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SILENCE
INTRODUCTION

No unanimous view of what a “man” is.  Mini-survey within SP:
Ideal brother in Christ: 

· Vulnerable and humble.  
· Quick to acknowledge his faults.

· Be sexually pure.

· Have integrity – be consistent in both your public and private/secret behaviours. 

· Be genuine and not hypocritical

· Support in prayers and physical needs

· Serve together and complement skills and views the ladies do not have

Ideal spouse: 
· As above
· Someone who never ceases to pursue their wives.  Be sensitive/understanding towards her.  
· Lead family closer to God.  Role model for kids. 
· Prayerful.

· Honouring parents
· Spiritual leader/head

· Share similar ministry visions, goals about life (on matters like faith, work, ministry, family and money)

· Match of personalities, chemistry, spiritual gifts, callings and burdens, hobbies and interests, cultural understanding and physical compatibility
CONFUSION OVER MANHOOD
Causes many questions about how to be “a man”.  Many men deny confusion in order to appear like they are making life work.  Confusion came because we forgot how the world was made [2 Peter 3:4-5]
What is the connection between creation and masculinity?

A. FROM SILENCE TO CREATION
A1. GOD SPOKE INTO DARKNESS [Genesis 1]
· God spoke into that unshaped, naked darkness. He moved into that dark CHAOS with imaginative power that brought beauty and life out of the confusion. 
· Darkness was chaotic – Genesis 1:2 darkness HEAVY AND TANGIBLE = Exodus 10:21-22 (the 9th plague of darkness); Deuteronomy 4:11-12 (standing at the mountain meeting God – in the midst of darkness)
חֹשֶׁךְ
chôshek
kho-shek'

From H2821; the dark; hence (literally) darkness; figuratively misery, destruction, death, ignorance, sorrow, wickedness: - dark (-ness), night, obscurity.

SUM IT UP from Genesis 1: He is a God who uses his WORDS to establish relationship.  What he SPEAKS and DECLARES, it BECOMES.  There is integrity behind his SPEECH.  He does not retreat from darkness and chaos. Rather, he speaks into it. And immediately after turning this CHAOS into ORDER, he enjoys his creation and enjoys spending time with us with the Sabbath. 
A2. THE MALE PERSON WAS TO SPEAK WITH GOD’S ORDER
After speaking into chaos and building a beautiful world out of such confusion, God created man after his own image (Gen 1:27) – male and female he created them.  

What is a male?  The word used for MALE is taken from the Hebrew word zakar, meaning “the remembering one”.  
The verb זכר (zakar) means to remember or consciously review, but with quite a range of nuance. Studies suggest that the core meaning of the verb זכר (zakar) has to do with the public announcement of whatever it is that one seeks to bring to remembrance 
(Exodus 13:3).
3 Then Moses said to the people, “Remember this day in which you came out from Egypt, out of the house of slavery, for by a strong hand the Lord brought you out from this place. No leavened bread shall be eaten.
PUBLIC announcement of remembering the Lord’s WORD and the Lord’s WORK in our lives.
That is what the MALE is supposed to do.  Not “strong one”.  Not “leader”.  But the “remembering one”.  We’re created to recall the past, created to tell stories from what we REMEMBER.  We are made to PUBLICLY DECLARE what it is that we remember – i.e the LORD’s promises and the LORD’s work.  
So God gives Adam commands in Genesis 2.  
· Adam’s very first described act was to use his VOICE to NAME the animals: Genesis 2:20.
20 The man gave names to all livestock and to the birds of the heavens and to every beast of the field. 
· The second thing that Adam said was to Eve when she was created. V23 - “This at last is the bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man.”  How POETIC these WORDS are!
· MAN SPOKE WITH POWER AND AUTHORITY AND OUT OF LOVE.  Man’s opening words!
· What are the other commands that Adam was to carry out? 
· ﻿He was to “till and keep the garden”; that is, to protect and to nurture. 
· It was not good for a man to be alone.  So God made the Woman from Man, she being twice refined.  They were therefore both naked before one another.  That symbolized they were not ashamed before each other and were open and vulnerable with each other.
· They were commanded to multiply.  Genesis 1:28 – they were to be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth.  
The MAN was made to bear the responsibility of remembering and declaring God’s story in his life, so that he may protect, nurture, multiply and be fruitful with His resources.
B. FROM CREATION TO SILENCE
BUT Adam stopped being a MAN.  i.e. he STOPPED REMEMBERING to speak in God’s ways.  

· In Genesis 3:1-7, Eve was being tempted.  She was being deceived.  People in the ancient Near East believed that a serpent symbolized deceit and confusion. In Genesis 3:1 chaos reappears in the form of a serpent who uses deceit to confuse Adam and Eve.

