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1 Corinthians 14:33

For God is not a God of confusion (disorder) but of peace (order), as in all the churches of the saints.

Message

When we worship the right way, God doesn’t stir us up into confusion; he brings us into harmony.  This goes for all the churches – no exceptions.

The context of Paul’s letter is a rebuke of the Corinthian church’s worship practices which were out of control and confusing.  Paul appeals to them by reminding them that our God is a God of order and not confusion.

Order means the arrangement or disposition of people or things in relation to each other according to a particular sequence, pattern, or method.

There is great logic and order to everything God does.  He is not random.

God created the universe in an orderly sequence.  He created the sun, moon, and stars to regulate time and seasons, and the heavenly bodies operate with precise predictability.

God’s creation of time is another example of His orderliness.

God exists outside of time as we know it but He created time as a way for earth to mark changes.  Time is orderly, sequential, and does not vary based on anything man can control.  Rich or poor, young or old, we all have the same number of hours in a day.  

The sun will rise and set on schedule no matter what may be happening on earth.  Because God is a God of order He keeps everything in motion as He first designed it.  It is His orderly hand that holds the world in place.

Hebrews 1:3a

And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His nature, and upholds all things by the word of His power.

Colossians 1:17


And He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together.

We are His greatest masterpiece and our living bodies embody His order.

The heart pumps blood through organs designed to receive it.  The brain fires thousands of messages per second to regulate pain, temperature, respiration, and thought.  A million other chemical and physical reactions take place simultaneously within the body.  If one factor is off, the organism could not live, defend itself, or thrive.  The more science discovers about creation, the more we learn about God’s miraculous order.

If you are an adult of average weight, here is what you accomplish in 24 hours:

· Your heart beats 103,689 times
· Your blood travels 168,000,000 miles
· You breathe 23,040 times
· You inhale 438 cubic feet of air
· You eat 3.25 pounds of food
· You drink 2.9 quarts of liquids
· You lose 7/8 pounds of waste – some more than others
· You speak 4800 words – including some unnecessary ones
· You move 750 muscles
· Your nails grow .000046 inch
· Your hair grows .01714 inch – for some of us
· You exercise 7,000,000 brain cells
Because God is a God of order He deals with us in orderly ways.  

He sent His Son, Jesus into the world at just the right time.

Galatians 4:4

But when the fullness of time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the Law,

God did not spring the idea of a Savior on the world.  He patiently prepared the world in an orderly fashion.  Through the Jewish people God gave them His Law and showed us what was required to approach a holy God.  He introduced a sacrificial system to teach people about holiness and repentance.  By the time Jesus came, the Jewish people were well versed in the sacrificial system and understood their need for a Messiah to make them right with God.

God is a God of order.

When God spoke to me about this theme for 2020 I instantly recognized it as God’s invitation to get our lives, family, and church into His order.

The enemy wants to reign in our lives through chaos and confusion.  

God’s creation and will are arranged and ordered so that people can enjoy peace, joy, and all kinds of blessings.  The devil comes to rob, kill, and destroy and bring disorder.  We must go back to God’s intended order for our lives.

This year we will explore what that order looks like and how it plays out in our lives and in the life of our church.

I believe Loren’s advice that I talked about last week was really about getting back to God’s order.

For the first lesson I just want us to get back to the basics of who God is.

1. God’s omnipotence

He is all-powerful.

God is perfect in that He can do all things consistent with the perfection of His being.  

God cannot do the self-contradictory – make a rock He cannot lift.

Nor can He do which is contrary to His perfect nature – He cannot change, He cannot lie, He cannot stop loving us.

· Nothing is too difficult for God (Genesis 18:14; Jeremiah 32:17, 27; Zechariah 8:6; Matthew 3:9).

· All things are possible for God (Job 42:2; Psalm 115:3; Matthew 19:26; Mark 10:27; Luke 1:37, 18:27; Ephesians 1:11)

Significance – God is able to do whatever is needed.

2. God’s omnipresence

He is everywhere.
God is perfect in that He transcends all space and spatial limitations, and is thus infinite with respect to space, with His whole Being filling every part of the universe and being present everywhere.  Not diffused through the universe, but present at each point in His fullness.

· The universe cannot contain God (1 Kings 8:27; Isaiah 66:1; Acts 7:48-49) 

· Present everywhere (Psalm 139:7-10; Acts 17:28; of Christ, Matthew 18:20, 28:20)

· Fills all things (Jeremiah 23:23-24; of Christ, Ephesians 1:23, 4:10; Colossians 3:11)

Significance – We never have to ask God to be with us.

3. God’s omniscience

He is all-knowing.

God is perfect in that He knows all things, including events before they happen.
· Perfect in knowledge (Job 37:16)

· Knows the heart (1 Samuel 16:7; 1 Chronicles 28:9, 17; Psalm 139:1-4; Jeremiah 17:10a)

· Knows all events to come (Isaiah 41:22-23, 42:9, 44:7)

Significance – God sees everything we do.
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