has been that person for me.  She makes sure I am taken care of so I can focus on leading.  Really appreciate her.  

Why You Should Want This Gift

We are all called to be servants.  

Every person a minister.  Every minister a servant.

God pours out His Spirit upon us to empower us to serve and help.  

We should all want this gift as it brings more abundant honor.
1 Corinthians 12:22-23

On the contrary, it is much truer that the members of the body which seem to be weaker are necessary; and those members of the body which we deem less honorable, on these we bestow more abundant honor and our less presentable members become much more presentable.

Let’s pray for the gift of helps and serving!
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