· Where is Adam?  V6 – HE WAS WITH HER.  In Hebrew, its even clearer – a better translation would be “RIGHT THERE WITH HER”.  
· Here is a MAN with all the authority to SPEAK truth into creation.  In the perfection of creation, in the beauty of the blessed circumstances, He was able to name the creatures.  He spoke poetically and romantically to Eve.  But HE SAID NOTHING HERE.  
· Instead, he allowed the serpent to speak.  He allowed the LIE to stand.  And he allowed Eve to be manipulated and himself to be manipulated by this deception.   
God’s word turned chaos into creation.  
Adam’s silence turned creation into chaos.
Once their eyes were opened, what happened? [Gen 3 to Gen 4]
· They realized they were naked, so they chose to cover themselves up to hide from each other’s shame. 
· They sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loincloths. 
· They became afraid of God because of their nakedness.  THIS IS THE FIRST TIME FEAR IS MENTIONED IN THE BIBLE.  Was there cause for fear?  
· It is interesting that God then asks “Who told you that you were naked?”  Because up to this point there was no concept of covering, or clothing.  EVERYONE, EVERY CREATURE, IS NAKED FROM BIRTH AND CONTINUES TO BE NAKED.  It was in Adam’s sin that they distinguished between being naked and intimate, and to go into hiding and be fearful of being vulnerable.  
The detrimental effects of the FALL has multiplied throughout the generations. 
Instead of the poetic language that Man spoke over Woman, man has harassed woman, made her a slave to sexual desires; prevented her equal opportunities at work; stopped nurturing relationships, and are praised when they put others down.  
· Man has retreated further and further into the shell that he created for himself, as he becomes more and more fearful of being naked before God.
Instead, what has man gotten good at doing?  Adapting to his fallen nature.  Adapting to this fallen world.  Adapting to, and ADOPTING, the darkness of this world.  Who was the first person to adapt so well to this?  CAIN.  
[CAIN paining – James Tissot]

· Cain was a man’s man.  He was a worker of the ground – this is a job that could only have been made available after the FALL.  He freely expressed his anger.  He killed anyone he did not see eye to eye with.  He and his descendants built the first cities of this world.  They became the forger of all instruments of bronze and iron.  They were a vengeful tribe.  
· In other words, Cain used God’s ingenuity and procreative gifts to advance his own kingdom. 
· Doesn’t that sound a lot like the men of today?  In actuality, many men today strive to follow in Cain’s footsteps.  And when we fail to be like Cain, the world accuses us of being unmanly.  Of not fulfilling our true potential as men of this world.
Consider the list of the works of the flesh in Galatians 5:19-21.

· These are more associated to men.  In today’s age, being IMPURE, being ANGRY, having RIVALRY, not being afraid to cause DIVISION, being DRUNK, partaking in ORGIES – as a culture, even for non-Christians, women are not lauded for these qualities.  These are typically vices which men struggle with.  In fact, some of them are desirable or necessary for masculinity. E.g. High school SOCIALS; Hazing/initiation ceremonies; Bachelor nights. 

· CHRISTIAN Men become incredibly competitive on a unhealthy spectrum of DEFEAT and PRIDE.  Story of Prodigal Son, this is the ELDER brother mentality.  Much like CAIN, the elder brother. 
· When a man is not being MALE, he FORGETS about God’s presence.  God becomes silent and absent. 
· Rage makes men feel powerful. Violence causes us to take matters into our own hands and seek to correct an unjust God.  
· Lust helps men forget. Fantasy is a selfish way of living for the present. It denies the pain of the past, and the hope of the future. 
· Like CAIN, have ADOPTED this darkness and tried to employ tools to allow us to move freely in the darkness.  We light our own flames.  We build our own broken cisterns.  We fill our own wells.  And for the times we think we’ve overcome the darkness, 
· the irony is that we have only steeped even further into this darkness because we’ve not relied on the divine LIGHT to break through this darkness.
· Let the one who walks in the dark, who has no light, trust in the name of the LORD and rely on their God. But now, all you who light fires and provide yourselves with flaming torches, go, walk in the light of your fires and of the torches you have set ablaze. This is what you shall receive from my hand: You will lie down in torment. (Isaiah 50:10 – 11) 

· So what changes when we become MEN again?  We begin to CONFRONT chaos by REMEMBERING, SPEAKING AND MOVING.   
REMEMBER, SPEAK, MOVE
REMEMBER
Things are difficult to remember in ISOLATION and in DIFFICULT PAIN.   
YOU NEED A GUIDE.

[DIALOGUE IN THE DARK] experience.  Hear the voices so clearly BECAUSE it is so dark, there are no distractions.  Twist the end is that you are not led by someone with night vision goggles, or even by someone who had seen the location beforehand and memorized the paths.  YOU ARE LED BY PEOPLE WHO ARE VISUALLY IMPAIRED.
[Ecclesiastes 4:9-12] [Proverbs 27:17] 
The Greek is paroxuno [Hebrews 10:24], i.e. to STIR, to SHARPEN, to easily PROVOKE.  Do we have a brother in our life who would PROVOKE us like this?  Do we have a brother in our life who would be so OPEN and HONEST with us?  Do we have a mentor in our life whose life we wish to emulate and imitate?  Or are we easily offended whenever we are challenged?  

