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Hebrews 11:1

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for the conviction of things not seen.

Message

The fundamental fact of existence is that this trust in God, this faith, is the firm foundation under everything that makes life worth living.

Martin Luther

God our Father has made all things depend on faith so that whoever has faith will have everything, and whoever does not have faith will have nothing.

2 sides of faith:

1. Intellect – intellectual conviction

2. Will – volitional surrender

Faith is so precious.  Faith causes:

· people to sing in prison

· people to exult in tribulation

· people to choose to endure ill treatment

· people to trust regardless of the circumstances

Henry Blackaby

What you do reveals more about what you believe about God than what you say.

James 2:26


Faith without works is dead.

Hebrews 11:6


Without faith it’s impossible to please God…

When Hudson Taylor went to China, he made the voyage on a sailing vessel. As it neared the channel between the southern Malay Peninsula and the island of Sumatra, the missionary heard an urgent knock on his stateroom door. He opened it, and there stood the captain of the ship. "Mr. Taylor," he said, "we have no wind. We are drifting toward an island where the people are heathen, and I fear they are cannibals." "What can I do?" asked Taylor. "I understand that you believe in God. I want you to pray for wind." "All right, Captain, I will, but you must set the sail." "Why that's ridiculous! There's not even the slightest breeze. Besides, the sailors will think I'm crazy." But finally, because of Taylor's insistence, he agreed. Forty- five minutes later he returned and found the missionary still on his knees. "You can stop praying now," said the captain. "We've got more wind than we know what to do with!"

Faith becomes effective when both sides are represented.

Daniel 3:12-18

June 1940, Hitler’s army is poised to destroy the cornered British army stranded at the beaches of Dunkirk.  As the British people anxiously await word of their fate, a three-word message is transmitted from the besieged army: “Even if not!”

The British public instantly recognizes the message – a reference to Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego standing before King Nebuchadnezzar’s fiery furnace, “Our God is able to save us, but even if He does not, we will not serve your gods or worship the image you have set up.”  The message galvanizes the British people.  Thousands cross the English Channel in boats to rescue their army.

But even if not.

Faith is an opportunity.

My story – Vanguard University, The Call, Message of Sonship, Southland Church

Getting depressed and wondering what God was doing.  

Realized I was in a divine moment.

I had always asked for more faith.

The opportunity comes when everything is going wrong.  That is faith.  When everything is well and we offer up praise, that’s thanksgiving.  Only natural.

Faith is praising and trusting God when everything is going wrong.

Oswald Chambers

Faith for my deliverance is not faith in God. Faith means, whether I am visibly delivered or not, I will stick to my belief that God is love. There are some things only learned in a fiery furnace.

Job 13:15


Though He slay me, I will hope in Him.

Esther 4:16


…If I perish, I perish.

Esther understood her divine moment and opportunity when Mordecai proclaimed to her that she had come to royalty for such a time as this.

Many of us have been placed in situations for such a time as this.

CS Lewis

Hell is never more afraid than when a believer looks out to a world and sees no sign of God, no sign of love and still says “I trust You anyway.”

Dushanbe, Tajikistan

Young girls singing after the bombing with their heads covered since many had to shave their heads because of the glass fragments and only three walls.

They were singing a Tajik song about trusting in God no matter what.

As a church, we are in an opportunity.

Our city and our church are being tested. 

How will we respond in the midst of the protests and Covid-19?  Will we operate just like the world being vindictive with rage (protests) or self-protect, hoard, and cower in fear (Covid-19)?

I believe we received a prophetic word already in Aug, 2017.

Watch PBryan’s message, Teach Them to Obey.  

Emmy Yang wrote an article in Christianity Today about how Luther responded to the plague’s reemergence in 1527 in his home town of Wittenburg.  He addressed the question of should Christians flee from the deadly plague.  

Emmy Yang

Luther does not encourage his readers to expose themselves recklessly to danger.  His letter constantly straddles two competing goods: honoring the sanctity of one’s own live, and honoring the sanctity of those in need.

Despite the exhortations of his university colleagues he stayed behind to minister to the sick and dying.

How now shall we live?  What you do is more important than what you say.

Will the world see any difference in the Christ followers?  Or will we be hiding out in our homes cowering in fear?

Shao Ming has an email blog that she sends out periodically called Random Thoughts.  I love them.  Here is a quote from one she sent out on Feb 8 right after the toilet paper crisis.

Shao Ming Yau

The thing that worries me, is that when I shall stand before the Lord on Judgment Day, that I shall have been found to have placed my trust, not on Him, but on a piece of paper to cover my mouth, a piece of paper to wipe my bum, and a piece of paper in my wallet.  
This should be far more worrying for us, than any virus whose worst effect, unless we allow it to diminish our spirit, is to hasten us Home to Him.
I believe we are asking the wrong questions – is it safe to come to church?  Should we cancel the women’s retreat?

Ask the wrong questions, you will get the wrong answer.

The right question is What does Jesus want us/me to do?

What is He saying to you?
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