Are You Growing?
John 15:5-6
I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me and I in him, he bears much fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothing. If anyone does not abide in Me, he is thrown away as a branch and dries up;
· Importance of physical growth of a child
· Importance of personal growth at work
· Importance of Spiritual growth
· Why is it that some people grow and some people don’t? What make you grow?

· GIC?
· EG?
· House Church members?
· Different seasons in life?
· My objective is to position us so that we would be ready to grow for our series on God of order.
7 BASIC HABITS TO GROW SPIRITUALLY
In order to grow we need to eat - The Bible
In order to grow we need to breathe - Prayer
In order to grow we need good spiritual hygiene - Confession of sin
In order to grow we need a caring family - Fellowship
In order to grow we need regular exercise - Service
In order to grow we need protection - Resist Temptation
In order to grow we need to give - Stewardship
If you’re doing all these things, it does not necessarily mean you are growing either. The Pharisees had all these habits, but Jesus challenged their motive of heart.
7 SIGNS YOU’RE NOT GROWING SPIRITUALLY
You’re not reading the Bible
You’re not praying
You’re not confessing your sins
You have no accountability
You’re not serving
You’re not resisting temptation
You’re not giving
If you’re growing the evidence is the fruit.
Spiritual growth isn’t just doing spiritual things, but it is being more like Jesus
Are You Growing?
· From a year ago?

· From the start of this year?

· Since the end of the fast?

· Since the coronavirus hit Hong Kong?

SO WHAT IF I’M NOT GROWING?
Your priorities are in other more practical areas your life: finances, career, exercise.

Are you satisfied?
Even if you are satisfied with not growing spiritually, that is not God wants.
Ephesians 4:13-16
until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ. As a result, we are no longer to be children, tossed here and there by waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming; but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him who is the head, 

Paul wants you to continue to grow until you become just like Jesus.

2 Peter 3:18
But continue to grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be the glory, now and forever! Amen.

Peter also instructs us to continue to grow.

DISCIPLE

As a first-century Jew, if you were serious about growing spiritually, you would submit yourself under a rabbi and become their disciple.
Just was a rabbi to his disciples, and talk about what it means to be a disciple.

Luke 14:27 New
Whoever does not carry his own cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple.
Luke 9:23 (How to abide)
And He was saying to them all, “If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross daily and follow Me.
1. DENY YOURSELF
Luke 22:42
 “Father, if You are willing, remove this cup from Me; yet not My will, but Yours be done.”
Denying yourself is not denying how you feel
· Forgiveness

· Reacting to offense
· Reacting to fear
· Coronavirus
2 . TAKE UP YOUR CROSS DAILY
People often use “take up your cross” as meaning difficult circumstances in their life that they must live with.
John 19:16-17
Finally Pilate handed him over to them to be crucified. So the soldiers took charge of Jesus. Carrying his own cross, he went out to the place of the Skull (which in Aramaic is called Golgotha).
To a first-century Jew, “taking up your cross” meant carrying their own execution device while facing ridicule, humiliation and marching towards your death. Jesus did it, and did it willingly.
So for us, “taking up your cross” means that we are willing to die for Jesus. Are you?
This is our motivation. What is it that make you willing to die for Jesus?
3. FOLLOW ME
John 5:19-20
Therefore Jesus answered and was saying to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of Himself, unless it is something He sees the Father doing; for whatever the Father does, these things the Son also does in like manner. For the Father loves the Son, and shows Him all things that He Himself is doing; and the Father will show Him greater works than these, so that you will marvel.
Disciples… follow me
The rich young ruler... follow me
When you ask someone to coffee... follow me

Proposal... follow me for the rest of my life

Follow me is an invitation to relationship.