Christian brotherhood is a community of men who help each other to REMEMBER God’s Word and work in our lives, 
by sharing our experiences of being in the darkness, and PROVOKING each other to bring the sea of chaos into order
Mentors/brothers -  When I feel lost, I turn to them because here is another man who has endured through the furnace and waded through the dark waters, and shows me that IT CAN BE DONE, because it HAS BEEN DONE BEFORE.  
﻿
SPEAK
[Dialogue in Dark analogy] We can now identify the Voice of HIM, and the voice of the brother, who guides us.  
So we, like the BLIND GUIDE, begin to guide others in the dark.  We need to SPEAK TRUTH into the heart of our brothers.  Proverbs 15:4 – A gentle tongue is a tree of life, but perverseness in it breaks the spirit; Ephesians 4:29 – Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only such as is good for building up, as fits the occasion, that it may give grace to those who hear.  
IT is now time to MOVE, otherwise we will never reach the destination by just talking to each other [use Dialogue in Dark analogy].
MOVE – how do we move in this sea of chaos?
For me, the clearest picture of seeing chaos being stilled, is in God’s beautiful institution of marriage when it is done right.
· [Testimony of when things were a perfect storm at home.]
· RAGE AND LUST.  We SWING to two extreme ends of the spectrum – complete absence, or suffocating dominance.  
[Ephesians 5:21-33]

· It is interesting that the descriptions in red are all NOT described in terms of the expected categories of responsibilities in the public domain of warrior, protector, financial provider and patron.  The words used are typical of domestic chores delineated as women’s work in the culture.  Bathing.  Clothing.  Laundering.  Feeding.  Nurturing. 
· Therefore, to be a Godly man in relationship, we are to ENTER HER WORLD, SPEAK HER LANGUAGE, BUILD HER UP AND EMPOWER HER TO WALK A HOLY LIFE WITH GOD, IN THE SAME PASSION AS WE WOULD EMPOWER OURSELVES.  That is what is means to SPEAK LIFE INTO our wives, just as God spoke life in creation.  
· SELF-SACRIFICIAL ( We do not hoard our authority, our status, our power, our resources.  We not lead like CAIN, telling our wives to submit to us as if we ought to be placed on a pedestal to be respected, adored, admired.  That’s NOT Jesus’ way of manhood.  His manhood taught us that He freely shared His authority, power and resources with the Church, so that as a Church we feel empowered to walk in confidence.  Do our words and actions GIVE LIFE to our wives, or do they take life away?  
For the married men:

· Leading our wives in this way is not easy.  We need divine guidance and help from our brothers.  To do it right, we need to constantly REMEMBER what God has done and is doing in our lives.  We are the REMEMBERING ONES.   
· But also, if WE ARE NOT WALKING with brothers in God’s ways, if we are not walking the walks of faith, what encouragement could we possibly share with our wives that make them confident to follow Jesus themselves?
· It is interesting that the FALL OUT from Adam’s marriage to Eve led to the CONFUSION of manhood and the fall of mankind altogether.  Goes to show that when things are going wrong in your HOUSE, then everything else falls apart – on financial discipline, on relationship with colleagues, on how you pursue your career, on how you treat people etc.  
For the single men:
· This applies to you too.  Are you submitting to Jesus in EVERYTHING [v. 24]?  Attractive godliness of Jesus Christ will turn the women to Christ.  
ALL MEN: We need to change the narrative/culture of this world re: what is means to be a “man”.  Go above and beyond what the “ideal spouse/ideal brother” qualities are.  Woman’s desire is coloured with the lens of ‘Cain’, because all that we’ve seen in this world is are men trying to be like ‘Cain’ [Refer to how the toxic culture led to #metoo].  But we need to drive the narrative/culture by REMEMBERING, SPEAKING, and MOVING.  Then, the women will begin to see what a real “man” is.  
[Refer to men’s ministry]
[RESPONSE]

Going back to the silence of Adam

· Adam’s sin is that he did not speak up.  But I want to go further.  His sin is that he did not walk or speak in a way that allowed Eve to speak for herself.  What if the serpent tempted Eve when Adam was not around?  
· The job of a brother-in-Christ is NOT to speak for Eve.  That, actually, would only suffocate her even more.  She may feel humiliated, patronised, useless, ashamed.  The work of empowerment should have been done before the temptation.  
· Adam should have spoken and walked in that life around Eve, so that when Eve was tempted, she was prepared to rebuke Satan even without Adam’s immediate presence.  
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